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January Session, 2009 LCO No. 3428

*03428 GAE™

Referred to Committee on Government Administration and
Elections

Introduced by:
(GAE)

AN ACT CONCERNING CERTAIN REVISIONS TO ELECTIONS
RELATED STATUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

—_

Section 1. Subsection (e) of section 9-23r of the general statutes is

N

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from
passage):

|68}

(e) If an individual described in subsection (a) of this section does
not submit the identification described in subsection (a) of this section
as part of the individual's application for admission as an elector, and
if the individual votes by absentee ballot in an election for federal

office, the individual shall enclose in the outer absentee ballot

O 0 NI O U1 B

envelope, and not in the inner envelope with the ballot: (1) A copy of a
10  current and valid photo identification, or (2) a copy of a current utility
11  bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other
12 government document that shows the name and address of the voter.
13 If an individual does not meet the requirements of this subsection in an
14  election for federal office, such individual's absentee ballot shall be

15 processed in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (2) of
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subsection (d) of section 9-150a and treated as a provisional ballot [for

federal office only,] pursuant to sections 9-232i to 9-2320, inclusive.

Sec. 2. Section 9-36 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The list for which provision is made in section 9-35, as amended by

this act, shall be termed the preliminary registry list and such list shall
be [completed, certified by such registrars and deposited in the town

clerk's office, at least thirty-one days before the regular election, and

shall be on file in such office] available in the office of the registrars of
voters for public inspection [until the next preliminary registry list has
been completed and filed. In each municipality having a population of
more than five thousand, a certified copy of such preliminary registry
list for each voting district therein shall be completed, reproduced,
certified by the registrars and posted in such municipality for public
inspection on or before the Saturday of the fifth week before each
regular election,] and copies shall be made available for distribution by

the registrars of voters. Whenever the registrars of voters are not in

their office, such list shall be placed outside of the office for public

inspection. The registrars of voters shall, upon request, give to [a] any
candidate for election [to the General Assembly] a copy of the
preliminary registry list for each voting district [included in the

General Assembly district] for which such person is a candidate.

Sec. 3. Section 9-37 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu there of (Effective from passage):

[Each registrar shall keep a copy of the preliminary registry list for
his use in revision. Such registrars shall give notice in such list of the
times and places at which they will hold one or more sessions during
the period between the Saturday of the fifth week before the regular
election and the Saturday of the fourth week before the regular
election, for the revision and correction of such list which, when
completed, shall be termed the "final registry list" for such election. In

each municipality having a population of more than five thousand,
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they shall also give notice of such times and places by publication in a
newspaper circulating in such municipality and by posting the same
on the signpost therein, if any, and at the office of the town clerk at
least five days before the first of such sessions. The number of sessions
shall be fixed by the registrars of each municipality. The registrars
shall also hold sessions, of which no public notice need be given, for
the purpose of correcting such preliminary list, and for the purpose of
adding to such list the names of persons entitled to be registered
thereon, on each day they are in session for the admission of electors
pursuant to section 9-17, and they may also hold sessions for revision
and correction of the registry list on any other day, except during the
period of six days preceding any regular election. On the fourteenth
day before a primary, the registrars shall hold an additional session to
hear such requests for adding names to the registry list, in accordance
with the procedure provided in this section, and the registrars shall
publish notice of such sessions in a newspaper having general
circulation in such municipality at least five days before such sessions.
Nothing in this section shall require that such publication be in the

form of a legal advertisement.] The registrars of voters shall be

available before all elections for revisions and corrections of the

preliminary list which, when completed, shall be termed "the final

registry list" for such election. In each municipality, availability of the

registrars of voters shall be the posted office hours in such

municipality for the registrars of voters.

Sec. 4. Section 9-38 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The registrars of voters in of all towns shall [, on the second Friday
preceding a regular election, deposit in the town clerk's office the final
registry list arranged as provided in section 9-35 and certified by them
to be correct, and shall retain a sufficient number of copies to be used
by them at such election for the purpose of checking the names of
those who vote. They shall place on such final list, in the order

provided in section 9-35, the names of all persons who have been
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admitted as electors. In each municipality said registrars shall also
cause to be prepared and printed and deposited in the town clerk's
office a supplementary or updated list containing the names and
addresses of electors to be transferred, restored or added to such list
prior to the fourth day before such election, provided in municipalities
having a population of less than twenty-five thousand, such additional
names may be inserted in writing in such final list. Such final registry
list and supplementary or updated list deposited in the town clerk's
office shall be on file in such office for public inspection for a period of

two years, and any elector may make copies thereof] produce a final

registry list arranged in accordance with the provisions of section 9-35,

as amended by this act, and certified by such registrars of voters to be

correct. Such final registry list and supplementary or updated list shall

be on file in the municipal clerk's office not later than the day before

election day and shall be available in the registrars of voters' office for

public inspection. Whenever the registrars of voters are not in their

office, such list shall be placed outside of the office for public
inspection.

Sec. 5. Section 9-39 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The registrars of voters of each municipality shall print copies of the
final registry list for distribution in such municipality and in all the
voting districts located therein. [, provided nothing in sections 9-12 to
9-45, inclusive, shall require the printing of more than one final
registry list for any voting district in any one year. With each printing
such registrars shall retain at least two copies of such lists and such
copies shall be available for public use in the office of the registrars for
a period of two years.] The registrars shall, upon request, give to [a]
any candidate for election [to the General Assembly] a copy of the final
registry list for each voting district [included in the General Assembly

district] for which such person is a candidate and shall maintain such

list, either on paper or in electronic format, for a period of two years.
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Sec. 6. Section 9-42 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) If it appears at any time that the name of an elector who was
formerly admitted or registered as an elector in a town and who is a
bona fide resident of such town has been omitted from the active
registry list compiled under section 9-35 by clerical error, the registrars
of voters shall add such name to such list; provided no name shall be
added to the active registry list on election day [, under the authority
conferred by this section,] without the consent of both registrars of

voters.

(b) If it appears at any time that the name of an elector who was
formerly admitted or registered as an elector in a town and who is a
bona fide resident of such town has been omitted from the active
registry list, the registrars of voters shall, upon [a written request]

submission of a new application for voter registration signed by the

elector under penalties of false statement, [to the registrar stating that
such elector is still a bona fide resident of such town and is not an

elector of any other town,] add such name to [such] the supplemental

list, provided no name shall be added to the active registry list on
election day [, pursuant to this section,] without the consent of both

registrars of voters.

(c) The registrars of voters shall cause the inactive registry list

compiled under section 9-35 to be completed and printed and

[deposited in the town clerk's office and] available to the public. The
registrars of voters shall provide [a sufficient number of] copies for use

in the polling place on election day. If on election day the name of an
elector appears on such inactive registry list, including the name of an
elector who has not responded to a confirmation of voting residence
notice under subsection (e) of section 9-35 and has not voted in two
consecutive federal elections, such name shall be added to the [active

registry] supplemental list upon [written affirmation] submission of a

new application for voter registration signed by the elector, under
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penalties of false statement, before an election official at the polling
place [, that such elector is still a bona fide resident of such town,] and
upon the consent of both registrars of voters or assistant registrars of
voters, as the case may be, in the polls.

(d) The name of no elector shall be added to the active registry list
under the provisions of this section, unless [his] the elector's name [or
some name intended for his name] was on the active registry list for at
least one of the four years previous. [or on one of the preliminary
active registry lists for the year in which the registrars are in session.]

Sec. 7. Section 9-50a of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The registrars of voters of each town shall [, on a monthly basis,]
compile a list of (1) all persons whose names were added, restored,
removed or erased from the active and inactive registry lists, [during
the preceding month,] (2) all electors who changed either their names
or addresses, [during such period] and (3) all persons sent notices
required under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, P.L. 103-
31, as amended from time to time, and all persons who have replied to
such notices. Such list shall include, but not be limited to, each such
person's or elector's (A) name, (B) former name, [if changed during
such period,] (C) address, [including zip code,] (D) former address,
[including zip code, if changed during such period,] (E) voting district,
and (F) party affiliation, if any. The registrars shall make each such list
available to the public in accordance with the provisions of section 1-
210.

Sec. 8. Subsection (d) of section 9-50b of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from
passage):

(d) [After] Not later than sixty days after each election or primary,

the registrars of voters shall [promptly] update the state-wide

centralized voter registration system and indicate whether the eligible
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voters on the official registry list for such election or primary voted

and, if so, if they voted in person or by absentee ballot.

Sec. 9. Section 9-55 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) The registrars of voters shall cause to be printed [at least once
during the calendar year a sufficient number of copies of complete,
corrected enrollment lists certified by them as correct, provided a
supplementary or updated list shall be printed within one week after a
session held on the fourteenth day before a primary] a complete
enrollment list and shall make such list available to the public upon

request.

(b) If a political party authorizes unaffiliated electors to vote in a
primary, under section 9-431, and a notice of primary is published, the
registrars shall cause a list of all unaffiliated electors eligible to vote in
the primary to be printed [within one week after the session held on
the fourteenth day] before such primary. If unaffiliated electors are
authorized to vote in only one party's primary and are authorized to
vote for all offices to be contested at the primary, the registrars may
print the list of unaffiliated electors in combination with such party's

enrollment list, indicating party affiliation where applicable.

(c) If the legislative body of the municipality votes to eliminate

separate enrollment lists under section 9-54 and:

(1) Notices of primaries are published for two parties to be held on
the same day, the registrars of voters shall print complete separate
enrollment lists [within one week after the enrollment session held on
the fourteenth day before the primary] and, if unaffiliated electors are
authorized to vote in the primary, the registrars of voters shall print a
separate list of unaffiliated electors as provided in subsection (b) of this

section; or

(2) A notice of primary is published for one party in which
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unaffiliated electors are authorized to vote for some but not all offices
to be contested at the primary, the registrars of voters shall print a
complete separate enrollment list and a separate list of unaffiliated

electors as provided in subsection (b) of this section; or

(3) A notice of primary is published for only one party and (A)
unaffiliated electors are not authorized to vote, or (B) unaffiliated
electors are authorized to vote for all offices to be contested at the
primary, a registry list may be used as a checklist at the primary and
the registrars of voters shall [, within one week after the session held
on the fourteenth day before such primary,] print a supplementary or
updated list indicating those electors who have become eligible to vote

in the primary since the printing of the registry list.

