To: Appropriations Committee
Mayrch 27, 2009

Madam Chair, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, my name is Jeffry Muthersbaugh of
Bethel, Connecticut. I am Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Connecticut Trust for Historic
Preservation and I am here to speak against Bill 828, section 1, paragraphs (q) and (w), which states that
the sum of $500,000, for the agricultural viability matching grant program established under section 22-
26j of the general statutes, shall be transferred from the land protection, affordable housing, and historic
preservation account and credited to the resources of the General Fund in the fiscal year ending June 30,
2010 and the sum of $12,000,000 shall be transferred from the land protection, affordable housing, and
historic preservation account and credited to the resources of the General Fund in each of the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2010, and June 30, 2011.

I am speaking today as not only a representative of Historic Preservation but also as a representative of
Open Space, Affordable Housing and Agriculture; all of which will be significantly hurt if this action is
approved.

We all understand the significant budget deficits that exist and that cuts are going to have to be made,
however we implore you to weigh the following when considering these particular cuts.

At a time when governments, both state and federal, are looking to stimulate the economy and put people
to work, a cut of these funds would have just the opposite effect. As an example, the approximately $5
million in Community Investment Act funds that historic preservation has given to non-profits and
municipalities has leveraged $13.45 million. These grants have created jobs especially for engineers,
architects, historic consultants and contractors including plumbers, electricians, masons and others.

It is rare when we can leverage state money to that extent and create far more jobs than the state’s
investment would otherwise create yet this is exactly what has been happening.

If this $5 million had been cut previously it would have resulted in over $13 million in economic stimulus
being lost and numerous people would now be unemployed.

In addition, this money has been distributed throughout the state to large cities and smaller communities
so that the benefit has been virtually universal. Many times these types of grants are geared only toward
one demographic within the state but the reason that the Community Investment Act had such wide
support in the Legislature is that this money would go to virtually every comer of the state, as it has.

Since, as Legislators, you will be grappling with stimulating our economy and putting people to work, as
well as balancing the budget, please continue to fund these areas whose cuts would do little to balance the
budget but whose funding will increase employment and stimulate the economy.

Those in Affordable Housing, Open Space, Agriculture and Historic Preservation have worked closely
together to support the Community Investment Act and to make it work. We have; an exocellent track
record of benefit to the state and its citizens. Please allow us to continue this very‘ nportant work.
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Thank you,

Jeffry Muthersbaugh William Nickerson

Chairman, CT Trust for Historic Preservation Board of Directors, The Nature Conservancy
Terry Jones Tim Beeble

Chairman, Working Lands Alliance Chairman, Historic Preservation Council
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