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March 9, 2009

Re: An Act Concerning Humane Education

Dear Honorable Members of the Education Cofziiliitte'é;-

I am writing to you in vour eapacity as Co- Chairs of the
Education. Committee to strongly urge you to suppert HB:
Ant Act Concemmg Huniane Educatmn' The.
psychologlcal cffect on individials engaging in ; .
dissection combined with environmental, educatlonai and -
economic, consequenccs present a compeiling argumcnt for if
not compléte replacement, then at least the protected right of
every studenf fo choose alternatives, I applaud Connectxcut for.
:ntroduung this important legislation, aE
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Lam a Massachusetts licensed psychologist with more than
thirty years of elpenence worlung with both ddoiescent r111d
adult elients “1{9 suffered virious forms of trauma. T have .
published several papers including one on research 1 ega: dmg
the psychological effect on students of the harmful use of
animals at all educational levels, If forced to partlupate, these
students can suffer severe psvchologlc Itrauma as.the resulf of
seeing themselves or others: engaged in behavior that lle f_i"md -
ethically objectmnable yet sanct:oned by authont}e The stress
can actualiy impair cognitive abilities, rcsultmg i less
learning, They may withdraw and lose interest if science.
Students — even those who believe they are wﬂlmcr ,
participants — hecome desensitized ‘md may develop.a L
ufilitarian view of animals, thcrebv diminishin I apa(;ig-'r
for compassion and ethlcal declslon makmg Qua,lﬁ'ed
compassionate people — especially women — often dcc:de fo
end their career in seicnce rather than compromise their
values. This loss contributes to the gender gap in suence and to
individuals feeling disappointed and dcralled in thcn' career
aspirations, :

Further, steps have been made to address the reiatmnshxp
between domestie abuse of animals, children and women,
Arguably, what goes on under the guise of education would be
considered animal abuse if it occurred in another context, and -



it is possible to make this viclence connection in an educational context as well, The
recent formation of a House Speaker appointed Animal Abuse Task Force in the
State of Connecticut indicates o me that you and your colleagues take this issue
seriously - a commendable position for the sake of all Connecticut students.

As an additional pedagogical matter, comparative studies have shown time and
again that alternatives to dissection -- from computer programs to more accurately

- life-like models than preserved “specimens” -- are at least as educationally effective
and in most eases, more so, than animal dissection. That both the National Science
Teachers Association and the National Association of Biology Teachers acknowledge
the educational efficacy of these alternatives is further evidence of their viability as
learning tools, ' ' g

In closing, I see my experiences as a psychologist, former feacher and most
- importantly as a former student whose own carcer aspirations in medicine were
derailed to avoid being forced fo participate in killing and dissecting a frog, strong
reason to offer any support I can in helping this legislation become law,

. ’ . LI ,r,j -
HB 6565 would insure that the State’s science education curriculd were more
inclusive, educationally sound, environmentally friendly, economically prudent and
humane, 15

Thank you for you time. If I can be of any further. assistance, you may contact me at

978 352 8175 or tcapaldb@ao].com;f ) T ¢
Respectfully, - - ‘ __)_,’;:
/1 L j"r"{/}f”' [/
. ,//
Theodora Capaldo, Ed.D. - o
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