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Good afternoon and thank you for the opportunity to address the Appropriations and Energy &
Technology Committees regarding the ARRA plans for EECBG dollars. My name is Kerry O’ Neill,
President and CEO of Earth Markets, a Connecticut-based social venture that develops and finances
community-based residential energy efficiency projects. Earth Markets is also a founding member of
the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Alliance.

The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant monies are a unique opportunity for
Connecticut’s cities and towns. These funds could act as a force multiplier when combined with other
funding sources, or they could be a down payment on long term energy plans.

We recommend forming a Municipal Energy Stimulus Workgroup to ensure that municipalities
have all the necessary information and tools to effectively plan and apply for EECBG funds,
whether direct formula, sub-grants, regional sub-grants or competitive federal grants.

Challenges facing municipalities:

¢ Deadlines are approaching:

o June 25: Top 26 cities must submit direct formula EECBG applications, providing
program details on how they intend to use the money

o September 15: Deadline for smaller municipalities sub-grant application with OPM

e Local conflicting priorities:

o Energy is important, but budgets are a more pressing issue. Imagine a small town
considering $50,000 of stimulus funds and the complications of writing an application
and submitting quarterly reports — the transaction costs may be too high.

¢ Municipalities are not all equipped to complete detailed applications in time:
o DOE requires measurable goals and objectives, details of program and how existing
programs and strategies relate to each other.
» Jobs created and/or retained
* Energy (kwh/therms/gallons/BTUs/etc.) saved
» Renewable energy generated
= GHG emissions reduced
L]

Cost savings
Funds leveraged

Goals of a Municipal Energy Stimulus Workgroup:

1. Develop Guidance Documentation — developing a simple and consistent set of guidance
documents and instructions for towns to use that outlines the key points that they need to
understand and the steps that they need to undertake to be successful in this process - including
guidance in calculating jobs created or retained, energy savings, CO; savings, dollar savings,
and other metrics required for the application package;
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