- consecutive months as a result of damage due to diought, hot A

‘disaster dasignation or as a Presidentisl disaster declaration for avents oocuiring after January 1, 2003,

“Testimony o f Pat L&J03 (# 85 onsian A5 et

%;B;llV\Sml\LcLﬁ_(#.Sii onsign wf) inis oot O'F
Senate Bl Tb2.. &~ f P

Pat & Diane Lavery .
From: "kyle wilson" <reindeerman@lock-net.com>
To: "Pat Lavery" <adirondackreindeer@frontiernet.net>

Seont: Thursday, May 03, 2007 4:.02 PM
Subject: reindeer as livestock

Pat here is the link to the USDS notice: hitp:/iwww.fsa.usda.gov/F SA/printapp?
fileName=pf 20050301 distr_en_lap05.html&newsType=prfacisheet

Or hitp:/fwww.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/tapfunding05.pdf

| have also copled It and put It in this emall. This notice only applies when livestoc
they are eligible for the program or not it does refer to reindeer as livestock.

k are in the food chain. Whether

Kyle

March 2005

Livastock Asslstance Program
Ovarviaw

USDA Farm Servica Agency's {FSA) Livestock Assistance Program (LAP) provides direct payments to eliglble livestock producers who suffered grazing losses dua to natural disasters
that occurred In catendar year 2003 or 2004,

Funding for LAP is authorized by tha Miitary Construction and Emargancy Hurricana Supplementat Appropriations Act, 2005, U

funding.

USDA will scon offer producars the easa of signing up for tha LAP onling from their homa or place of business or at any USDA Sarvice Center across tha nation. Ta sign up from
hoemna or place of business, producers must Nrst astablish an a-puthentication identity In thelr Jocal USDA Servica Center. Producars can also sign up ontina for USDA's Farm Sarvica
Apancy (FSA) eLDPs or the Losn Deficiency Paymant Program and the Direct and Counter-Cyclicat Payment Program.

Bigibie Producers .
LAP provides assistance to eligible producers In spproved counties. To be approved, a county must have suffered 2 40 percent or greater loss of avallable grazing for at jsast 3
ther, di , insect Infestation, fiood, fire, humicane, earthquake, severe storms, of other disasters during the

2003~ or 2004-crop years. Tha maximum grazing koss allowabla for payment Is 80 percant. A county must have bean approved as 2 primary disaster ared under a Secretarial
tut no later than Dacember 31, 2004.

Eigibiiky for LAP banefits for an Individual producer was based on whether & natural disaster caused tha producer in an approved county Lo suffer a 40 percent or greater Ioss-of
tandar years (CY) 2003 or 2004, If a county was approved for 2003 and 2004, and a producer in that county

grazing for 3 or more consecutive months during elther of the ca
suffered a qualitying grazing foss both of those years, that producer must choosa either 2003 or 2004 as the year to recelve LAP payment. A producer cannot receive LAP assistance

for mone than one year. .
ENglbility uiremaents

ENgible livestack Indudse baef and dairy cattle, buffeio o basfelo (when
used commardially for human food or kept for the production of food or
for at lsast 3 months bafore the payment pericd.

To ba eligibla for LAP, 8 producer must:
Have possessed banaficial Interest In eligible itvestock or have financlat risk n eiigible livestock (benefldal interest refers Lo Utle and control of the ltvestock);

nkike prior LAP programs, there Is no cap on total

maintalned on the same basis as beef cattia), efk, raindesr, bison, sheep, goats, swine, and equine animals
fiber o1 the owner's farm. To meet aligibllity requir GRS, producers had to own or lease affacted livestock

.
* Report eligible livastock and grazing acreage on form CCC-740;
L Report parcent of Wss of grazing on form CCC-740;

L Compléta *person” detarmination forms;

L Cartify gross reveauae incoma on form CCC-740;

L] Certily conservation compllance on form AD-1026; and

* Have been a U.S. citizen or an alien kegally reskling here,

LAP sssistance 16 based upon the valva of feed calcuiated on & corn equbvalency basis required for eligibla livestock during at least a 3-consecutive-month period where 3 minimum
40 percent feed foss oocurred. A producer’s grazing loss request for payments cannot exceed the maximum grazing loss established for the county.

Livastock sold because of naturat livesteck conditions during the year for which LAP Is requested shadl be considered eligibla for LAP payment for the entire paymant pericd o
thiough the remainder of tha payment partod for that yaar, If all other eliglbility requiremaents are met.

