I want to begin by thanking you for the opportunity to speak to you tonight. My name is Allyx Schiavone. I am
from New Haven. [ am a teacher. I am a mother of two young children. And I am a business owner.

But I am not here tonighi to speak to you on my behalf. Tam here to speak to you on behalf of the hundreds of
young minds threatened by the proposed $13 million dollar budget cut, a cut which unequivocally eliminates
their right to the same education that their more affluent counterparts are privileged.

I am here as a voice for the unknown potential, the children whom, with the appropriate guidance and the
careful support of dedicated educators, could be the leaders of tomorrow.

Being from New Haven, I had the privilege of meeting Dacia Toll when she began her quest for equal education
for all by dreaming about a school that would bridge the gap between rich and poor students. As many of you
know, Dacia, who was the co-founder and director of Amistad Academy, is now the president of Achievement
First an organization that supports schools in New Haven, Bridgeport and Hartford. At the time I met her she
was just beginning her journcy. She had not yet started Amistad Academy but she was sending out feelers,
looking for support, trying to get her vision off the ground.

At a meeting with various New Haven business men, Dacia presented her mission: To create a New Haven
school that gives an equal educational opportunity to children and families struggling with socio-economic
barriers. She expounded on the fact that all children, regardless of race or economic status, can succeed if they
have access to a great education. And that all children have a right to such an education.

The response was clear. She was told “It can’t be done”, “Those children just don’t learn the same way”,
“Parents like that don’t care as much about their children’s education”, “It doesn’t matter how hard you try, it
won’t make a difference.”

Defiant, Dacia did not listen. She went forward. She started her school. A school where:

»  68% of the student’s qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch,

¢  Where 98% of the students are African-American or Latino and

o Where 100% of the students are selected by Blind Lottery.
A school where all these things are true while at the same time these students received the highest 2008 reading,
writing and math scores on the Connecticut Mastery Test outranking all of New Haven and Connecticut’s
competing 8™ graders by multiple points. The exact scores were:

¢ In Reading: New Haven 51%, CT 77%, Amistad 82%

e In Writing: New Haven 58%, CT 83%, Amistad 97%

¢ InMath: New Haven 62%, CT 81%, Amistad 94%

It is clear that it can be done. That these students can learn the same way and even more, that these parents do
care about their children’s education and that it does matter how hard you try and that it will make a difference.

The efforts are proven. The formula works. There are no doubts. The money must remain. You must ensure
that these children have the opportunity to receive a fair and equal education.

As I said earlier, I am here to be certain you hear from the minds which we could one day rely upon. The
children who, with access to an exemplary education, could solve our growing moral, social, econoinic, cultural
and environmental issues. The thinkers who are prudently shaped by our nation’s latest political triumph, the
election of a man who represents the dream of millions.

I am here to be certain that our state follows that vision, to be assured that our comner of the world continues to
support the future of our students, to literally put our money where our minds are.