(d) Whenever a list is required by this section to be printed, [within
one week after the session held on the fourteenth day before the
primary,] a supplement to such list shall be compiled by the registrars
of voters of persons who after such date and prior to twelve o'clock
noon of the last business day before the primary become eligible to
vote in such primary. The registrars of voters may combine such
separate compilation with the foregoing printed list [either by inserting
the names in writing or] by reprinting the list or incorporating the

supplementary [or updated list into a single printed] list.

(e) The registrars of voters shall [file one copy of each such list with
the town clerk which copy shall be] make available for public use such

list in the office of the [town clerk] registrars of voters until the

printing of the next completed [, corrected] enrollment list; and they
shall deliver to the chairman of the town committee of each political
party [five] copies of each such list for each voting district in the town.

Whenever the registrars of voters are not in their office, such list shall

be placed outside of the office for public inspection. Upon request the
registrars of voters shall give one complete set of such lists to each
candidate for nomination for any office or for election as a town

committee member. They shall deliver a sufficient number of copies
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thereof to the moderator of each primary. [With each printing the
registrars shall retain at least six copies of each such list and such
copies shall be available for public use in the office of the registrars
until the printing of the next complete, corrected enrollment list.] No
petition brought under the provisions of section 9-63 shall operate to
delay the completion and printing of such lists. If the petition of any

elector is granted after any such list has been completed, the [registrar

or assistant registrar] registrars of voters or assistant registrars of
voters, as the case may be, shall issue to such elector a certificate

showing that the elector is entitled to the privileges accompanying

enrollment in the political party named in the elector's petition.

Sec. 10. Section 9-140 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Application for an absentee ballot shall be made to the clerk of
the municipality in which the applicant is eligible to vote or has
applied for such eligibility. Any person who assists another person in
the completion of an application shall, in the space provided, sign the
application and print or type his name, residence address and
telephone number. Such signature shall be made under the penalties of
false statement in absentee balloting. The municipal clerk shall not
invalidate the application solely because it does not contain the name
of a person who assisted the applicant in the completion of the
application. The municipal clerk shall not distribute with an absentee
ballot application any material which promotes the success or defeat of
any candidate or referendum question. [The municipal clerk shall
maintain a log of all absentee ballot applications provided under this
subsection, including the name and address of each person to whom
applications are provided and the number of applications provided to
each such person. Each absentee ballot application provided by the
municipal clerk shall be consecutively numbered and be stamped or
marked with the name of the municipality issuing the application.]
The application shall be signed by the applicant under the penalties of
false statement in absentee balloting on (1) the form prescribed by the
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Secretary of the State pursuant to section 9-139a, (2) a form provided
by any federal department or agency if applicable pursuant to section
9-153a, or (3) any of the special forms of application prescribed
pursuant to section 9-150c, 9-153a, 9-153b, 9-153d, 9-153e, 9-153f or 9-
158d, if applicable. Any such absentee ballot applicant who is unable
to write may cause the application to be completed by an authorized
agent who shall, in the spaces provided for the date and signature,
write the date and name of the absentee ballot applicant followed by
the word "by" and his own signature. If the ballot is to be mailed to the
applicant, the applicant shall list the bona fide personal mailing
address of the applicant in the appropriate space on the application.(b)
A municipal clerk may transmit an application to a person under this
subsection by facsimile machine. If a municipal clerk has a facsimile
machine, an applicant may return a completed application to the clerk
by such a machine, provided the applicant shall also mail the original
of the completed application to the clerk, either separately or with the
absentee ballot that is issued to the applicant. If the clerk does not
receive such original application by the close of the polls on the day of
the election, primary or referendum, the absentee ballot shall not be

counted.

(c) The municipal clerk shall check the name of each absentee ballot
applicant against the last-completed registry list and any
supplementary registry lists on file in the municipal clerk's office. If the
name of such applicant does not appear on any of such lists, the clerk
shall send such applicant a notice, in a form prescribed by the
Secretary of the State, to the effect that (1) the applicant's name did not
appear on the list of electors of the municipality at the time the
application was processed, and (2) unless the applicant is admitted or
restored as an elector of the municipality by the applicable cutoff dates
an absentee ballot will not be mailed to him. Such notice shall not be so
mailed if, prior to the mailing of the notice, the registrars provide the
clerk with reliable information showing the absentee ballot applicant

to be an elector of the municipality.
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(d) An absentee voting set shall consist of an absentee ballot, inner
and outer envelopes for its return, instructions for its use, and if
applicable, explanatory texts concerning ballot questions, as provided
for in sections 2-30a and 9-369b. No other material shall be included
with an absentee voting set issued to an applicant except as provided
in sections 9-153e and 9-153f or where necessary to correct an error or

omission as provided in section 9-153c.

(e) Upon receipt of an application, the municipal clerk shall, unless a
notice is mailed to the applicant pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section, write the serial number of the outer envelope included in the
absentee voting set to be issued to the applicant in the space provided
for that purpose on the application form. Sets shall be issued to
applicants in consecutive ascending numerical order of the envelope
serial numbers, and the clerk shall keep a list of the numbers indicating
beside each number the name of the applicant to whom that set was
issued. The list shall be preserved as a public record as required by
section 9-150b.

(f) Absentee voting sets shall be issued beginning on the thirty-first
day before an election and the twenty-first day before a primary or, if
such day is a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, beginning on the next

preceding business day.

(g) On the first day of issuance of absentee voting sets the municipal
clerk shall mail an absentee voting set to each applicant whose
application was received by the clerk prior to that day. When the clerk
receives an application during the time period in which absentee
voting sets are to be issued he shall mail an absentee voting set to the
applicant, within twenty-four hours, unless the applicant submits his
application in person at the office of the clerk and asks to be given his
absentee voting set immediately, in which case the clerk shall comply
with the request. Any absentee voting set to be mailed to an applicant
shall be mailed to the bona fide personal mailing address shown on the

application. Issuance of absentee voting sets shall also be subject to the
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provisions of subsection (c) of this section, section 9-150c and section 9-
159q concerning persons designated to deliver or return ballots in
cases involving unforeseen illness or disability and supervised voting

at certain health care institutions.

(h) No absentee ballot shall be issued on the day of an election or
primary, or after the opening of the polls on the day of a referendum,
except in cases involving unforeseen illness or disability or presidential
or overseas ballots as provided in section 9-150c and sections 9-158a to

9-158m, inclusive.

(i) The municipal clerk shall file executed applications in
alphabetical order according to the applicants' surnames. Such
applications shall be preserved as a public record as required by
section 9-150b.

(j) No person shall pay or give any compensation to another and no
person shall accept any compensation solely for (1) distributing
absentee ballot applications obtained from a municipal clerk or the
Secretary of the State, or (2) assisting any person in the execution of an

absentee ballot.

[(k) (1) A person shall register with the town clerk before
distributing five or more absentee ballot applications for an election,
primary or referendum, not including applications distributed to such
person's immediate family. Such requirement shall not apply to a

person who is the designee of an applicant.]

[(2)] (k) Any person who distributes absentee ballot applications
shall maintain a list of the names and addresses of prospective
absentee ballot applicants who receive such applications, and shall file
such list with the town clerk prior to the date of the primary, election
or referendum for which the applications were so distributed. Any
person who distributes absentee ballot applications and receives an

executed application shall forthwith file the application with the town
clerk.
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(I) No candidate, party or political committee, or agent of such
candidate or committee shall mail unsolicited applications for absentee
ballots to any person, unless such mailing includes: (1) A written
explanation of the eligibility requirements for voting by absentee ballot
as prescribed in subsection (a) of section 9-135, and (2) a written
warning that voting or attempting to vote by absentee ballot without
meeting one or more of such eligibility requirements subjects the
elector or applicant to potential civil and criminal penalties. As used in
this subsection, "agent" means any person authorized to act on behalf

of another person.

[(m) The Secretary of the State shall conspicuously post on the
Secretary of the State's web site, adjacent to the absentee ballot
application form available for downloading, a notice that the
application may be downloaded by a person only for (1) the person's
own use, (2) the use of a member of the person's immediate family, or
(3) the use of a designee of the applicant. The notice shall also contain
an advisory statement concerning the requirements of subsection (k) of

this section.

(n) The State Elections Enforcement Commission, in consultation
with the Secretary of the State, shall prepare a summary of the
requirements and prohibitions of the absentee voting laws, which shall
be posted on said agencies' web sites. Candidates and political party
chairpersons shall provide such summary to campaign and party

employees and volunteers.]

[(0)] (m) As used in this section, (1) "immediate family" has the same
meaning as provided in subsection (a) of section 9-140b, and (2)
"designee" has the same meaning as provided in subsection (b) of
section 9-140b.

Sec. 11. Subsections (e) to (h), inclusive, of section 9-140c of the
general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu

thereof (Effective from passage):
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(e) Ballots received not later than eleven o'clock a.m. on such last
day before the election, primary or referendum shall be delivered by
the clerk to the registrars not earlier than ten o'clock a.m. and not later
than twelve o'clock noon on the day of the election or primary and at
twelve o'clock noon on the day of a referendum. [for counting,
provided that the registrars may at their discretion direct the clerk to
retain for later delivery as many of such ballots as they deem necessary
to preserve the secrecy of ballots to be counted at later times as
provided in this section.] If central counting has been designated
pursuant to section 9-147a, the clerk shall also deliver to the registrars
at this time the duplicate checklist provided for in subsection (b) of this
section, for the use of the absentee ballot counters pursuant to

subsection (i) of this section.

