“Life Changing:” that is a quote used by the majority
of our 150 PLTI, PEP and Parent SEE alumni when
they talk about this program.

¢ Middletown graduates new skills have empowered them to
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o go back to work,

change careers,

finish high school,

go back to college,

become more involved in their children’s schoe]

and become more involved in the community.

Our 137 PLTI graduates new skills have empowered them to further their education,

change careers, become involved in civic and school organizations as well as being

elected to public office.

15 Alumni have become PTA officers,

One Alum was elected to the Cromwell Board of Education,

One alum has run for the East Hampton Board of education

Three held Board of Education Extern positions,

4 alums are acting as legislative interns for the Commission on Children,

Alums have created a fatherhood initiative in Middletown

Alums our mentoring at risk teens at our local high school

One alum recently advocated and qualified for a new home through Habitat for

Humanity

Two are pursuing Child Development Associate (CDA),

Two have finished their high school diplomas (one is a grandmother),

Two alum recently received their Bachelors degree and are now pursuing Master

level degrees

Two alum are pursuing bachelor degrees in education and human resources

Five have held office’s in the Middletown School Association (MSA)

Four alumni are/were CT Parent Power delegates,

Three are members of the North End Action Team,

Five alumni have served on the School Readiness Council,

Two are on the Opportunity Knocks Early Childhood Health Initiative,

One serves on Middletown Mayor’s Citizens Advisory Committee,

One graduate continues to advocate for the “Arts;” she received a grant from the
Commussion on Arts to produce a video on Diversity.

Many graduates have testified before the state legislature

Graduates have raised funds for their schools

Four are Foster Parents, and
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e Over 50,000 volunteer hours have been logged
by PLTTI alumni from 2000 to 2008; at $10 per
hour that would be $500,000 in Middlesex

County alone.

¢ Childrens Leadership Training Institute (CLTI) Projects impact: “Going to
College with Parents,” “Building a Community,” “Voting for Class Leaders,” book
discussions, role-play. Parent Feedback includes: “grasp onto a sensitivity and
responsibility to others,” “exposure and understanding of children from different
backgrounds” and positive outcomes from parent and child sharing classroom
experiences on similar topics.

To sum Up
e PLTI, PEP and Parent SEE is currently funded through a
collaboration of grants including the Parent Trust.

e Parent Trust dollars can help local sites leverage dollars from
other organizations/foundations

® Funding is needed from the Parent Trust to continue to run these extremely successful
programs.
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Members of the Appropriations Committee:

As a voting constituent in Danbury, | urge those in my delegation AND all legislators to
review the data, note the savings associated with Prevention practices, and reinstate
both the Commission on Children (COC) & Children's Trust Fund in our state budget.
Danbury has successfully implemented the COC's Parent Leadership Training Institute
(PLTI) initiative for over 12 years, with extraordinary resuits: Parents lead in our city,
and beyond, on issues ranging from health & education, to safety & lifelong learning.

Parents HELP legislators, local government leaders, school boards, agencies, faith
communities and community leaders to improve outcomes for children through their
leadership on Boards and Commissions, PTO councils, civic organizations, and in their
own neighborhoods. We work collaboratively using our civic toolkit skills and
knowledge. Danbury alone has 200 graduates. PLT! s active currently in 12 other CT
locations. ‘

At a time when the workplace will be drastically reduced, why TAKE AWAY those
programs/initiatives that bring skilled and willing HELP from our citizens to our
democratic process? Why eliminate the funding that enables such initiatives across our
state?

Parents are a constituency that must not be overlooked. We are knowledgeable, skilled

in civics, excellent messengers to other constituents, positive and effectively networked.
We seek to work collaboratively to improve outcomes for children and families in our
state. :

My future votes and participation in local legislative campaigns will be determined by the
. actions taken by my local legislators. Please support the reinstatement of The
Commission on Children and The Parent Trust Fund.

Respectfully,
Patricia P. Keckeisen

01 Seminole Drive
Danbury, CT 06811-4442

The purpose of Danbury Children First is to involve, empower, and support parents to improve
the lives of children at home, in school and in the community
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Feb. 17, 2009
Dear Sen. Toni Harp and other members of the Appropriations Committee,

In these financial times, the herculean task of putting together the state budget is even more
difficult. But as lawmakers look for places to make cuts, | ask that you remember a group of
citizens who have no voice in this process: our children.

As a graduate of the Parent Leadership Training Institute and an active member of its alumni, 1
implore you to keep the funding for PLTI and its sister program People Empowering People in
the Connecticut Parent Trust Fund. I have seen firsthand the changes in our Danbury area
community from the diligent volunteer work done by the current and former PLTI and PEP
students as they grow through civic engagement. '

With reading nights at our schools hosted by volunteers and free volleyball clinics for teenagers
among the many new projects offered, our community has grown. But for me, the most
significant change through the efforts of one PLTI student, Mindy Denton, who was in my PLTI
class. After discovering that all programs offered by the city must be accessible to all people, she
persuaded the city to begin offering a new swimming class for children with developmental
disabilities in Candlewood Lake in Danbury.

At the time, Mayor Mark Boughton said, “Danbury is enthusiastic about this new program which
provides children with the skills needed to learn how to swim, and supplies them with a fun
social experience that will encourage them to mteract with others, and teach them how to better
care for themselves while in the water.”

More details of the program can be viewed at:
www.ci.danbury.ct.us/content/39/75/2732/6039.aspx

Mindy Denton's commitment to her volunteerism and to children has made a huge difference in
our community and to our children. By retaining the funds in the Parent Trust Fund and keeping
alive the Parent Leadership Training Institute, the state is a better place and our children have a

voice.

Thank you,

Karen Tensa

11 Wilson St.
Danbury, CT 06810
203-743-9865

The purpose of Danbury Children First is fo involve, empower, and support parehts to improve
the lives of children at home, in school and in the community



