Lo Senator Toni Harp, John Geragosian, and the members of the Committee, thank you
for your time for allowing me to give my testimonial in support of the Asian Pacific
American Coalition of Connecticut. My name is Matthew Gleiner and [ am a Korean
American. I work for Pratt & Whitney as a turbine airfoil mechanical designer, and have
been working there since my graduation from Clarkson Univessity in May 2005.

['have a special situation that I would like to share with you, and I hope this will convince
you of why there is a need for an Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission here in
Connecticut. T have been so fortunate in my life (o have been adopted when I was five
years old from an impoverished family living just outside of Seoul. Back then, my
family realized that they could not properly care for me and since I could not act for
myself, they unselfishly gave me up for adoption in hopes that I would have a better life.
[ was eventually adopted by my family moved to the United States, and ever since then [
have never forgotten the opportunities that I have been given. 1 have worked hard to get
where [ am today, working full time at a well respected aerospace company while pursing
my master’s degree at the University of Connecticut, atways keeping in the back of my
mind that if it weren’t for the single act of my family putting me up for adoption, [ would
most likely be still living in Korea working as a farmer, and with an elementary level
education at best,

The situation for Asians in Connecticut is similar to my story. Asian Pacific Americans
are one of the fastest growing groups in Connecticut, and while many people associate
Asians with doctors, scientists, and engineers, most of the APA communities are refugees
or immigrants. While their situations might not be the ones that they have chosen
(similar to me living in poverty in Korea), these individuals needs resources and
opportunities to be successful. The support and funding of the Asian Pacific American
Commission would give the APA communities these greatly needed resources to thrive
and give back 10 the state, instead of becoming financial burdens.

I'urge the Commiitee to fund the APA Commission to address the issues that the APA
communities face today. Contrary to popular belief, most of these individuals are poor
immigrants who are unable to speak for themselves. Please allow the APA Commission
fo be their voice.

Again, I would like to thank the Committee for allowing give my testimonial in support
of the Asian American Pacific Coalition of Connecticut and the many APA communities
here in the state.
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