(f) Absentee ballots timely received by the clerk after eleven o'clock
a.m. of such last day before an election, primary or referendum shall be
sorted into voting districts by the clerk and retained by him separately
until delivered [at the times provided in this section] to the registrars

of voters for checking. [and counting.]

(g) Any or all of such ballots received after eleven o'clock a.m. of
such last day before an election, primary or referendum and before six
o'clock p.m. on the day of the election, primary or referendum shall,
upon request of the registrars, be delivered to the registrars by the
municipal clerk at six o'clock p.m. on the day of the election, primary

or referendum for checking. [and counting.]

(h) Absentee ballots received after six o'clock p.m. and any ballots
received prior to six which were not delivered earlier shall be
delivered to the registrars at the close of the polls for checking. [and
counting] Although absentee ballots shall be checked by the registrars

of voters at various time throughout the election, primary or

referendum day, absentee ballots may be counted at one single time

during such day.

Sec. 12. Section 9-150a of the general statutes is repealed and the

LCO No. 3428 {D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2009HB-06440-R00-HB.doc } 14 of 53



Raised Bill No. 6440

430

431
432
433
434
435
436

437
438
439
440

441
442
443
444
445
446
447

448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(@) [Not earlier than ten o'clock a.m. and not later than twelve
o'clock noon on the day of the election or primary and not earlier than
twelve o'clock noon on the day of a referendum the] The absentee
ballot counters shall proceed to the polling places for which they have
been assigned ballots or to the central counting location at the times

designated by the registrars of voters.

(b) At the time each group of ballots is delivered to them pursuant
to section 9-140c, the counters shall perform any checking of such
ballots required by subsection (i) of said section and shall then proceed

as hereinafter provided.

(c) Except with respect to ballots marked "Rejected" pursuant to said
section 9-140c or other applicable law, the counters shall remove the
inner envelopes from the outer envelopes, shall note the total number
of absentee ballots received and shall report such total to the
moderator. They shall similarly note and separately so report the total
numbers of presidential ballots and overseas ballots received pursuant

to sections 9-158a to 9-158m, inclusive.

(d) (1) If the statement on the inner envelope has not been signed as
required by section 9-140a, such inner envelope shall not be opened or
the ballot removed therefrom, and such inner envelope shall be
replaced in the opened outer envelope which shall be marked
"Rejected" and the reason therefor endorsed thereon by the counters.
(2) If such statement is signed but the individual completing the ballot
is an individual described in subsection (a) of section 9-23r and has not
met the requirements of subsection (e) of section 9-23r, the counters
shall replace the ballot in the opened inner envelope, replace the inner
envelope in the opened outer envelope and mark "Rejected as an
Absentee Ballot" and endorse the reason for such rejection on the outer
envelope, and the ballot shall be treated as a provisional ballot [for

federal offices only,] pursuant to sections 9-232i to 9-2320, inclusive.
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(e) The counters shall then remove the absentee ballots from the

remaining inner envelopes.

(f) Before the ballots are counted, all opened outer and inner
envelopes from which such ballots have been removed, and all outer
envelopes marked "Rejected" as required by law, shall be placed and
sealed by the counters, separately by voting district, in depository
envelopes prescribed by the Secretary of the State and provided by the
municipal clerk. The counters shall seal such depository envelopes by
wrapping them lengthwise and sideways with nonreusable tape,
endorse on each such envelope their names, the voting district and the

time of the count, and deliver such envelopes to the moderator.

(g) The counters shall then count such ballots as provided in this

section. The moderator shall supervise the counting.

(h) The Secretary of the State shall provide a procedure manual for
counting absentee ballots. The manual shall include a description of
the steps to be followed in receiving, handling, counting and
preserving absentee ballots. Facsimile ballots shall be printed in the
manual, illustrating potential variations in ballot markings along with

the correct interpretation to be given in each situation illustrated.

(i) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section the provisions of
section 9-265 shall apply to write-in votes on absentee ballots at

elections.

(2) Votes cast by absentee ballot at a primary may be counted only
for candidates whose names appear on the ballot [label] on primary
day, and no write-in vote shall be counted except as provided in

subdivision (3) of this subsection.

(3) If a write-in vote on an absentee ballot is cast for a candidate for
any office whose name appears on the ballot [label] for that office on
election or primary day, such candidate's name shall be deemed to

have been checked on such ballot and, except as otherwise provided in
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subsection (j) of this section, one vote shall be counted and recorded

for such candidate for such office.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in said section 9-265, if the name of
a registered write-in candidate for an office is written in for such office
on an absentee ballot it shall be deemed validly written in for purposes

of subsection (j) of this section.

(j) In the counting of absentee ballots the intent of the voter shall
govern, provided the following conclusive presumptions, where

applicable, shall prevail in determining such intent:

(1) If the names of more candidates for an office than the voter is
entitled to vote for are checked or validly written in, then the vote cast
for that office shall be deemed an invalid overvote.

(2) If the name of a candidate who has vacated his candidacy is
checked such vote shall not be counted.

(3) On an absentee ballot on which candidates' names are printed, a
vote shall be deemed cast only for each candidate whose name is
individually checked or validly written in, except as otherwise
provided in this subsection. If a party designation is circled, checked,
underscored or similarly marked in any manner, or written in, no vote
shall be deemed cast or cancelled for any candidate by virtue of such

marking or writing.

(k) If the intent of an absentee voter is difficult to ascertain due to
uncertain, conflicting or incorrect ballot markings which are not clearly
addressed in this section or in the procedure manual for counting
absentee ballots provided by the Secretary of the State, the absentee
ballot counters shall submit the ballot and their question to the
moderator. They shall then count the ballot in accordance with the
moderator's decision as to the voter's intent, if such intent is
ascertainable. A ballot or part of a ballot on which the intent is

determined by the moderator to be not ascertainable, shall not be
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counted. The moderator shall endorse on the ballot the question and

his decision.

(I) No absentee ballot shall be rejected as a marked ballot unless, in
the opinion of the moderator, it was marked for the purpose of

providing a means of identifying the voter who cast it.

(m) After the absentee ballots have been so counted they shall be
placed by the counters, separately by voting district, in depository
envelopes prescribed by the Secretary of the State and provided by the
municipal clerk. Any notes, worksheets, or other written materials
used by the counters in counting such ballots shall be endorsed by
them with their names, the date and the time of the count and shall
also be placed in such depository envelopes together with the ballots,
and with the separate record of the number of votes cast on such
ballots for each candidate as required by section 9-150b. Such
depository envelopes shall then be sealed, endorsed and delivered to
the moderator by the counters in the same manner as provided in

subsection (f) of this section.

Sec. 13. Section 9-153e of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

A member of the armed forces who is an elector or an applicant for
admission as an elector, or the member's spouse or dependent if living
where such member is stationed, may apply before a regular election
for a blank absentee ballot to vote for all offices being contested at the
election. The clerk shall make such ballots available for this purpose

beginning not earlier than [ninety days before] the first business day of

January of the year of such election. Application shall be made upon a

form prescribed by the Secretary of the State or on the federal postcard
application form provided pursuant to the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 100 Stat. 924, 42 USC 1973ff et seq., as
amended from time to time, or any other applicable law and shall be
issued only if the applicant states that due to military contingencies the

regular application procedure, as set forth in section 9-140, cannot be
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followed. Upon receipt of the application, the municipal clerk shall
issue the ballot, which shall be prescribed and printed by the Secretary
of the State, and a list of the offices to be voted upon indicating the
number of individuals for which each elector may vote. As soon as a
complete list of nominated candidates, including the party
designations of such candidates, and questions is available, the clerk
shall send such list to each applicant. If the list of candidates and
questions is not available when the ballot is issued, the clerk shall
include a statement indicating that such list shall be mailed as soon as
it becomes available. The ballot shall permit the elector to vote by
writing in the names of specific candidates and offices for which he is
voting. The elector may also vote on the questions in a manner
prescribed by the Secretary of the State. If the military contingency no
longer exists, application for an additional ballot for all offices may be

made pursuant to the provisions of section 9-153b.

Sec. 14. Subsection (a) of section 9-172b of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(a) In each municipality or political subdivision in which a special
election or referendum is to be held, the registrars of voters shall
prepare a supplementary or updated list of the names and addresses of
those persons who acquired voting privileges after the completion of
the revised registry list and prior to the day of such special election or
referendum. In each such municipality or political subdivision, not
later than the day before such special election or referendum, such
registrars of voters shall cause to be completed and printed [and
deposited in the town clerk's office] such list arranged as provided in
section 9-35 and certified by them to be correct, and shall retain a
sufficient number of copies to be used by them at such election or
referendum for the purpose of checking the names of those who vote,
provided the names of any persons who acquired such voting
privileges within thirty days before such special election or

referendum may be inserted on such printed list in writing.
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(b) In the case of a special election or referendum, no person
admitted as an elector on the day of the special election or referendum
shall be entitled to vote in that election.

Sec. 15. Section 9-229a of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

[(a) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, the
Secretary of the State, upon receipt of a written request from a certified
candidate in any election or primary that is received by the Secretary
of the State not later than thirty days prior to such primary or election,
and after consultation with the registrars of voters, shall appoint
election or primary day polling place observers as requested who shall
be electors of the state, including without limitation an observer who
accompanies and observes the election or primary moderator. Such
polling place observers shall record the names and other identifying
information of individuals involved in any irregularities or violations
and report this information to the Secretary of the State or the
Secretary's designee who shall forward all such information to the
State Elections Enforcement Commission and all candidates whose
names appear on the ballot. During any such primary or election,
observers shall immediately report any irregularities or violations of
law and the names and other identifying information of any electors
who are not allowed to vote to the Secretary of the State, or the
Secretary's designee, who shall inform the relevant registrar of voters
and the moderator and require immediate and appropriate corrective

action.

