To: Selected Legislators of the House and Senate

From: Proponents of a new legislative initiative -
~ Alan Gates, Mohamoud Ahmed, Dale Gustafson

Re: Creation of a “Connectlcu't/Afnca Exchange Commission”

Enclosed are some background materials focused on developing a “Connecﬁcut/Afrioa Trade
-Commission” during this legislative session. This initiative is intended to be a fresh startin
implementing Act 97:135, passed by the Legislature and signed by Gov. Rowland in 1997.

Such a Commission could take the lead in promoting job development within our state during these
days of great fiscal crisis. It could, in conjunction with the DECD, assist smail / medium size
businesses develop trading partners in various Sub-Saharan African countries which would benefit

business expansion on both sides of the Atlantic.

The Commission could also promote educational exchanges involving Conneoticut‘s institutions of
higher education. Tt could promote conferences and seminars bringing together business leaders and
govemmental ofﬁoials leading to enhanced trade between our state and this largest of continents

The Commerce Committee is framing an appropriate Bill. Possible shape of such a Bill is enclosed.
Also included is a lm:le of the historical data from 1997.

This proposed Bill has the backing of the Afrlcan-Amencan Affairs Commission. Other residents of
our state are being informed of this initiative as the days pass. It is not a Bill requiring spec1a[

funding.

Thank you, in advance, for your consideration and support.
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Testimony on S.B. No. 880 _(R:iised)' An Act Concerﬁing Trade with Africa

‘1 commend the General Aséembly, through its Commerce Committee, for initiating a Bill that

will demand serious and forthright study of the DECD response to ACT 97:135 which was
signed into law 12 years ago. Though the proposed bill speaks only of a “study of programs
initiated, conducted and coordinated by the DECD” (with respect to Africa), this is a vital first

~ step. The initial ACT, twelve years ago, stated that the DECD “may” issue reports. This bill

changes the “may” verbiage to “shall,” a giant leap forward. We need this kind of information
in order to appropriately undergird current or future “import/export” initiatives with Sub-
Saharan African countries who are in diplomatic relation with the U.S. '

As a highly interested citizen within our state, I was one who suggested that a Connecticut-. - '
Afiica Exchange Commission, be approved during this legislative session, (similar in scopeto. -
the Connecticut-Israel Exchange Commission). I still believe that such a commission would be
a vital entity in the promotion and enactment of import/export activity between Connecticut and
Sub-Saharan African countries. Sucha commission would work in concert with the DECD, but
also could be the recipient of support doilars (from outside sources) that would makeita
commission NOT DEPENDENT on state funding, a clear advantage in extremely tough fiscal

‘times when the use of every state dollar is so critical. Tts focus would be jobs and job -
development for Connecticut businesses utilizing resources and service needs found within

targetéd African countries.

The United States, generally, and Connecticut, speciﬁcally; s‘hould be more directly involved

" with African countries in this ever widening global economy. We are being beaten to the punch

by China which has numerous projects underway in many African countries. ACT 97:135,if
implemented correctly, could have been at the forefront of activity 12 years ago.

“There are other states in the U.S. who have seen the value of solid import/export activity with

African countries. Most recently, in 2008, Maryland received a federal grant of $400,000 to

create an African Trade Office in Prince George's County.

More than 25 years ago, Kentucky began an active campaign to promoté trade with South
Africa (just after the issues of apartheid).

- With the new federal administration under President Obama, new African initiatives will

undoubtedly be developed: It would be ideal to have an “exchange commission” which could
respond to such initiatives. - o

Commissions have a built-in multiplier effect because many individuals, who volunteer not only
time, but effort, ideas and (at times), dollars, become very closely involved with these entities.
We know small business owners, university professors, legislators, retirees who are waiting for
an opportunity to promote trade relationships with various African countries. All of this is

Jiterally done “at no cost” to the state.

Dale Gustafson, now of Hartford, formerly of Manchester



|~ | EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
A campus of the Connecticut State University-
March 11, 1996

Office of the President

The Honorable Anthony Guglielmo
State Senator
Legislative Office Building

Room 3800 o
Bartford, Connecticut 06106-1591

il

Dear Senator Guglielmo:

I regret that firm commitments did not permit me to testify
on behalf of Bill #5603 - to promote trade between Conhecticut
and -African businesses. In Bill #5603, Section 2, subsection
(a), there is language concerning the development of loans and

aid including working capital for small and medium size companies
in order to carry out the purposes of Bill #5603. Two weeks ago,.
Florida Memorial College in Miami received $200,000 from the

- State Department of Commerce to promote minority businesses
export opportunities. I bring this to your attention because the
Caucus could probably be very instrumental in developing concepts
within the Connecticut Development Aunthority for specific
opportunities to address minority business needs. :

I am particularly enthusiastic about the possibilities which
~this bill portends because I recently accepted invitations to
visit countries in Eastern and Southern Africa. The enthusiastic
response for educational exchanges leads me to believe that the
leadership in these countries is prepared to create positive
partnerships for our business institutions in Connecticut. I
believe that one observation indicates the possibilities of such
commerce. In Africa elevators carried the trademark of Chinese
companies, however, when I visited China, I saw the trademark of
Otis elevator, which prompts me to believe that many of our

Coanecticut companies are well positioned to make the intent of

~this bill possible.

