~ Middletown School Readiness Council
Shaping Our Children’s School Success '

Testimony Presented to the Appropriations Cominittee
Public Hearing on the Governor's Proposed Deficit Mitigation Plan
December 9, 2009

Senator Harp, Representative Geragosian and Members of the Appropriations Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the Governor’s proposed deficit
mitigation plan. We are alarmed by the Governor’s proposal! It includes over $20 million in cuts
to children's programs. These cuts will directly impact children and families, many of whom are
our most vulnerable. They will also undo programs aimed at improving early childhood
outcomes.

Some of the most detrimental cuts to early care and education include:

State Funded Child Care Centers - 28.3% cut ($4,501,145)
CaredKids - 10.3% cut ($10.7 million)

Community Plans for Early Childhood - 100% cut ($400,000)
Early Literacy Funds - 100% cut ($150,000)

Commission on Children - 100% cut

Children's Trust Fund - 33.8% cut ($4,594,317)

In addition, serious cuts are proposed to health care, child behavioral health, school-based health
clinics and after school programs. We urge this committee to act as champions for families all
over Connecticut who depend on these programs to work and to raise and educate their young
children. '

We ask you to protect children from budget cuts. Preserve funding for programs aimed at
serving children and improving early childhood outcomes. Reject the Governot’s proposed cuts
that impact children and families. Close the budget gap by raising taxes on those who can afford
to pay more.
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