(b) The Secretary of the State shall establish suitable duties,
responsibilities and a curriculum, training program and certification
process for such polling place observers. Such training program and
certification process shall include, without limitation, procedures for
counting and recording absentee ballots, the use of voting machines,
voting when a name does not appear on a voting list and the duties of

a moderator in the conduct of a primary and election. Once certified,
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the Secretary shall assign each polling place observer to a specific
polling place or polling places. Once assigned, the polling place
observer shall have the ability to enter and leave the assigned polling
places at any time during election or primary day. If at any such time
an observer becomes disruptive to the orderly process of voting, the
moderator shall have the ability to remove such observers from the
polling place. No candidate or member of the immediate family of a
candidate shall be appointed as a polling place observer for a polling

place on which such candidate may appear on the ballot.

(c) Any observer who wilfully, knowingly or recklessly interferes
with the orderly process of voting shall be subject to the provisions of
section 9-366.

(d) The Secretary may adopt regulations, pursuant to chapter 54, to

administer the program established pursuant to this section.]

[(e)] (@) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, the
registrars of voters of each municipality may appoint additional
election officials on the day of, or on any day after, an election or
primary, if, in the opinion of both registrars of voters, additional
election officials are needed because (1) an election official appointed
prior to the day of the election or primary is unable to serve as an
election official for any reason, (2) it is necessary to accommodate the
public convenience of the electors in any voting district, or (3) it is
necessary to improve the administration of the election or primary.
The registrars of voters shall file a written opinion with the municipal
clerk indicating the reasons for the appointment of any such additional
election officials.

[(f)] (b) Not later than September 1, 2007, the Secretary of the State
shall establish a code of ethics for polling place observers, registrars of
voters and poll workers. Such code of ethics shall be conspicuously

posted in each polling place and in the office of the registrars of voters.

[(g)] (c) The Secretary of the State may establish a training program
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for instruction on such code of ethics and a training program

concerning accessibility of polling places by persons with disabilities.

Sec. 16. Section 9-232c of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The moderator shall keep an accurate memorandum of the
challenge which shall include (1) the name of the challenged voter; (2)
his registry list address; (3) the reason for the challenge; (4) the name
and address of the challenger; (5) pertinent facts concerning the
challenge; and (6) the result of the moderator's decision. The
challenged voter shall also sign such memorandum and it shall be

assigned the same number as the [challenged] provisional ballot.

Sec. 17. Section 9-232i of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

As used in this section and [sections] section 9-23r, [and 9-2321]
"election for federal office" means an election for electors of President
and Vice-President, an election or primary for United States Senator

and an election or primary for Representative in Congress.

Sec. 18. Section 9-232j of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The moderator of the election in each voting district shall appear at

the office of the [town clerk] registrar of voters not later than eight

o'clock p.m. of the day before an election. [for federal office.] At such

time, the [town clerk] registrars of voters shall provide a provisional

ballot packet to such moderator or moderators. Each packet shall
include: (1) The appropriate number of provisional ballots [for federal
office provided by the Secretary of the State,] which shall be equal to
not less than one per cent of the number of electors who are eligible to
vote in the voting district served by the moderator, or such other
number as the [municipal clerk and the] registrars of voters agree is

sufficient to protect electors' voting rights, (2) the appropriate number
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of serially-numbered envelopes prescribed by the Secretary, (3) a
provisional ballot inventory form, (4) a provisional ballot depository

envelope, and (5) other necessary forms prescribed by the Secretary.

Sec. 19. Section 9-232k of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The Secretary of the State shall prescribe [and provide to town
clerks] the provisional ballot which shall be [a] the regular ballot of
candidates. [for federal office.] The Secretary may prescribe that the
provisional ballot be the [overseas] ballot prepared under section [9-
158i] 9-135b.

Sec. 20. Section 9-232] of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) An individual may apply for and be issued a provisional ballot if
(1) the individual appears at the polling place and declares that such
individual is an elector in the town in which the individual desires to
vote and that the individual is eligible to vote in the primary or
election [for federal office] in the polling place, but the name of the
individual does not appear on the official registry list for such polling
place, and (2) the registrars determine that such name cannot be
restored under section 9-42 or transferred from another polling place
under section 9-35.

(b) If the moderator decides that an elector, whose name appears on
the registry list and who has been challenged pursuant to [sections]
section 9-232 [to 9-232f, inclusive,] is not eligible to vote in the primary
or election, [for federal office,] such elector may apply for and cast a
provisional ballot upon the execution of a written affirmation by the
elector at the polling place affirming that the elector is qualified to vote
in the election or primary for federal office in the polling place and has
neither offered himself to vote nor voted in person or by absentee
ballot at said election or primary [for federal office] at the polling

place.
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(c) Such application for provisional ballot shall be prescribed by the
Secretary of the State, executed before an election official and include a
written affirmation, under penalty of false statement in absentee
balloting pursuant to section 9-359a, which shall be in the form

substantially as follows:

AFFIRMATION: I, the undersigned, do hereby state, under

penalties of false statement, that:
1.1 am an elector in the town indicated.

2. 1 am eligible to vote in the election or primary indicated for

federal office today in the town and polling place indicated.

3.a. My name does not appear on the official list of eligible voters for
the polling place indicated, and the polling place officials called the
registrars of voters and were told that my name did not appear on the
active registry list for this town for at least one of the four years
previous or on one of the preliminary active registry lists for this year;

or

b. The moderator decided that I am not eligible to vote [for federal
office] in the town indicated for the reason of disfranchisement, lack of
identity, lack of bona fide residence or failure to present the prescribed

identification required for new electors after January 1, 2003, indicated.

4. My residence address is located in the voting district that this

polling place serves.

5. I have not voted and I will not vote otherwise than by this ballot
in person or by absentee ballot at this election or primary. [for federal

office.]
6. I apply for a provisional ballot. [for federal office.]

Sec. 21. Section 9-232n of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
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Immediately after the close of the polls, the moderator shall seal the
provisional ballot depository envelope and deliver such envelope to
the registrars of voters of the town. The registrars of voters shall
forthwith verify the information contained with each provisional
ballot. If the registrars of voters determine that the applicant is eligible
to vote, they shall note their decision on the outer envelope of the
ballot and open and count the provisional ballot in accordance with
the provisions of sections 9-232i to 9-2320, inclusive, and procedures
prescribed by the Secretary of the State. If the registrars of voters are
unable to determine that the applicant is eligible to vote or determine
that the applicant is not eligible to vote, the applicant's provisional
ballot sealed envelope shall be marked "rejected", along with the
reason for such rejection, and signed by the registrars of voters. The
registrars of voters shall verify and count all provisional ballots in their
town not later than six days after the election or primary. The
registrars of voters shall forthwith prepare and sign in duplicate a
report showing the number of provisional ballots received from
electors, the number rejected and the number counted, and showing
the additional votes counted for each candidate [for federal office] on
the provisional ballots. The registrars of voters shall file one report
with the town clerk and shall seal one in the depository envelope with
the provisional ballots and file such depository envelope with the town
clerk. The depository envelope shall be preserved by the town clerk for
the period of time required to preserve counted absentee ballots. [for
federal elections.] The head moderator shall forthwith file a corrected
return [for federal offices] with the town clerk and the Secretary
showing (1) the final votes after any recanvass, pursuant to sections 9-
311 to 9-311b, inclusive, the votes on provisional ballots and the totals,
and (2) the number of provisional ballots received from electors, the
number rejected and the number counted, as reported by the registrars

of voters.

Sec. 22. Subsection (e) of section 9-236b of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):
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(e) For use at elections [for federal office] and primaries, the

Secretary of the State shall prescribe [and the municipal clerk shall
provide] for all polling places in the municipality: (1) Instructions on
how to cast a provisional ballot, (2) instructions for mail-in registrants
and first-time voters who register to vote by mail on or after January 1,
2003, (3) general information concerning voting rights under federal
and Connecticut laws, including information on the right of an
individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how to
contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged to have been
violated, and (4) general information on federal and state laws

concerning prohibitions on acts of fraud and misrepresentation.

Sec. 23. Subsection (a) of section 9-238 of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from
passage):

(a) Except as provided in [sections 9-271 and] section 9-272, voting
[machines] tabulators shall be used at all elections held in any
municipality, or in any part thereof, for voting and registering and
counting votes cast at such elections for officers, and upon all
questions or amendments submitted at such elections. The board of
selectmen of each town, the common council of each city and the
warden and burgesses of each borough shall purchase or lease, or
otherwise provide, for use at elections in each such municipality a
number of voting tabulators approved by the Secretary of the State.
Different voting tabulators may be provided for different voting
districts in the same municipality. Notwithstanding any provision of
this subsection to the contrary, the registrars of voters of a
municipality may determine the number of voting tabulators that shall
be provided for use at any special election in such municipality,
provided the registrars shall provide at least one voting tabulator in
the municipality or, in a municipality divided into voting districts, at

least one voting tabulator in each such district.

Sec. 24. Section 9-247a of the general statutes is repealed and the
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following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

No candidate, as defined in section 9-601, [or] member of the
immediate family, as defined in section 1-79, of a candidate or business

entity that a candidate is a member of in any capacity shall transport,

prepare, repair or maintain a voting [machine] tabulator. No provision
of this section shall prohibit [(1)] a member of the immediate family of
a candidate from serving as a moderator. [or (2) a candidate for the
office of registrar of voters or a member of the immediate family of

such a candidate from serving as a voting machine mechanic.]