Africa is a vast geopolitical continent and as such we
clearly understand that African-American countries have
distinctiveness which of course will reqguire careful selection of
countries for the enterprises/gnvisioned. I agree with the -
African Trade and Information denter premise that we will create

diverse economic opportunities bnd many jobs for our businesses

83 Windharm Street, Willimantic, Connecticut 06226-2295 203/465-5222
: _ "An Equal Opportunity Employer™ '



PRUY g pnoweyoy "IN 150

. ASD/D5q
1UspTSsaIg
191323 +9 praeqg

"Arz180UTg

-

TP L moa .i'-frﬂ e A,. . - 'EOQS# T YT = omareom e o o



e --....u_-_ﬂ.,_-.,_.-.~_,_.,;.___;_._- RN
+, M "

-

3
1

* “David ‘CaHers *plans tomectwWithdn

I
>,_
E
o
m

Eastern

Contmued from Page BL -

~Nothing 1 takes _the place f face-to:
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_ Africa Exchange Commission, be approved during this legi

- by China which has numerous projects underway in many

“We know small business owners, university profes

Testimony on $.B. No. 880 (Raised) An Act Concerning Trade with Africa

1 commend the General Assembly, through its Commerce Committee; for initiating & Bill that

will demand serious and forthright study of the DECD response to ACT 97:135 which was
signed into law 12 years ago. Though the proposed bill speaks only of a “study of programs
initiated, conducted and coordinated by the DECD” (with respect to Africa), this is a vital first
step. The initial ACT, twelve years ago, stated that the DECD “may” issue reports. This bill
changes the “may” verbiage to “shall” a giant leap forward. We need this kind of information
in order to appropriately undergird current or future “import/export” initiatives with Sub-
Saharan African countries who are in diplomatic relation with the U.S.

As a highly interested citizen within our state, I was one who suggested that a Connecticut-

slative session, (similar in scope 10
the Connecticut-Israel Exchange Commission). I still believe that such a commission would be
a vital entity in the promotion and enactment of import/export activity between Connecticut and
Sub-Saharan African countries. Such a commission would work in concert with the DECD, but
also could be the recipient of support dollars (from outside sources) that would make it a
commission NOT DEPENDENT on state funding, 2 clear advantage in extremely tough fiscal
times when the use of every state dollar is so critical. Tts focus would be jobs and job

development for Connecticut businesses utilizing resources and service needs found within
targeted African countries. : '

The United States, generally, and Comnecticut, specifically, should be more directly involved

with African countries in this ever widening global economy. We are being beaten to the punch
African countries. ACT 97:135, if

implemented correctly, could have been at the forefront of activity 12 years ago.

There are other states in the U.S. who have seen the value of solid import/export actiﬁty with
African countries. Most recently, in 2008, Maryland received a federal grant of $400,000 to

create an African Trade Office in Prince George's County.
More than 25 years ago, Kentucky began an active campaign to promote trade with South
Africa (just after the issues of apartheid). -

With the new federal administratibn under President Obama, new African initiatives will

- undoubtedly be developed. Tt would be ideal to have an “exchange commission” which could

respond to such initiatives.

Commissions have a built-in multiplier effect because many individuals, who volunteer not only

time, but effort, ideas and (at times), dollars, become very closely involved with these entities.
sors, legistators, retirees who are waiting for

an opportunity to promote trade relationships with various African countries. All of this is
literally done “at no cost™ to the state. '

Dale Gustafson, now of Hartford, formerly of Manchester
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Senaten Anihony Guglielmo and

ALL flembens of the State vf Connecticud
Commence Committee : .
Room 170

State Cupitofd :

Harntlond, CT 06706-1597

Dean Senaton Guylizimo:

This Lotton expresisas my suppord Lo tﬁe_concgpi cf Bili 5603,

An Aet Concerning Connzedicui Trade With Africa and the Middle

Easi, . .
The initiative put Loath by This Aci to creelz o public-privaete
rertnership belwean Zhe puaties fokfamoud 1D, Ahmed has rut Zogethan
and: Lhe pubiic secton, Lhe Commence Commiiies of the Sitate of

Conneciicut can build a new fridge for Connecficut Lusineisses

who sze oppoatunity with trading wiih Africa,

I suppord the initlatives tc promoie Zrade with Afnicu. The
£iben optic network anround the continent of Afnica is wlmost
conplele. The iedscommunications Lase willd allow greater acccsss.
Lo 2Ads new foredign markel oppontunily crneated by Bifl2F 5603,

Conneciicut’s rascunces are numercus. Qua human rziources  ane oun
grealesi assel, i, Ahmed’s understanding of the African and
Middle Eastenn cultures, Languages and ways of doing Business
ane vafualle to fthose in Conneci.icuil who wish tc copllalize on
Aaving Zhal acczss o resounces, Lfuil are Limited in Lincheiaf
means Lo do so. 7Taue empowesmenit can come from lhe Ainuncial
assisiance the Siate of Connacticut can pacvide as the seed foa

I would welcome the oppoatunity to sharz wiith you any Lunthan
informaticn oa sesounces thail can essist ycu in foaanding morz
alout Connzedicui itrnuds wilh Afnica and the fAiddfez Easit.