Insiigible Livestock
[naligible lvestock Include:

. Uvestock grazed on a basis or weight gain

. Nursing calves {under 400 Ibs) lambe, kids

L Wiid or uncontrolled livesteck on open renge

. Poultry

. Uamas

* Yaks

L] Staughter vestock not for human consumption

.. ——  Recreational lvestock or equines for other than human food or to produce food or Rber.
-
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Esiglote Grazing Types

ENgibla grazingrtypes inciuda:
. Native (non-lrrigated)
.. improved (non-Irrigated)
. Serghum forage (non-imgated)
LAP Sign-up
Applications for LAP benefits must be Nied In the local USDA Servica Center. When producers apply for LAP, they are required to provida the following Information:
* The numbser, Wind of Ivestock, and weight ranga of lvestock owned or leasad during CY 2003 or 2004, as applicable, and the producer's sﬁara I those Hvesteck;
. Acres, location, and type of grass or foraga used to support piigible livestock in CY 2003 or 2024 3s applicable;

nificant changes In livestock numbers, Including dates

* An estimated percantage of producer's loss of grazing for each year, as applkable; and information about sig
6 Hvestock are

when the changes occuimed, Also, the livestock numbers that wera <0ld because of a materia! disaster, including dates when the Ivestock wera sold. The:
calied "mitigated” iivestock.
Further Information
Further Information Is avallable at local FSA county officas, Thess are ususlly listad in telsphone books under "United States Government, U.5. Deparim
Information I 8150 pvaliable on FSA'S homapage at: www.fs8.usda.gov. .

et of Agriculture.”

Tha U.5. Departmant of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in alt s progrems and activities on the basis of race, cofor, national ¢iigin, gender, religion, age, dlsabllity,
potitical betlefs, saxual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohitited bases apply to all programs.} Persons with disabliities who requlre altemative means for
communication of program Information {Brailia, large print, audiotape, stc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 {volca and TOD).

To fiie a compialint of discrimination, wiite USDA, Direclor, Office of Clvil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C,, 20250-9410,
or call (202) 720-5964 (voica or TOD).

USDA Is an squal opportunity provider and employer.

Click here for POF Version (200k)
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" Pat & Diane Lavéry ' .

From:  'Tom Scheib" <taschelb@lakeland.ws>
. Toi "kyle wilgon" <reindeerman@lock-net.com>
- Ce: <DedeB147@aocl.com>; "Leon Bindenagel" <Inb6@centurytel.net>; "Mike Cary"
<mikecary@starband.net>; "Pat & Diane Lavery" <adirondackreindeer@ifrontiemet.net>; "Ray
Donohue” <Doolan25@madbbs.com>; <EASytree@aol.com>; "Jeff Friz"
<HFritz2006 @dogmall.com>; "Mike Glllaspie” <osc@bendcable.com>, "Mike Jablonski"
<VillageGreenNurs@aol.com>; "Bob and Jamie Dieterich” <dieteric@gotsky.com>; "Holly C
Johnson" <hollyjohnson@hughes.net>; "Kevin & Kelly Vogel" <kkvogel@yahoo.com>;
<MoonDeerRanch@aol.com>; "Gordon Poest’ <gjpoest@chartermi.net>; "Steve Pulera"
<npulera@wi.rr.com>; <roba-info@reindeer.ws>; "Tom Schmaltz" <tomschmaltz@hotmail.com>;
"Mike & Vicky" <parksplace@lakenet.com>; "Elizabeth Juneau” <Elizabeth.Juneau@dchs.org>;

“shawn sederholm" <sgfhighbridge@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, May 18, 2007 9:04 AM
Subject: domestic reindeer/wild caribou
" r___vr"— Tenm—=

Hi Kyle,

This same subject comes up often and I believe many of our members who haven't made it to an annual
ROBA membership meeting may not have this info. I'm surprised that so many don't and have such a
difficult time discussing this issug with govt offficials. Unfortunately, as you know, each states

wildlife/DNR agency has their own agenda [science may not be at the top of their list]. This may help

some members.

Maybe there is a possibility that an "insert" could be added to the ROBA Review in the future?

The Reindeer is a Domestic Animal

Domestication: An animal bred for the purposes of economic benefit
to a human community that maintains control over its breeding, place of
habitation and food supply.