Sec. 25. Section 9-250 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Ballots shall be printed in [black ink, in] plain clear type [,] and on
[clear white] material of such size as will fit the tabulator, and shall be
furnished by the registrar of voters. The size and style of the type used
to print the name of a political party on a ballot shall be identical with
the size and style of the type used to print the names of all other
political parties appearing on such ballot. The name of each major
party candidate for a municipal office, as defined in section 9-372,
except for the municipal offices of state senator and state
representative, shall appear on the ballot as it appears on the registry
list of the candidate's town of voting residence, except as provided in
section 9-42a. The name of each major party candidate for a state or
district office, as defined in section 9-372, or for the municipal office of
state senator or state representative shall appear on the ballot as it
appears on the certificate or statement of consent filed under section 9-
388, subsection (b) of section 9-391, or section 9-400 or 9-409, as
amended by this act. The name of each minor party candidate shall

appear on the ballot as it appears on the registry list in accordance
with the provisions of section 9-452. The name of each nominating
petition candidate shall appear on the ballot as it is verified by the
town clerk on the application filed under section 9-453b. The size and

style of the type used to print the name of a candidate on a ballot shall
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be identical with the size and style of the type used to print the names
of all other candidates appearing on such ballot. Such ballot shall
contain the names of the offices and the names of the candidates
arranged thereon. The names of the political parties and party
designations shall be arranged on the ballots, either in columns or
horizontal rows as set forth in section 9-249a, immediately adjacent to
the column or row occupied by the candidate or candidates of such
political party or organization. [When two or more candidates are to be
elected to the same office, the] The ballot shall be printed in such

manner as to indicate [that] how many candidates the elector may vote

for, [any two or such other number as he is entitled to vote for,]
provided in the case of a town adopting the provisions of section 9-
204a, such ballot shall indicate the maximum number of candidates
who may be elected to such office from any party. If two or more
candidates are to be elected to the same office for different terms, the
term for which each is nominated shall be printed on the official ballot
as a part of the title of the office. If, at any election, one candidate is to
be elected for a full term and another to fill a vacancy, the official ballot
containing the names of the candidates in the foregoing order shall, as
a part of the title of the office, designate the term which such
candidates are severally nominated to fill. No column, under the name
of any political party or independent organization, shall be printed on
any official ballot, which contains more candidates for any office than

the number for which an elector may vote for that office.

Sec. 26. Section 9-253 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

When a major or minor party is entitled to nominate two or more
candidates for a particular office, the order of the names of its
candidates for such office appearing on the voting machine ballot label
shall be determined by the registrars of voters by lot in a ceremony
which shall be open to the public, except as hereinafter provided.
When such a candidate is nominated for the same office by more than

one party, his name shall appear on each appropriate row on the
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voting machine ballot label in the same column in which it appears
under the foregoing provision in either (1) the party row of the party
with which he is enrolled, or (2) the first party row on which his name

is to appear if such candidate is an unaffiliated elector order that such

candidate's name was drawn for each political party. The registrars of

voters shall provide at least five days' public notice for each ceremony
held under this section. The ballot order of nominating petition
candidates for multiple-opening offices shall be as prescribed in
section 9-453r.

Sec. 27. Section 9-254 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Each municipal clerk shall, not later than the one hundred eightieth
day prior to the day of any regular municipal election, file with the
Secretary of the State, on a form approved by said secretary, a list of
the offices to be filled at such election and the terms thereof and the
number of candidates for which each elector may vote. Said secretary
shall, within seventy days from the date of receipt of such list, return a
copy of such list to the municipal clerk. Each municipal clerk shall,
within ten days after the receipt of the returned list, mail a copy
thereof to the chairman of the town committee of each major political
party within the municipality.

Sec. 28. Section 9-258 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

For municipalities with more than one voting district, the election
officials of each polling place [, including voting tabulator technicians,]
shall be electors of the state and shall consist of one moderator, at least
one but not more than two official checkers, two assistant registrars of
voters of opposite political parties, each of whom shall be residents of
the town, not more than two challengers if the registrars of voters have
appointed challengers pursuant to section 9-232, and at least one and
not more than two ballot clerks and at least one but not more than two

voting tabulator tenders for each voting tabulator in use at the polling
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place. A known candidate for any office shall not serve as an election
official on election day or serve at the polls in any capacity, except that
a municipal clerk or a registrar of voters, who is a candidate for the
same office, may perform his or her official duties. If, in the opinion of
the registrar of voters, the public convenience of the electors in any
voting district so requires, provision shall be made for an additional
line or lines of electors at the polling place and, if more than one line of
electors is established, at least one but not more than two additional
official checkers and at least one but not more than two ballot clerks
for each line of electors shall be appointed and, if more than one
tabulator is used in a polling place, at least one and not more than two
additional voting tabulator tenders shall be appointed for each
additional machine so used. Head moderators, central counting
moderators, absentee ballot counters and voting tabulator technicians
appointed pursuant to law shall also be deemed election officials. For
municipalities with one voting district, the election officials of such
polling place [, except voting tabulator technicians,] shall be electors of
the [town] state and shall consist of: One moderator, at least one, but
not more than two official checkers, not more than two challengers if
the registrars of voters have appointed challengers pursuant to section
9-232, at least one and not more than two voting tabulator tenders for
each voting tabulator in use at the polling place and at least one but
not more than two ballot clerks. Additionally, such election officials
may consist of two registrars of voters of opposite political parties, or
two assistant registrars of voters of opposite political parties, as the
case may be, subject to the requirements of sections 9-259 and 9-439,
[who shall: (1) Be available by telephone and notify all registrars of
voters' offices in the state of such telephone number, (2) be connected
to the state-wide computerized registry list, and (3) have all voter card

files in the polling place for reference] provided the registrars of voters

or their designees are in their office. A known candidate for any office
shall not serve as an election official on election day or serve at the
polls in any capacity, except that a municipal clerk or a registrar of

voters, who is a candidate for the same office, may perform his or her
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official duties. If, in the opinion of the registrar of voters, the public
convenience of the electors in any voting district so requires, provision
shall be made for an additional line or lines of electors at the polling
place and, if more than one line of electors is established, at least one,
but not more than two, additional official checkers for each line of
electors shall be appointed and, if more than one tabulator is used in a
polling place, at least one and not more than two additional voting
tabulator tenders shall be appointed for each additional tabulator so
used. Head moderators, central counting moderators, absentee ballot
counters and voting tabulator technicians appointed pursuant to law
shall be deemed to be election officials. No election official shall
perform services for any party or candidate on election day nor appear
at any political party headquarters prior to eight o'clock p.m. on

election day.

Sec. 29. Section 9-265 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) A write-in vote for an office, cast for a person who has registered
as a write-in candidate for the office pursuant to subsection (b) of
section 9-175 or section 9-373a, shall be counted and recorded. Except
as otherwise provided in this section, a write-in vote cast for a person

who has not registered shall not be counted or recorded.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, in the case of an
office for which an elector may vote for only one candidate, a write-in
vote cast for a person nominated for that office by a major or minor
party or by nominating petition shall be counted and recorded. In the
case of an office for which an elector may vote for more than one
candidate, a write-in vote cast for a person nominated for that office by
a major or minor party or by nominating petition shall [not] be
counted [or] and recorded if it can be determined which candidate
such vote should be attributed to.

(c) A write-in vote for the office of Governor or Lieutenant

Governor, cast for a person nominated for either of those offices by a
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major or minor party or by nominating petition, in conjunction with a
write-in vote for the other such office cast for a person nominated for
either office by a different party or petition, shall not be counted or

recorded for either office.

(d) Except as hereinafter provided, a write-in vote for the office of
President or Vice-President cast for a person nominated for such office
by a major or minor party or by nominating petition shall be counted
and recorded and deemed to be a vote for each of the duly-nominated
candidates for the office of presidential elector represented by such
candidate for President or Vice-President. A write-in vote for the office
of President or Vice-President, cast for a person nominated for either of
such offices by a major or minor party or by nominating petition, in
conjunction with a write-in vote for the other such office cast for a
person nominated for either office by a different party or petition, shall

not be counted or recorded for either office.

(e) If the name of a person is written in for the office of Governor or
Lieutenant Governor, or President or Vice-President, as the case may
be, and no name is written in for the other office, such write-in vote
shall be counted and recorded if it meets the other requirements of this

section.

(f) A write-in vote shall be cast in its appropriate place on the ballot.
A write-in vote for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, or for
President and Vice-President, as the case may be, shall be written in a
single space, provided that if only one name is written in the space it
shall be deemed to be a vote for Governor, or for President, as the case
may be, unless otherwise indicated. A write-in vote shall be written

upon the ballot.

(g) A write-in vote which is not cast as provided in this section shall

not be counted or recorded.

Sec. 30. Section 9-311 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
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(a) If, within three days after an election, it appears to the moderator
that there is a discrepancy in the returns of any voting district, such
moderator shall forthwith within said period summon, by written
notice delivered personally, the recanvass officials, consisting of [the
mechanic or mechanics,] at least two checkers of different political
parties and at least two absentee ballot counters of different political
parties who served at such election, and the registrars of voters [and
the clerk] of the municipality in which the election was held and such

other officials as mav be required to conduct such recanvass. Such

written notice shall require [such] the clerk or registrars of voters, as

the case may be, to bring with [him] them the depository envelopes

required by section 9-150a, as amended by this act, the package of

write-in ballots provided for in section 9-310, the absentee ballot
applications, the list of absentee ballot applications, the registry list
and the moderators' returns and shall require such recanvass officials
to meet at a specified time not later than the fifth business day after
such election to recanvass the returns of a voting [machine] tabulator
or voting [machines] tabulators or absentee ballots or write-in ballots
used in such district in such election. If any of such recanvass officials
are unavailable at the time of the recanvass, the registrar of voters of
the same political party as that of the recanvass official unable to
attend shall designate another elector having previous training and
experience in the conduct of elections to take his place. Before such
recanvass is made, such moderator shall give notice, in writing, to the
chairman of the town committee of each political party which
nominated candidates for the election, and, in the case of a state

election, not later than twenty-four hours after a determination is made

regarding the need for a recanvass to the Secretary of the State, of the

time and place where such recanvass is to be made; and each such
chairman may send [two] representatives to be present at such
recanvass. Such representatives may observe, but no one other than a
recanvass official may take part in the recanvass. If any irregularity in
the recanvass procedure is noted by such a representative, he shall be

permitted to present evidence of such irregularity in any contest
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relating to the election.

