February 17, 2009

February, 2009, has been proclaimed, "Parent
Leadership Month" in the State of Connecticut, "Whereas
children are our future and encapsulate the promise" of
our state. "Whereas, it 1s essential, that we, as
parents and parent leaders, support, nurture and
encourage children toc become mature, responsible and
productive citizens." Governor Jodi Rell recognizes the
value of creating an environment that will positively
impact our children's lives. This is done by building
healthy communities, by strengthening our families, by
providing resources for young children and
by implementing prevention policies. In a time of
economic crisis, we must at the very least, sustain
services to those who need it most; our children.

Our most valuable proponent for effectively
securing the well-being of our children is The
Connecticut Commission on Children. This
organization has been an invaluable resource to our
communities in many ways. They provide programs
for Before and After School, Reading, Child Obesity,
Disease Control, Father involvement, Child Safety and
Security, Poverty Reduction, Bullying, Parent
Leadership Training to name a few. Many of these
programs act as "seeds" for progress, with lasting
effects on communities. For example, The Parent
Leadership Training Institute educates parents within
rhe communities and provides the tools necessary to go
on to advocate for children. I am proud to be a part of
this movement and indeed hope this will be around next
year for my neighbors and friends.

Our children are the future and it is our
obligation to protect and invest in them! The
Commission on Children renders opportunities for
communities within CT to act not only as advocates for
those without a voice, but also as a vital link between
community and. government.



I challenge anyone to think of a more
worthy investment than that which will safeguard our
children, our hope for the future. Please put children
first and provide the necessary funding for The
Connecticut Commission on Children. The choice we make
now will determine the lives of children for many
years. We cannot afford to postpone our obligations.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Fitzpatrick
168 Burnt Plains Road
Milford, CT 06461
203-283-0633



