N

THE N OANEK | 7
AQUACULITURE COOPERA'TI’-VE

February 18, 2009

harvested in Gonnecticut State wators,
Introduced by Rep. Cafero and Senator McKinney

Environment Committee rublic Hearing _
Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, Members of the Environment Committee:

1t has rocently come to our attention that you propose to levy 2 $1.00 fee (tax) on each bag of
shellfish harvested from Connecticut. Such fee Is to be collected to fund the Depariment of
Environmental Protection, ‘

This proposed fee will damage the shellfish farming industry. 1t is unfair, counter to basic
macroeconantic principals, will have negative environmental impact and do nothing to provent:
itegal harvest of shelifish from Connecticud waters,

1) - Shelifish (oysters and quahogs) are famed in Connecticut. This Is a sustainable industry,

~ The environmental benefits of shelifish farming are wel documented. The shelifish -

we plant; fiter the water, graze down harmfu} algas blooms before they become g threaf,
create habitat and reduce excess nitrogen. The oyster industry.in Connecticut hag

and is pot successful,

2) Taxing harvesters will increase the industry’s expénses and decrease our already .
small profit margins, Sheifish aquaciiture is agriculiure. The economic muttiplier for

3) This bill would punish taw abiding citizans and do nothing to punish criminals, i
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‘industry.

5) Commercial grounds are ot the onlfy grdundé with shellfish on them, Why are
growers responsible for generating revenus for the state that will mostiy be spent on

patroliing recreational beds and beds where shelffish are prohibited from being
harvested? 7 ,

2) Increase fines for breaking-the law. Currently, anyone who Hlegally harvests from
unappraved waters is fined $250.00. We recently had an individual sleai shelifish from
Our grounds and illegally use our dépuration grounds. it took months for the Issue to be

aclion, The fine for endangering publlc health, theft of product and potentisity haming the
industry should be much higher than it is. A $10,000 fine wauld discourage law breakers

and generate ravenue for the DEP. Taxing law abiding ¢itizens as proposed is unfair and
cynical.

The Noank Aquacuiture Cooperative has six members in the State of Connecticut. This fee (tax)
would represent an expense of at least $4000.00. This may not sesm like much, but our
expenses increase while the price we get for our shelifish is decreasing or remaining fiat, |t
represents less income for us and less of a justification to continue in an Industry that has proven
its sustainability and environmental benefit, _

- Tha members of the Noank Aquacuiture Cooperafive ask that you strike Section 72 (New) from -
Governor's Bill No. 8371, ' o

o~

Sincerely,

Karen Rivara = Secretary, Noank Aquaculture Cooperative




