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AN ACT CONCERNING THE GOVERNOR’S RECOMMENDATIONS
REGARDING EDUCATION

Bill 830 contains the legislation necessary to implement the Governor's
education budget recommendations. As such, it proposes changes to a number
of Department of Education grant programs, e.g., grants for regional educational
service center leases, grants to districts that certify that the foods served in their
schools meet certain nutrition standards, etc. Additionally, it provides for the
suspension of the construction of new interdistrict magnet schools, except for
those that will assist the state in meeting the goals of the 2008 stipulation and

order for Milo Sheff, et al. v. William A, O’'Neill, et al. The suspension will be in

effect until the Commissioner of Education approves a comprehensive statewide
interdistrict magnet school plan.

Nevertheless, despite the reductions and cost-saving measures that the
Governor has proposed, some of which are described above, the Governor has
also proposed that education cost sharing (ECS) grants for the upcoming
biennium shall be equal to the amount of the ECS grant the town was entitled to

receive for the current fiscal year. It is proposed that ECS funding not be




reduced. Additionally, the Governor has proposed the flat funding of the _
Department's transportation, adult education and priority school district grants.
This is a very difficult year for the state. Revenues are down and budget
cuts must be made. The task before the Governor and General Assembly to
enact a balanced budget for the upcoming biennium is extremely hard. The
Governor's proposed education budget recommendations are in this bill. We

urge your support.