(b) The moderator shall determine the place or places where the
recanvass shall be conducted and, if such recanvass is held before the
[machines] tabulators are boxed and collected in the manner required
by section 9-266, the moderator may either require that such recanvass
of such [machines] tabulators be conducted in each place where the
[machines] tabulators are located, or he may require that they be
removed to one central place, where such recanvass shall be
conducted. All recanvassing procedures shall be open to public
observation. Such recanvass officials shall, in the presence of such

moderator and [clerk] registrars of voters, make a record of the

number on the seal and the number on the protective counter, if one is
provided, on each voting machine specified by such moderator. Such

[clerk] registrars of voters in the presence of such moderator shall turn

over the keys of each such [machine] tabulator to such recanvass
officials, and such recanvass officials, in the presence of such [clerk]

registrars of voters and moderator, shall immediately proceed to [open

the counter compartment of each such machine and, without
unlocking such machine against voting,] recanvass the vote cast
thereon, and shall then open the package of absentee ballots and
recanvass the vote cast thereon. In the course of the recanvass of the
absentee ballot vote the recanvass officials shall check all outer
envelopes for absentee ballots against the inner envelopes for such
ballots and against the registry list to verify postmarks, addresses and
registry list markings and also to determine whether the number of
envelopes from which absentee ballots have been removed is the same
as the number of persons checked as having voted by absentee ballot.
The write-in ballots shall also be recanvassed at this time. All of the
recanvass officials shall use the same forms for tallies and returns as
were used at the original canvass and the absentee ballot counters shall

also sign the tallies.

(c) The votes shall be announced and recorded in the manner

prescribed in section 9-309 on return forms provided by the [municipal
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clerk] registrars of voters and appended thereto shall be a statement

signed by the moderator indicating the time and place of the recanvass
and the names, addresses, titles and party affiliations of the recanvass
officials. The write-in ballots shall be replaced in a properly secured
sealed package. Upon the completion of such recanvass, [such

machine] any tabulator used in such recanvass shall be locked and

sealed, the keys thereof shall immediately be returned to such [clerk]

registrars of voters and such [machine] tabulator shall remain so

locked until the expiration of fourteen days after such election or for
such longer period as is ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction.
The absentee ballots shall be replaced in their wrappers and be
resealed by the moderator in the presence of the recanvass officials.
Upon the completion of such recanvass, such moderator and at least
two of the recanvass officials of different political parties shall
forthwith prepare and sign such return forms which shall contain a
written statement giving the result of such recanvass for each
[machine] tabulator and each package of absentee ballots whose
returns were so recanvassed, setting forth whether or not the original
canvass was correctly made and stating whether or not the
discrepancy still remains unaccounted for. Such return forms
containing such statement shall forthwith be filed by the moderator in
the office of such clerk. If such recanvass reveals that the original
canvass of returns was not correctly made, such return forms
containing such statement so filed with the clerk shall constitute a
corrected return. In the case of a state election, a recanvass return shall
be made in duplicate on a form prescribed and provided by the
Secretary of the State, and the moderator shall file one copy with the
Secretary of the State and one copy with the town clerk not later than
ten days after the election. Such recanvass return shall be substituted
for the original return and shall have the same force and effect as an

original return.

(d) As used in this section, (1) "moderator" means, in the case of
municipalities not divided into voting districts, the moderator of the

election and, in the case of municipalities divided into voting districts,
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the head moderator of the election, and (2) "registrars of voters", in a
municipality where there are different registrars of voters for different
voting districts, means the registrars of voters in the voting district in
which, at the last-preceding election, the presiding officer for the
purpose of declaring the result of the vote of the whole municipality

was moderator.

Sec. 31. Subsections (a) to (d), inclusive, of section 9-320f of the
general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Not [earlier than the fifteenth day after any election or primary
and not] later than [two] the tenth business [days before the canvass of
votes by the Secretary of the State, Treasurer and Comptroller, for any
federal or state election or primary, or by the town clerk for any

municipal election or primary] day after any election or primary, the

registrars of voters shall conduct a manual audit of the votes recorded
in not less than ten per cent of the voting districts in the state, district
or municipality, whichever is applicable. Such manual audit shall be
noticed in advance and be open to public observation. Any election
official who participates in the administration and conduct of an audit
pursuant to this section shall be compensated by the municipality at
the standard rate of pay established by such municipality for elections

or primaries, as the case may be.

(b) The voting districts subject to the audit described in subsection
(a) of this section shall be selected in a random drawing by the

Secretary of the State, provided no more than three districts in any one

municipality shall be selected, and such selection process shall be open

to the public. The offices subject to the audit pursuant to this section
shall be, (1) in the case of an election where the office of presidential
elector is on the ballot, all federal offices [required to be audited by
federal law,] plus at least one additional office selected in a random
drawing by the Secretary of the State, but in no case less than three

offices, (2) in the case of an election where the office of Governor is on
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the ballot, all federal offices [required to be audited by federal law,]
plus at least one additional office selected in a random drawing by the
Secretary of the State, but in no case less than three offices, (3) in the
case of a municipal election, three offices or twenty per cent of the
number of offices on the ballot, whichever is greater, selected at
random by the municipal clerk, and (4) in the case of a primary
election, all federal offices [required to be audited by federal law,] plus
at least one additional office, if any, but in no event less than twenty
per cent of the offices on the ballot, selected in a random drawing by

the municipal clerk.

(c) If a selected voting district has an office that is subject to
[recanvass or] an election or primary contest pursuant to the general
statutes, the Secretary shall select an alternative district, pursuant to
the process described in subsection (b) of this section. If a selected

district has an office that is subject to recanvass, such recanvass shall

be conducted by counting each ballot included in such recanvass

manually. Such manual recanvass shall also satisfy the requirements of

the manual audit, as provided in this section. The ballots subject to

such recanvass shall not be subject to an additional audit pursuant to

this section. The registrars of voters shall comply with any procedures

adopted by the Secretary of the State to ensure the reliability and

accuracy of voting machines, including, but not limited to, procedures

for the shipment of memory cards to the Secretary of the State, or the

secretary's designee, for review. Any municipality that fails to comply

with such procedures may be subject to and required to conduct, at the

municipality's expense, a full hand count of all ballots used in an

election or primary in order to ensure accuracy and reliability. Such

full hand count shall be ordered at the discretion of the Secretary of the
State.

(d) The manual audit described in subsection (a) of this section shall
consist of the manual tabulation of the paper ballots cast and counted
by each voting machine subject to such audit. Once complete, the vote

totals established pursuant to the manual tabulation shall be compared
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to the results reported by the voting machine on the day of the election
or primary. The results of the manual tabulation shall be reported on a
form prescribed by the Secretary of the State which shall include the
total number of ballots counted, the total votes received by each
candidate in question, the total votes received by each candidate in
question on ballots that were properly completed by each voter and
the total votes received by each candidate in question on ballots that
were not properly completed by each voter. Such report shall be filed
with the Secretary of the State who shall immediately forward such

report to The University of Connecticut for analysis, provided The

University of Connecticut has entered into an agreement with the

Secretary of the State pursuant to section 9-241. The University of

Connecticut shall file a written report with the Secretary of the State
regarding such analysis that describes any discrepancies identified.
After receipt of such report, the Secretary of the State shall file such
report with the State Elections Enforcement Commission.

Sec. 32. Section 9-409 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Petition forms for candidacies for nomination to municipal office or
for election as members of town committees shall be available from the
registrar beginning on the day following the making of the party's
endorsement of a candidate or candidates for such office or position, or
beginning on the day following the final day for the making of such
endorsement under the provisions of section 9-391, whichever comes
tirst. Any person who requests a petition form shall give his name and
address and the name, address and office or position sought of each
candidate for whom the petition is being obtained, and shall file a
statement signed by each such candidate that he consents to be a
candidate for such office or position. In the case of the municipal

offices of state senator, [and] state representative or judge of probate,

each such candidate shall include on the statement of consent his name
as he authorizes it to appear on the ballot. Upon receiving such

information and statement, the registrar shall type or print on a
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petition form the name and address of each such candidate, the office
sought and the political party holding the primary. The registrar shall
give to any person requesting such form one or more petition pages,
suitable for duplication, as the registrar deems necessary. If the person
is requesting the form on behalf of an indigent candidate or a group of
indigent candidates listed on the same petition, the registrar shall give
the person a number of petition pages determined by the registrar as at
least two times the number needed to contain the required number of
signatures for a candidacy for nomination to municipal office or a
number of petition pages determined by the registrar as at least five
times the number needed to contain the required number of signatures
for a candidacy for election as a town committee member. An original
petition page filled in by the registrar may be duplicated by or on
behalf of the candidate or candidates listed on the page and signatures
may be obtained on such duplicates. The duplicates may be filed in the
same manner and shall be subject to the same requirements as original
petition pages. All information relative to primary petitions shall be a

public record.