. e @ s
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AL

Amy Lo ftRuzla Presideni -
ticud Hordd Commance Centaon Initiaftipes
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T am pleased to transmlt £0 you the
1977 INVESTMENT CLIMATE REPOR‘I‘S FOR SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA.

AS we ap‘proach the threshold of a new century, more and
- more African countries are continuing their journey on a
road being paved with polxtlcal and economic
transformations. We are gaining new insights and settlng
new priorities as we focus more on the Continent's .
outstanding human and natural resources. We know that U.S.
trade and investment can play a more significant role in
helpmg the nations of Africa take their rlghtful place

among - the nations of the world.

" This. Admnzstratlon remains committed to serving the
economic and commercial interests of the United States while
providing support to the nations of Africa in their efforts
to become part of the global economy. As a way of . ‘
reenforcing this commitment, the Africa Buresu continues to
strengthen its programs t¢ support and facilitate U.S.
business., At the Department of State,; our Commercial

- Coordinator together with our Economic Policy Staff and our
Desk Officers are available to assisk you. At our posts in
Africa, our embassy staff is there to help you.

o There are increasing opportunities for U.S. trade and
1nvestment in Africa with its roughly 600 million
consumers.. The continuing growth. and expanslon of
democratic govermments and. 1nst1tut10ns, together with an
increase in significant economic reform and liberalization,
are promoting an enabling environment for the private sector

in many Afr:.can countries,

. We hope that you will £ :.nd the INVES'I‘MENT CLIMATE
REPORTS a useful source of 1nformatmn.l We have tried to
provide a brief overview of develnpments and trends in «53,
individual countries which may have a bearing on your
business interests during the months ahead. We are pleasec‘i
to share this information with you. For further information
on 1nd1vz.dual countries, please refer to th. Country

7' .‘_Comercx al Guzdes.. :

W

As yau con51der the opportun1t:.{"is_ foT expanded trade and'

- :.nvestment ain Afrma, your feedback WO
to us. o _ :
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JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN ' . .

CONNECTICUT
L COMMITTEES: : . STATE OFFicE:
- ARMED SERVICES . . ) Oreg S7ate STazsr -
ENVIROMMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS cEnlt Ed : tgt E B, Enﬂtf . . 14W.FLCCTD:
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS ' i ' “;ga"_‘;‘:_o_ﬁ‘fs 1a3
: SMALL BUSINESS . WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0703 . . ToLL FaeE: 14{}0-225-5505_;

INTERMET ADDRISS:
SENATOA_LIERSRMAN@LIEZEFMAN. SEN~

July 18, 1995

The Honorable John G. Rowland
- Room 200 '

State Capitol

Hartford, CT 06106

F
- -

Dear Governor Rowland:

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Mohamoud Ahmed of Hartford, Connecticut. Mr. Ahmied is
affiliated with the International Marketing Agencies and, along with Professor Alan Gates, has .-
recently submitted a proposal to your office concerning the expa:;smn of export prospects between
Hartford and various aeve10pm2 African, Middle Eastern, and Pacific Rim nations.

As an expert In this arena, Mr. Ahmed presents 2 realistic account of the citywide and
statewide benefits of a concerted effort to improve our export potential. According to Secretary of 3
- Commerce Ron Brown, Aftica is an "untapped market" for United States businesses, and M
- Ahmed's proposal wiil allow Connecticut the opportunity to take full advantage of r_a_vnrable
conditions abroad. With the support and backing of the City of Hartford and the State of
Connecticut, our local businesses can maximize their profits in international markets ranging from .
computer supplies to mining equipinent.

The benefits of such mternationzl success to state residents are numerous. Hartford, kit hard
by economic conditions and capital flight, will ses an influx of high-paying jobs for residents and
an 'mproved tax base. As so many social problems evident in Hartford are linked to joblessness,
creating a positive climate for e\:port-mmded businesses can have an overwhelming effect on tbe

future of the city and the state.

I'ghly recommend that you ora representatw from your office discuss w
ways in whmh the state government can help bring this plen to fruition. All o
residents can benefit from this very worthwhile endeavor.

ith

-
« 7 Siacerely, 7
- JOSEPH I LIEB BERMAN |

)rmed States S’én !"

JIL. 56



