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Senator Gaffey, Representative Fleischmann and Members of the Education Committee:

We testify on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a statewide, independent, citizen-based
organization dedicated to speaking up for children and youth in the policymaking process that has
such a great impact on their lives.

Connecticut Voices for Children strongly supports the proposal to for the State Department
of Education to track school-based arrests in the public school information system and

publish annual reports on these data.

As the state increasingly focuses its attention on expanding and reforming the juvenile justice
system, it is important for legislators and the public to have access to critical information about the
performance of the system. A key measure is determining the demographics of the youth arrested,
the location of the arrest, and the types of offenses the result in an arrest. With this information,
communities ate better able to target interventions to prevent arrests.

In particulay, there is a growing body of research evaluating whether schools are increasingly relying
on police enforcement to handle student misbehavior, Some states have placed more attention on
monitoring the retationship between schools and police departments through annual reporting of
school-based arrests. For example, the state of Florida has collected data on the number of school-
based arrests, types of offenses, and demographics of students arrested since thc 2004-2005 school
year, During this year, approximately 1 in 5 arrests occurred by school referrals,' In response to the
data, third party organizatons, including the Flotrida State Conference NAACP, Advancement
Project, and the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, convened public hearings
throughout Florida in fall 2005 to create a dialogue about prevention and reform.” By making the
arrest data public, communities—not just schools—shouldered the responsibility of determining
strategies to prevent school arrests.

A recent report from the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) regarding the practice of school-
based artests in three Connecticut districts suggests that school-based arrest data in Connecticut is
worth tracking, The report, Hard Lessons: School-Based Resonrce Officer Programs and School-Based Arvests in
the Three Connecticnt Tonns, published the incidents of school-based arrests in West Harford, East
Hartford, and Hartford schools. They found a wide range in the number of arrests in these

! Figure calculated by dividing 26,9920 (number of school arrests in 2004-2005 school year) by 120,0082 {number of
acrests of youth under 18 years old). Figutes taken from Awsting Developrrent: Addressing the Scheol Discipline Crisis in
Florida (Spring 2006} and Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Report (2005).

2 Six public hearings were convened across the state of Florida to review the school-based arrest data. For more
information see: Arresting Developrient: Addressing the Sehool Disaipline Crisis in Flovida (Spring 2006) available at:
heep:/ S vwnwadvancementproject.ors/repores/ Arstd DypmES pdf.
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