Sec. 33. Section 9-428 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

If a party-endorsed candidate for nomination to an office or for
election to the position of town committee member, prior to [twenty-

four hours] twenty-eight days before the day of such primary before

the opening of the polls at the primary, dies or, [prior to ten days
before the day of such primary,] withdraws his name from nomination
or for any reason becomes disqualified to hold the office or position for
which he is a candidate, the state central committee, the town
committee or other authority of the party which endorsed such
candidate may make an endorsement to fill such vacancy or provide
for the making of such endorsement, in such manner as is prescribed
in the rules of such party, and certify to the registrar and municipal
clerk or to the Secretary of the State, as the case may be, the name of

the person so endorsed. If such certification is made at least [twenty-
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four hours] twenty-five days prior to the opening of the polls at the

primary, in the case of such an endorsement to replace a candidate
who has died [, or at least seven days before the day of such primary,
in the case of such an endorsement to replace a candidate who] or has
withdrawn or become disqualified, such person so endorsed shall run
in the primary as the party-endorsed candidate, except as provided in
sections 9-416 and 9-417. If such certification of another party-endorsed
candidate has been made within the time specified in this section, and
if the ballot [labels have] has already been printed and the names of
the candidates for such office or position appear on the ballot, [labels,]
the Secretary of the State or the registrar, as the case may be, shall
direct the clerk of each municipality holding such primary to have the
ballot [labels] reprinted with the name of the person so certified
included thereon; [provided, in the case of such an endorsement to
replace a candidate who has died, if such certification has been made
less than ninety-six hours but at least twenty-four hours prior to the
opening of the polls at the primary, such secretary or registrar] or shall
direct such clerk to have stickers printed and inserted upon the [ballot
labels] ballots, having the name of the person so certified appearing
thereon, and the moderator in each polling place shall cause such
stickers to be pasted on the ballot [labels] ballots before the opening of
the polls at such primary.

Sec. 34. Section 9-435 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Except as provided in sections 9-418 and 9-419, if in any
municipality, within the time specified in section 9-405, a candidacy for
nomination by a political party to any municipal office or for election
as a town committee member is filed with the registrar, in conformity
with the provisions of sections 9-405 to 9-412, inclusive, and section 9-
414, by or on behalf of any person other than party-endorsed
candidates, the registrar shall forthwith after the deadline for
certification of party-endorsed candidates notify the clerk of such
municipality that a primary is to be held by such party for the

LCO No. 3428 {D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2009HB-06440-R00-HB.doc } 40 of 53



Raised Bill No. 6440

1263
1264
1265
1266
1267
1268
1269
1270
1271
1272
1273
1274
1275
1276
1277
1278
1279
1280

1281
1282

1283
1284
1285
1286
1287
1288
1289
1290
1291
1292
1293
1294
1295

nomination of such party to such office or for the election by such
party of town committee members, as the case may be. Such notice
shall include a list of all the proposed candidates, those endorsed as
well as those filing candidacies, together with their addresses and the
titles of the offices or positions for which they are candidates. In the
case of a primary for justices of the peace, such notice shall also contain
the complete ballot label designation of each slate pursuant to
subsection (h) of section 9-437. The clerk of the municipality shall
thereupon cause such notice to be published forthwith in a newspaper
having a general circulation in such municipality, together with a
statement of the date upon which the primary is to be held, the hours
during which the polls shall be open and the location of the polls. [,
and shall send a copy of such notice to the Secretary of the State and

record the same.] The clerk of the municipality shall also file such

notice with the Secretary of the State not later than three business davs

after receipt of such notice from the registrar of voters. The clerk shall

forthwith publish any change in the proposed candidates, listing such
changes.

Sec. 35. Section 9-436 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Voting [machines] tabulators shall be used at each primary,
provided, (1) if, because of the number of offices and positions to be
voted upon at a primary, there is an insufficient number of vertical
columns on any [machine] ballot to be used in a municipality, the vote
in such municipality at such primary for such offices or positions as
the Secretary of the State determines shall be taken by paper ballots,
and (2) if, because of the number of candidates for any office or
position to be voted upon at a primary, there is an insufficient number
of horizontal rows with respect to such office or position on any
[machine] ballot to be used in the municipality, the vote in such
municipality at such primary for such office or position shall be taken
by paper ballots. More than one voting [machine] tabulator may be

used in any voting district if the registrar so prescribes. The registrar
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shall furnish a number of voting [machines] booths sufficient to
provide a voting [machine] booth for each twenty-four hundred or
fraction of twenty-four hundred electors eligible to vote at such
primary in the municipality or voting district, as the case may be, and
other necessary equipment. In each polling place in which a party has
authorized unaffiliated electors, pursuant to section 9-431, to vote for
some but not all offices to be contested at the primary, a separate
voting [machine] tabulator shall be used for such unaffiliated electors
and the registrar shall separately furnish one voting [machine] booth
for each twenty-four hundred or fraction of twenty-four hundred
enrolled party members and one voting [machine] booth for each
twenty-four hundred or fraction of twenty-four hundred unaffiliated
electors authorized to vote at such primary in such district. In
determining such number of electors, enrolled party members or
unaffiliated electors, the registrar shall not count the names on the
enrollment or registry lists of seventy-five per cent of such electors,
unaffiliated electors or enrolled party members who reside in
institutions, as defined in section 9-159q. The registrar may provide
more than the minimum number of voting [machines] booths required

by this section.

[(b) The registrar shall appoint a suitable mechanic or mechanics to
prepare, adjust and place the voting machines for use at the primary
under the direction of the registrar. A voting machine mechanic shall

be deemed a primary official but need not be an elector of any town.]

[(c)] (b) Each [machine] tabulator shall be so arranged that the
elector may vote for as many persons for nomination or election to
each office or position as there are persons to be nominated or elected,
as the case may be, and no more, and so that the elector may vote for
individual candidates; provided the vote for justices of the peace shall
be by slate, as provided in section 9-443.

[(d)] (c) The registrar shall appoint from among the enrolled party
members in the [municipality or political subdivision holding the
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primary, as the case may be,] state to serve in each polling place, the
primary polling place officials, who shall consist of one moderator, at

least one, but not more than two official checkers, not more than two

challengers if he deems it necessary, and at least one and not more

than two ballot clerks and at least one but not more than two voting

[machine] tabulator tenders for each [machine] tabulator in use at such
primary and, in towns with two or more voting districts at least one
and not more than two assistant registrars. [, provided (1) in the case of
a political subdivision holding a primary, if no enrolled party member
who resides in the political subdivision and who is a certified
moderator consents to serve as a moderator, the registrar may appoint
any enrolled party member who resides in the municipality and is a
certified moderator to be moderator, (2) in the case of either a
municipality or a political subdivision holding a primary, if no
enrolled party member can be found or no such person consents to
serve as a moderator, the registrar may appoint any elector who
resides in the municipality and is a certified moderator to be
moderator, (3) in the case of a political subdivision holding a primary,
if an insufficient number of enrolled party members who reside in the
political subdivision consent to serve as checkers, challengers, voting
machine tenders or assistant registrars, the registrar may appoint any
enrolled party member who resides in the municipality to be a checker,
challenger, voting machine tender or assistant registrar and (4) in the
case of either a municipality or a political subdivision holding a
primary, if a sufficient number of enrolled party members cannot be
found or do not consent to serve in a position described in subdivision
(3) of this subsection, the registrar may appoint any elector who
resides in the municipality to any such position.] If unaffiliated electors
are authorized under section 9-431 to vote for some but not all of the
offices to be contested at the primary, the registrar shall appoint two
additional checkers to check the list of unaffiliated electors who are
authorized to vote on the separate [machines] tabulators. If unaffiliated
electors are authorized under section 9-431 to vote in the primary of

either of two parties in the same polling place, whether for some or for
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all offices to be contested at the primary, each such registrar shall
appoint two additional checkers to check the list of unaffiliated

electors who are authorized to vote in either such primary.

[(e)] (d) The registrar shall designate one of the moderators so
appointed by the registrar to be head moderator or shall appoint as
head moderator an elector who is not also moderator of a polling place
and who shall be deemed a primary official. The registrar may also
appoint a deputy head moderator to assist the head moderator in the
performance of his duties. A deputy head moderator shall also be
deemed to be a primary official. Each registrar's appointments of
primary polling place officials, except moderators of polling places,
and of designees to conduct supervised voting of absentee ballots
pursuant to sections 9-159q and 9-159r shall be divided equally, as
nearly as may be, between designees of the party-endorsed candidates
and designees of one or more of the contestants, provided, if a party-
endorsed candidate is a member of a party other than the one holding
the primary, such primary officials, except voting [machine] tabulator
mechanics, shall be enrolled party members of the party holding the
primary. Names of designees and alternate designees for such
positions shall be submitted in writing by party-endorsed candidates
and contestants to the registrar not later than ten days before the
primary, except that names of designees and alternate designees for
the position of moderator shall be so submitted not later than twenty-
one days before the primary and, if such lists are not so presented, all
such appointments shall be made by the registrar but in the above-
mentioned proportion. The registrar shall notify all such candidates
and contestants of their right to submit a list of designees under this
section. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the
registrar shall appoint as moderators only persons who are certified to
serve as moderators or alternate moderators pursuant to section 9-229,
unless there is an insufficient number of such persons who are enrolled
members of the registrar's party in the municipality or political
subdivision holding the primary, in which case the registrar may

appoint a new moderator in accordance with section 9-229, but only to
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the extent of such insufficiency. Primary central counting moderators
and absentee ballot counters shall also be deemed primary officials. No
primary official shall perform services for any candidate at the primary

on primary day.

[(©)] (e) If paper ballots are required for the vote on any office or
position in a municipality, in consultation with the registrars of voters,

the clerk of the municipality shall print a paper ballot for use in such
primary for nomination to such office or election to such position. The
Secretary of the State shall prescribe the form of such paper ballot. The
Secretary of the State may prescribe general rules for the use of paper
ballots in any primary, including the duties of officials at the polls with
regard to the same, the marking of the same and the counting of the
same. The procedure to be followed when paper ballots are so used
shall conform, as nearly as may be, to the procedure applicable to
voting [machines] tabulators provided in this chapter and to the law
governing the use of paper ballots in regular elections and such rules
shall have the force and effect of law. Chapter 54 shall not apply to
rules made pursuant to this section.

[(g)] (f) The provisions of section 9-258 concerning additional lines
of electors at a polling place, and of section 9-258a concerning two
shifts of officials at a polling place, shall apply to a primary. Except as
otherwise provided in this chapter, the provisions of the general
statutes relating to the use of voting machines at regular elections shall

apply as nearly as may be to the use of voting machines at primaries.

