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March 9, 2009
Testimony in opposition to:
(6565 AN ACT CONCERNING HUMANE EDUCATION

Submitted by: Don Tuller, President, Connecticut Farm Bureau Association

The following testimony is submitted on behalf of the Connecticut Farm Bureau, a statewida
nonprofit mémbership organization of nearly 5,000 families dedicated to farmers and the future
of Connecticut agriculture.

Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann and members of the Education Committee:

I am President of Connecticut Farm Bureau, the largest farm organization in the
Connecticut. On behalf of our members, I urge defeat of Raised Bill 6565.

The words “humane education” get thrown around without really defining them, Even
the websites of the organizations mentioned as the suppliers of the information that this
legislation directs that the State Board of Education be required to use do not define the
terms. When one searches around a bit, you find that these organizations consider
commercial animal agriculture to be “factory farming”, and factory farming is inherently
inhumane according to their websites. They also link to organizations that do not believe
that animals should be used for food. This legislation as written does not seem to atlow
other views to be considered by the State Board of Education from organizations that
. might provide information about how farm animals are actually raised. I do not believe
that the State Board of Education should be forced fo incorporate a particular interest
group’s agenda into the curriculum of Connecticut’s school children.

I respectfully request that the Education Committee not move this legislation forward.

Thank You,

- Don Tuller farms with his family on Tulmeadow Farm in West Simsbury.