The Process: A group of animals is habituated to humans; is
reproductively isolated from the rest of the population, and the
. animals characteristics are changed through artificial and natural

selection,

The Fourteen Species of Large Herbivore Domestic Mammals
The Major Five: Sheep, Goat, Cattle, Pig, Horse

The Minor Nine: Arabian [one hump] camel, Bactrian {two humped]
camel, Llama and alpaca, Donkey, Water buffalo, Yak, Bali cattle,

Mithan, and Reindeer.
P

Since the world contains 148 species of large herbivore mammals why
“did humans only domesticate 14 of these species? To be domesticated, &~
candidate species must posses six [6] characteristics to pass thru the
domestication bottleneck and lack of any one of the required
characteristics dooms the domestication effort. These six
characteristics are:

Diet: A domestic animal must survive on a "generalist" diet of
palatgbie species of forage plants commonly available on rangelands and
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must be able to utilize crops grown by man. Reindeer eat a multitude
- of tundra plants and successful diets have been and can be formulated .
from a seemingly infinite number of feedstuffs. Reindeer do require a
less fibrous, more digestible diet than most other domestic species.
Moose, on the other l?wmd, need a special diet and are very difficult to

feed in captivity.

Growth Rate: To be worthwhile raising as a food animal, domestics
must grow quickly to a slaughter weight. Reindeer during the summer
months can grow as much as a pound per day, comparable to traditional

livestock such as cattle. Most livestock species demonstrate about a
10% conversion rate, ie 10 lbs of feed produces 1 lb of animal.
Reindeer at the U of Alaska during the summer growth period produce at
an 18% conversion rate on a diet of barley, fishmeal, and hay.

Capable of Breeding in Captivity: Many candidates for captivity do
not breed well in captivity. Reindeer breed very well in captivity.

Good Natured Disposition: Even though all current domestic
livestock have killed humans they are not inherently dangerous and they
socialize to people quite well, Hundreds of reindeer in a corral will
flow around and not touch a human even though milling and humans can
work free range reindeer in close quarters with minimal risk of injury
to the animal. Bison, on the other hand, although good candidates for
domestication have a nasty disposition,

Tendency to not panic when threatened: Large mammalian herbivores
react differently to predators or humans. Some species become very
nervous quickly and are programmed for instant flight when they perceive
a threat. This reaction is what eliminates most deer species for
domestication. Even after decades of captive breeding in Alaska most
caribou become very nervous and excitable when humans are close.

The reindeer are much slower to become nervous, seek protection in
herds, and stand their ground when threatened and only flee when

absolutely neccessary.

Social Structure; All species of domesticated large mammals share
three social characteristics.

They live in herds with large numbers of adults tolerating each
other in close quarters, They can be herded, handled, and are capable
of living in high densities in captivity.

These herds can occupy overlapping ranges rather than mutually
exclusive territories and these herds can be penned or herded together

without much fighting.

There is a well developed dominance hierarchy that allows many
adults to coexist without constant fighting and each knows its social
rank and will follow a more dominant animal. This social system is
ideal for domestication because humans take over the dominance hierarchy
and young animals will imprint on the human leader.

—
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The Effects of Domestication, Physical and Behavioral

The body size becomes smaller. This is usually the.ﬁrst
archeological indicator than an animal is being domesticated. A larger

body size may 0CCUr in latter stages of domestication.

The outward appearance changes, ears generally become longer,
in hair changes, color and

tails become curly, and there is a diversity 1
physical characteristics [wool]. Jaws become shortened, frontal lobes

longer, teeth become smaller, and fat is deposited externally or in the
muscle tissue rather than around the internal organs.

Reindeer vs Caribou

As a reindeer owner it is important to know the differences between
reindeer and caribou. You will be asked to explain these differences
many times over by the public and uninformed government officials.

Reindeer are not wild animals.

Taxonomic order

Phylum------- Chordata [backbone with spinal chord]
Clags---=--- Mammalia [milk producing]
Subclags------- Ungulata {hooved]
Order--------- Artiodactyla {even-toed)
Suborder------- Ruminatia [ruminant]
Family--------- Cervidae [deer]

Genus-=---- Rangifer
Species------ tarandus [with 7 subspecies]

:I'he domqsticated reindeer is Rangifer tarandus tarandus while the
caribou that lives in Alaska is Rangifer tarandus grantii.

Similarities:
same species [different sub-species]--can interbreed
both sexes have antlers
adapted to live on the tundra--circumpolar north
annual weight loss/gain cycle
herd animals
prefer lichen as a winter forage

Differences:

Reindeer Caribou
Domesticated Wild
Sedentary Migratory
Breeding starts mid-Aug Breeding starts mid-Sept
Can be Pinto colored Never Pinto colored
Dark bown calves Light brown calves
More fat
Thicker fur
Shorter face and muzzle

——
-l
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Females have larger antlers
 than female caribou

Additional information on the various subspecies of Rangifer
tarandus, where they jive, what happens when western caribou herds
invade the range of the reindeer on the Seward Peninsula is readily
available from the University of Alaska, Fairbanks and you are
encouraged to contact Greg Finstad at the U of AK with any questions.
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