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Friis, John

From: Louis Brenner [louieb39@gmail.com)
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2008 9:44 PM
To: Friis, John

Subject: Support for HB6666 Section 5

I am writing to strongly advocate for Section 5 of House Bill HB6666, which will allow for adjunct
faculty certificates to be issued to the highly-trained professional artists, who serve as ECA's part-time
faculty, to continue their 35-year record of preparing Connecticut’s high school students for our
competitive global economy. If they are required to become certified for 12-hour per week part-time
positions, they will not be able to do so and the school will close. This will be a terrible loss to
Connecticut's high school students in 19 school districts.

My name is Louis Brenner [ have attended New Haven public schools all my life. I graduated from the
Metropolitan Business School and also ECA. ECA to me was more than just a school, and I'm sure most
graduates and students alike will agree with me, It is a safe haven and place to grow. I remember when I
entered ECA as a shy freshman and left ECA as a confident, mature artist, I went to ECA after having
previous training in singing, and for a while, only considered myself a "choir singer” and nothing more.
By my sophomore year I was able to stand on a stage and belt out a solo. By my Junior year, I played
"Jesus" in the musical "Godspell." Before ECA I never, ever would have thought that I even had the
capability to act.

Through electives at ECA I experienced things such as Aikido, a Japanese martial art that completely
changed my outlook on violence and self defence. T also took Tango and Salsa after having the thought
that I would never be able to dance. I took musical theater, and sang in a Mariachi band (something that
was very out of my comfort zone).

Every teacher I have had at ECA has taught me something that I use in my every day life. Through my
theater and vocal skills, T am able to debate and let my ideas be heard. Through my elective writing
courses, I can do the same on paper. Through my composition and music theory courses I can now
write down my emotions in the form of song and poetry weather I am upset or jubilant.

I firmly believe that expedience in a field, such as the specific art is significantly more important than
going to school to become a teacher. A teacher is someone who inspires and broadens the horizons of
someone before them. A teacher aids in the discovery process, especially in a field such as the arts,
where one cannot produce art without discovering themselves first. Just because you have a piece of
paper stating you are a teacher does not mean that you truly are one. A teacher is so much more. From
being in the New Haven School system I can tell you from experience that having a certified teacher
does not mean a student will be more advantaged.

I thank you very much for your time and pray that my email has enlightened you in some way.

-Louis Brenner.
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