February 11, 2009

Dear Appropriations Commlttee Member:

On behalf the Spanish American Merchants Association, a non-profit organization that provides technical
assistance to small business owners. | would like to state that the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs
Commission have been very instrumental to our organization and our community, The commlssion has
assisted our organization with opening of our Willimantic office, assisting our merchants with the WIC
program and has also supported many of our projects. They have been a vital link to other community
agencles as well,

We ask that you reconsider to maintain the Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs Commisslon in the State
budget so that they can continue with thelr work.

Respectfully
Cesar Mejia
Board Vice President

SPANISHAMERICAN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION
95 Park Street, Harlford CT 06106 Tal 860-278-5825 Fax: 860- 241-9000
235 Grand Avenue, New Haven CT 06513 Tel: 203-860-0522 Fax. 203-865-0355
872 Main Strest, Willimantic CT 06226 Tel:860-423-8400 Fax: 860-423-4800
www.samacl.org




