Hello. My name is Cary Glynn. I am a senior and student council president at Joel
Barlow High School in Redding, and a member of the State Student Advisory Council on
Education. I am here to speak in favor of section 1b of bill 6665.

In 10, 15, 20 years, who will be sitting where you are sitting? Who will represent
the people of Connecticut? Our students are our future. Citizens, who today are students,
will one day be the occupants of your seats, fulfilling the duties you currently fulfill. It is
essential that we prepare and inspire a new generation of leaders. Section 1b of Bill
number 6665 that mandates student representatives on boards of educations is one way
that we can accomplish this.

As a former student representative on my local school board and current student
council president of my high school, I firmly support this bill because it has many short-
term and long-term benefits.

My sophomore and junior years I served as the student representative to the
Region 9 school board, which oversees Joel Barlow High School, For two years 1 brought
student voice to the local board of education, and conveyed messages from the Board of
Education back to the student body. Afier two years [ was amazed at what I had
accomplished with the help of my constituents. T had advocated for overnight trips to
England, France, and Florida, helped the school community reach consensus on a
contentions fields issue, provided a compelling case for the necessity for affordable
student parking on campus, supported new courses, and recommended funding for new
sports teams. At every meeting I also provided Board of Education members with news
about student achievements and they were able to ask me questions about student
opinions on a wide array of topics. Students at my high school began to see the Board of
Education as a body that was increasingly responsive.

So, while T was able to contribute to the school community, I also received new
civic awareness and a multi-faceted lesson in “how things get done.” In essence, the
short-term benefit of enfranchising students is the possibility of new ideas and better
school policies, while the long-term benefit is the new generation of leaders created when
students represent their peers. The lessons I learned from serving on the board of
education inspired me to seck appointment to the State Student Advisory Council on
Education. I have had great experiences on the Council and hope to some day have an
impact on education policy myself,

Not only does mandating student representation on local school boards have
short-term and long-term benefits, this plan is essentially free. Basically, it creates an
internship in every community in the state at no cost to taxpayers. Hopefully students
may even come up with money saving ideas of their own,

Please give strong consideration to passing the bill and specifically to the segment
mandating student representatives on local boards of education, Thank you for the
opportunity to speak fo you,

Raised Bill No. 6665

Sec. 1. (b) At least one student from each public high school located in the district shall
serve on the board of education as a nonvoting member. The number of students from
each such high school shall be determined by the local or regional board of education and
the students shall be selected through a student election at the school or in another
manner prescribed by such board of education.
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