Children’s Trust Fund

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES » PHEVENTING CHLD ABUSE

February 17, 2009
Dear Senator Harp & Representative Geragosian,

On behalf of Board of the Massachusetts Children’s Trust Fund, we wish
to submit writfen testimony in support of the CT Children’s Trust Fund's
(CT CTF) budget appropriation for FY10.

Connecticut has long been a leader in the area of child abuse prevention.
Unlike the complications that have arisen with child protective services,
the CT CTF has been a shining star nationally. Their advice, innovative
and entrepreneurial spirit has been a consistent force in understanding
how best to prevent child abuse and neglect. In these increasingly difficult
budget times, it is critical that we continue o support child abuse
prevention programs that not only does save lives, but ultimately save
public dollars as well. | have attached a brief fact sheet that highlights
recent studies indicating the costs saving involved with prevention.

Thanks {o the support of the Connecticut Legislature, CT CTF has
developed or funded more than 250 family service programs and
initiatives statewide designed to engage families before crises occur. lis
vision of preventing child abuse and neglect has evolved into a
comprehensive program that addresses family issues, child development,
shaken baby prevention and child sexual abuse. The Connecticut
Children’s Trust Fund also empowers parents to become more involved in
the lives of their children and the surrounding community.

Some brief examples of the many effective Child Abuse Prevention
Programs developed and led by the Connecticut Children’s Trust Fund
include:

« The TAKE FIVE! parenting initiative that helps parents to reduce
stress and make parenting easier and more enjoyable,

« The Kinship Fund program: a probate-court administered
program that provides small grants for orphaned or abandoned
children in the care of relatives who are court-appointed legal
guardians.
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o The Help Me Grow initiative that helps parents better understand -
their child's development. Services in this initiative include the
Child Development info Line and the Ages and Stages program
that helps parents take an active role in their child's development
from four months to eight years of age,

o The Nurturing Families Network which includes telephone
support to mothers and fathers who need parenting resources, as
well as parenting education and support groups and intensive
newborn home visiting services,

« The TAKE FIVE Prevention of Shaken Baby Syndrome program,

o The Stranger You Know prevention of child sexual abuse
program

» The Family Empowerment Programs which help parents cope
effectively with hardships in their lives, as well as assist them in
developing greater parenting skills and improve family
relationships.

In closing, we ask you to consider continued support of the CT Children’s
Trust Fund. It has been our experience that when prevention is placed

within the confines of child protective services that any innovation or

success becomes limited. We urge you to continue to support the

Connecticut Children’s Trust Fund. Please do not hesitate to contact me,

if | can be of any further assistance as you weigh your FY10 budget
.decisions.

Singerely

fey, Executive Digector
n's Trust Fun



