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Other commitments prevent my testifying in person today. I appreciate your indulgence
and attention to this, my written testimony.

I write today in support of HB 6656 An Act Concerning Special Education. This
proposed tiered funding for students placed outside their districts for services presents a
much more equitable distribution of state support for this purpose. This proposal
addresses the current lack of state support for special education placements that do not
meet the 4.5x tier, The cost for students between the Ix and 4.5x levels present a large
and unpredictable burden on district budgets. State funds are non existent in this area and
present an inequity for students who fall in this category. This is particularly evident in
urban districts where the majority of these students reside and whose budgets currently
support the full cost for these placements, even as those costs increase. Waterbury has
done remarkably well in meeting these expenses while providing students with needed
services, but each year that passes sees larger challenges. Currently , Waterbury has
district placements ranging from $32,000 to $247,000. The majority, 30 students, fall
under the 4.5x threshold and receive no state funding. The cost solely to the district
exceeds $1.2M, and will likely grow as additional students requiring outplacements
relocate to the district. The proposed tier funding would give some level of relief for this
expense. The Waterbury district and Board of Education urge your support for HB 6656.
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