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Testimony on H.B. 5465, An Act Concerning Phosphorus In Detergents

Senators Meyer, Maynard, McKinney; Representatives Roy, Hurlburt, Chapin; and
members of the Environment Committee:

I respectfully request your support of H.B. 5465, An Act Concerning Phosphorus In
Detergents, with the amendments being suggested by the Soap and Detergent
Association, which would amend Connecticut General Statutes Sections 22a-462 and
22a-462(a) and bring Connecticut in line with laws dealing with the phosphorus content
in detergents that have been passed in twelve other states including Massachusetts and
Vermont as well as in Canada.

The manufacture of phosphorus-containing laundry detergents by all commercial
manufacturers was ended in 1993, and now the majority of states require a “trace
element” of no more that 0.5% grams of phosphorus in all commercial laundry
detergents: Therefore, the requirement in this bill that laundry detergent contain less than
5 percent phosphorous has already been met.

With regard to automatic dishwashing products, and in keeping with the national trend
and the detergent industry’s commitment to limiting the amount of phosphorus in their
products, the limit of 5% required in this bill should be changed to 0.5% in all automatic
dishwashing detergents used in the home and become effective on July 1, 2010. This
would require the addition of a new section (b) under section 22a-462.

The second change to this proposed bill would amend section 22a-462(a) by clarifying
that these new restrictions do not apply to commercial and institutional dishwashing.

‘This would be accomplished by including “commercial and institutional” before the word
“machine dishwashers” in the existing statute and would further clarify the intent of this

legislative proposal.
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I join with the Soap and Detergent Association in asking for your consideration and
support of this amended legislative proposal and welcome any comments or questions
you might have.

Sincerely,

Themis Klarides
Deputy Republican Leader
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