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Senator Toni Harp, co-chairman
Representative John Geragosian, co-chairman
Members of the Appropriations Committee,

Testimony of Helen Higgins, Executive Director of the Connecticut Trust for Historic
Preservation:

My name is Helen Higgins, and I am Executive Director of the Connecticut Trust for
Historic Preservation. The Trust is Connecticut’s non-profit statewide preservation
organization, established by Special Act of the Connecticut General Assembly in 1975
(SA 93-75). It is committed to protecting and nourishing the vitality of significant
buildings and landscapes through grants, loans, on-site technical preservation assistance,
educational programs and publications.

I am here to support continued state funding for historic preservation, including the
Connecticut Trust’s Historic Preservation Technical Assistance Grants (HPTAGs)
proposed to be eliminated in 2010-11 and the Community Investment Act, whose
significant revenue for historic preservation (historic preservation’s major source of
funds) will be diverted into the general fund under Governor Rell’s proposed budget.

I know that you have hideous decisions to make in the next few months. Iam here
tonight to let you know that we want to be helpful to the Appropriations Committee and
to all legislators as you work to resolve how best to move forward with an over whelmmg
state budget deficit.

At the Connecticut Trust, we believe that a high priority must be placed on déveloping a
Connecticut Stimulus Plan that maximizes federal dollars by incorporating historic
preservation and its labor intensive, green building methods as a key component,

We need to build a plan that delivers Effective and Efficient Stimulus to our State’s
Economy. Historic Preservation does this. Tt delivers on Job Creation. It delivers on
Green Building/Energy Saving Practices. It delivers on increasing property \)a]ues and
taxes. It delivers on creating atfordable housing, ;

Over the past six years, the Connecticut Frust has given out $1.4 million in Historic
Preservation Technical Assistance Grants, stimulating an additional $5.6 million for
preservation plamming and predevelopment work. Planning and pledevelopment are the
essential first steps to creating Shovel Ready projects.

The Trust has awarded over 200 grants and loans since 2003 to 80 towns and cilies.
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What impact have these grants had?

* They have provided employment (826 separate short term jobs) to skilled
protessionals such as architects, engineers, and historians, who are especially
vulnerable to economic downturns;

o You will hear from some of them here tonight.

¢ They have made possible the preservation, stabilization, and reuse of historic
buildings for civic and institutional uses and for affordable housing; Our small
“gap” funds in our Historic Buildings Financing Fund add a critical piece to
funding for the rehabilitation of historic houses for affordable housing in our
urban neighborhoods. See the attached images for an example ot where historic
preservation funding goes.

¢ They are now creating a larger pool of “shovel-ready” restoration and
revitalization projects. With a deadline today, we anticipate at least ten
municipalities will be applying for pre-development funds for their town-owned
historic buildings.

s Historic preservation grants pay primarily for labor and services, rather than
materials. This kind of spending circulates within our communities, spreading the
economic benefit even farther.

We receive funding for our grants and loans through direct line item of $250,000 per year
and, this year, $450,000 through the Community Investment Act, which levies a real
estate conveyance tax to provide funding for farmland protection, open space acquisition,
affordable housing, and historic preservation.

In her budget recommendations for the next two years, Governor Rell proposes reducing
the Trust’s line item to $118,000 in 2009-10 and to zero in 2010-11. She also proposes
shifting all Community Investment Act receipts from their legislated uses to rthe general
fund. While we understand the importance of balancing the budget and the need for
shared sacrifice in a time of unprecedented economic uncertainty, we nonetheless believe
that eliminating all funding for historic preservation through the Trust’s line item in
two years’ time and the Community Investment Act— which funds 95% of the State
Historic Preservation Office’s grants, will do the state more harm than good.

The proposal also recommends cutting to a bone the state’s historic preservation staft and
merging the entire Commission on Culture and Tourism into the DECD. At;a time of
severe crisis, it strikes us as unnecessary, costly and diversionary to propose such cuts
and such a merger.

Historic preservation is a critical component of a Connecticut Stimulus Plan. 1 urge you
to consider less draconian cuts to all historic preservation funding. And, to avoid any

proposals that are a diversion from the crushing budget issues, including agency mergers.

Thank you for your attention to all of us tonight. [ would be happy to answer questions.



Examples of where Historic
Preservation Funding from CT
General Assembly is being invested
by the CT Trust for Historic
Preservation

Peters House, Hebron $5 520

NorthWest School, Upper Albany,
Hartford - $25,000

$11,472

First Congregational Church,
Guilford

Inspection and bid documents

$3,915

National Register District
nomination, Rowayton
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