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January Session, 2009 LCO No. 2702
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Referred to Committee on Housing

Introduced by:

(HSG)

AN ACT CONCERNING NONPAYMENT OF UTILITY BILLS IN

CONSIDERATION OF ELIGIBILITY OF APPLICANTS FOR PUBLIC
HOUSING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. (NEW) (Effective from passage) Whenever the history of an
applicant for rental housing concerning nonpayment of utility bills is
one of the reasons that a housing authority may deny the application,
the housing authority shall notify the applicant of such reason. The
notification shall include the name of the utility company providing
information to the housing authority concerning the applicant along
with the telephone number of such utility company for the office that
the applicant might obtain services for development of a bill payment
plan. If, not more than ninety days after the notification is mailed by
the authority, the applicant submits evidence, satisfactory to the
housing authority, of a bill payment plan, then consideration of
nonpayment of utility bills shall not be a factor in determining

eligibility for rental housing.
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Section 1 | from passage | New section

Statement of Purpose:
To require housing authorities, when nonpayment of utility bills is a
factor in denying eligibility to rent, to provide applicants with an
opportunity to enter into payment plans with utility companies before
denial of an application.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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