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The Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments (‘NECCOG) is opposed to Senate Bil o
888, An Act Concerning Regional Economic Development and respectfully asks that the

Commerce Comimittea refect this proposal. Qur primary reason for this opposition Is not th

we oppose regional economic development — we strongly endorse such regional efforts. -Our
opposition stems from the fact that we are already engaged in regional economic '
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stration. We view Senafe Bill 888 as 2
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development with the Ecomomic Development Administration.

step backward and.not one in the best interest of NECCOG 12 town region or the larger
region in which we participate for economic developrient. :

‘Beginning in 1999 NECCOG sought to gain approval from the Fconomic Development
Administration of a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy or “CEDS.” During this
nrocess we reached out to the Windham Region — now the Windham Region Council of
Governments and four tTowns in the southeast which were part of our Eastern Connecticut
Enterprise Corridor. The result was the Northeast Economic Partnership, The Northeast

Economic Partnershin consists of 22 towns and a range of public and private sector membears
in fuif accordance with EDA'S requirements. In 200Z our CEDS was approved by EDA. In
2007 we completed our five-year CEDS update — a major milestone in the CEDS process. The

following is from EDA's CEDS Guidelines: _ o

A CEDS is required to qualify for Economic Devefopment Administration (EDA) assistance under JE5
public works, economic adiustment, and most planning programs, and fs a prerequisite for

- designation by EDA as an economic develobment district (EDD). The CEDS must be the result of a
COFIERTITIG CCONGTiic developmert pianiting process, developed willl Droad based and Gveise -

- community participation, and contain the following: -~

= A7 2nalvsic of ecoriomic and communily develosrsent problams and opnortunities incuding

!hmfporaffbn of any relevant material or suggestions from other government sponsored or
.supported plans; . _

. Bac&gfouna‘ and fifstory of the economic devefopment situation of the area covered, with a
discuesion of the econony, including as appropriate, geography, population, labor force, reésources,
and the emvironment; : C ' :

oA discussion of community participation in the planning efforts;

" e A section setting forth goals and objectives for Eaking advantape of the opportunities and solving
e aconoimic devélopment problems of e area serviced;



oA plan af action including suggested projeas‘ fo mplement objecbves and goals set forth in the
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-Perﬁ:rmance measures that will be used to evaluate whether and fo what extent gaals and
objectives have bean or are being met. :

The CEDS ana&zes local. contf:trons identiffes problams and opportunitfes definas the vision and
goals of the community, designs the strategies to accomplish these goals, coordinates activities to
implement thase strategies, and evalistes and updates the zrocess. .. A sucresshl CFDS procese
‘should fead o the formuiation and :mpfanenraaan of d program Hat areares higiter-skif, igher-
wage jobs; raises incorme Jevels; diversifies the economy; and improves e quality of life, while
protectlﬁg the environment. - The process should adapt a logical appmaa‘: & long—range devefopment
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maintain momentum and public support. The CEDS docurment should be reaam/ accessible to the
BConomic development stakehofders in the community. There sfoufd be a continuing program of
- cornmamoaltinn and oufreack that INTHERGOS ﬁm:{d-_.&z:—d public enpagemandt. participation, and
commitment of partniers. The general PUblc, government dec;sron makers, and business investors
.. sfhould be able to use it as a guide to understanding the regional economy and fo taking action to
:mpmve it The stratﬂgy should take into account and, where appropriate, incorporate other plann:nq
erforts i the community. Jis quality should be judged by Its usefiiness 85 a tool for focal dacision
making. Ezch CEDS is umquq, reffecting the specific challenges and opportunities of its |
area. .. The mmmumtys vision and goak togeﬁ"s-er w:tfz an appra;sa! of the regions compﬂtrtrve
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program priorities for implementation. Finally, the CEDS should establish criteria and peni)nnance

measyres for evaluation of the prafe:s and for me penad'c update of the document.
- (emphasic addﬁd)

We are not yet an EDA District because Connectlc:ut has a pohcy of not endorsmg such
actions — which is a prerequisite for acceptance as a District. To date, the effort has resulted
in $1.5 miltion for the Town of Plainfield in EDA funds., District designation wouid enhance .
our planning process and opportunmes to fund prOJects over a wider range of comrnumties
within our region. . .

While we agree that the state should encourage reg:onal p!anmng for economic
development. Artificially dividing the state, as Senate Bill 888 would i :mmse into five
regions for economic devetopment is not necessarily @ means w thatend. Weaie ready o
work with the committee to enhance regional economic planning and a stronger re!atlensth
with EDA,

‘Thank you for your consideration of our posﬁtion For additional mformation or comment
piease contact John Filchak, NECCOG Executive Director.’