Sec. 36. Subsections (a) and (b) of section 9-453i of the general
statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof

(Effective from passage):

(a) Each page of a nominating petition proposing a candidate for an
office to be filled at a regular election shall be submitted to the
appropriate town clerk or to the Secretary of the State not later than

four o'clock p.m. on the [ninetieth] one-hundred-tenth day preceding

the day of the regular election.
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(b) Each page of a nominating petition proposing a candidate for an
office to be filled at a special election, except petitions filed under
[section] sections 9-216 and 9-450, shall be submitted to the appropriate
town clerk or to the Secretary of the State not later than four o'clock
p-m. on the seventieth day prior to such election, unless (1) such
special election is held in conjunction with a regular election, and (2)
the writ of such special election is issued at least fourteen days before
the final day for the filing of primary petitions for municipal offices to
be filled at such regular election pursuant to section 9-405, in which
case the deadline for submitting such nominating petition pages shall
be the same as the deadline for such submission in connection with

such regular election as provided in subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. 37. Section 9-4530 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the Secretary of
the State shall approve every nominating petition which contains
sufficient signatures counted and certified on approved pages by the
town clerks. In the case of a candidate who petitions under a reserved
party designation the secretary shall approve the petition only if it
meets the signature requirement and if a statement endorsing such
candidate is filed with the secretary by the party designation
committee not later than four o'clock p.m. on the [fifty-fifth] sixty-
second day before the election. In the case of a candidate who petitions
under a party designation which is the same as the name of a minor
party the secretary shall approve the petition only if it meets the
signature requirement and if a statement endorsing such candidate is
tiled in the office of the secretary by the chairman or secretary of such
minor party not later than four o'clock p.m. on the [fifty-fifth] sixty-
second day before the election. No candidate shall be qualified to
appear on any ballot by nominating petition unless the candidate's

petition is approved by the secretary pursuant to this subsection.

Sec. 38. Section 9-460 of the general statutes is repealed and the
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following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

If any party has nominated a candidate for office, or, on and after
November 4, 1981, if a candidate has qualified to appear on any ballot
by nominating petition under a reserved party designation, in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, and such nominee
thereafter, but prior to [twenty-four] thirty-eight days before the
opening of the polls on the day of the election for which such
nomination has been made, dies, withdraws such nominee's name or
for any reason becomes disqualified to hold the office for which such
nominee has been nominated (1) such party or, on and after November
4,1981, the party designation committee may make a nomination to fill
such vacancy or provide for the making of such nomination as its rules
prescribe, and (2) if another party that is qualified to nominate a
candidate for such office does not have a nominee for such office, such
party may also nominate a candidate for such office as its rules
prescribe. No withdrawal, and no nomination to replace a candidate
who has withdrawn, under this section shall be valid unless the
candidate who has withdrawn has filed a letter of withdrawal signed
by such candidate with the Secretary of the State in the case of a state
or district office or the office of state senator, [or] state representative

or judge of probate from any district, or with the municipal clerk in the

case of a municipal office other than state senator, [or] state

representative or judge of probate. A copy of such candidate's letter of

withdrawal to the municipal clerk shall also be filed with the Secretary
of the State. No nomination to fill a vacancy under this section shall be
valid unless it is certified to the Secretary of the State in the case of a

state or district office or the office of state senator, [or] state

representative or judge of probate from any district, or to the
municipal clerk in the case of a municipal office other than state

senator. [or] state representative or judge of probate, by the

organization or committee making such nomination, at least [twenty-
one] thirty-five days before the opening of the polls on the day of the
election, except as otherwise provided by this section. [If a nominee

dies within twenty-four days, but prior to twenty-four hours before the
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opening of the polls on the day of the election for which such
nomination has been made, the vacancy may be filled in the manner
prescribed in this section by two o'clock p.m. of the day before the
election with the municipal clerk or the Secretary of the State, as the
case may be.] If a nominee dies within [twenty-four hours] thirty-seven
days before the opening of the polls and prior to the close of the polls
on the day of the election for which such nomination has been made,
such nominee shall not be replaced and the votes cast for such
nominee shall be canvassed and counted, and if such nominee receives
a plurality of the votes cast, a vacancy shall exist in the office for which
the nomination was made. The vacancy shall then be filled in a manner
prescribed by law. A copy of such certification to the municipal clerk
shall also be filed with the Secretary of the State. Such nomination to
fill a vacancy due to death or disqualification shall include a statement
setting forth the reason for such vacancy. If at the time such
nomination is certified to the Secretary of the State or to the municipal
clerk, as the case may be, the ballot labels have already been printed,
the Secretary of the State shall direct the municipal clerk in each
municipality affected to (A) have the ballot labels reprinted with the
nomination thus made included thereon, (B) cause printed stickers to
be affixed to the ballot labels so that the name of any candidate who
has died, withdrawn or been disqualified is deleted and the name of
any candidate chosen to fill such vacancy appears in the same position
as that in which the vacated candidacy appeared, or (C) cause blank

stickers to be so affixed or have the name of such candidate otherwise

blackened if the vacancy is not filled.

Sec. 39. (NEW) (Effective from passage) The Secretary of the State, or
the secretary's designee, shall be allowed access to each polling place
within the state during any municipal, state or federal election or
primary for the purpose of reviewing each poling place for compliance

with state and federal law.

Sec. 40. (NEW) (Effective from passage) The registrar of voters of each
municipality shall, not later than thirty-one days prior to each
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municipal, state or federal election or primary, notify the Secretary of
the State of the polling places that will be used for such election or
primary. Such notice shall detail the name, address and corresponding
federal, state and municipal districts associated with each polling place

used for such election or primary.

Sec. 41. (NEW) (Effective January 1, 2010) Any elector who is
permanently disabled and who files an application for an absentee
ballot with a certification from a primary care provider, indicating that
such elector is permanently disabled and unable to appear in person at
such elector's designated polling location, shall be eligible for
permanent absentee ballot status and shall receive an application for
an absentee ballot for each election, primary or referendum conducted
in such elector's municipality for which such elector is eligible to vote.
Such elector's permanent absentee ballot status shall remain in effect
until such elector: (1) Is removed from the official registry list of the
municipality, (2) is removed from permanent absentee ballot status
pursuant to the provisions of this section, or (3) until the elector
requests that he or she no longer receive such permanent absentee
ballot status. The registrars of voters shall send written notice to each
such elector with permanent absentee ballot status in January of each
year, on a form prescribed by the Secretary of the State, for the purpose
of determining if such elector continues to reside at the address
indicated on their permanent absentee ballot application. If such
written notice is not returned within thirty days or returned as
undeliverable, the elector in question shall be removed from
permanent absentee ballot status. If such elector indicates on such
notice that they no longer reside at such address and the elector's new
address is within the same municipality, the registrars of voters shall
change the elector's address pursuant to section 9-35 of the general
statutes and such elector shall retain their permanent absentee ballot
status. If the elector indicates on such notice that they no longer live in
the municipality, such elector shall be removed from the registry list of
the municipality and the registrars of voters shall send such elector an

application for voter registration. Failure to return such written notice
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shall not result in the removal of such individual from the official

registry list of the municipality.

Sec. 42. Section 9-190 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Any town divided into two voting districts may, by vote of its
legislative body, provide for the election of two registrars of voters for
each voting district instead of two registrars of voters for the entire
town. Each registrar of voters shall reside in the town and district for
which he is elected. Any special act to the contrary notwithstanding, in
each municipality in which registrars of voters are elected, no elector
shall vote for more than one registrar of voters for the voting district in
which the elector resides, or, as the case may be, for the municipality at
large. The candidate having the highest number of votes and the
candidate having the next highest number of votes for the office of
registrar of voters, who does not belong to the same political party as
the candidate having the highest number, shall be declared elected
registrars of voters for the municipality or district, provided, if the
candidate for registrar of voters of a major party is not one of the
registrars so elected, such candidate of such major party shall also be
declared elected registrar of voters. For purposes of this section, a
major party shall be one having the largest or next largest total number
of enrolled party members in the state, as determined by the latest
enrollment records in the office of the Secretary of the State submitted
in accordance with the provisions of section 9-65. The term of office of
all registrars of voters for voting districts in office on [January 7, 1995]
January 5, 2009, shall expire on [January 8, 1997, and on November 5,

1996, two registrars shall be elected for each municipality with more
than two voting districts which previously elected registrars of voters

for voting districts] January 3, 2011. All registrars of voters shall run

for a four-year term. Such office shall be placed on the ballot at the

presidential election in November, 2012, and every four vears

thereafter.
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Sec. 43. Section 9-190a of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

[Any provision of any special act to the contrary notwithstanding,
the registrars of voters in each municipality which elects registrars of
voters shall be elected at the state election to be held in 1964, and
biennially thereafter, to hold office for the term of two years from the
Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding
their election until the Wednesday following the first Monday of the
third January succeeding their election.] The term of office for all

registrars of voters in office on January 5, 2009, shall expire on January
3, 2011. In November, 2012, at the presidential election, the office of

registrar of voters shall appear on the ballot and such office shall be for

a term of four vears.

Sec. 44. (NEW) (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding any
provision of the general statutes, the registrars of voters shall ensure
that each voting booth is placed in a location that is in plain view of all
election officials and electors waiting to vote provided there shall be
not less than three feet between each such voting booth. Each voting
booth shall be situated so that no person outside such booth can

determine how an individual utilizing such booth voted.

Sec. 45. (NEW) (Effective from passage) The voting tabulator shall be
placed not less than three feet from any wall, partition or guardrail and
not less than four feet from the checkers' table. The registrars of voters
shall place a guardrail or other marking device around such tabulator
to prevent electors waiting in line from encroaching upon an elector
who is submitting their ballot into the tabulator. Such guardrail or
other marking device shall be placed not less than three feet from the
tabulator and shall be arranged in a manner to prevent electors from

determining the votes cast on each ballot submitted into the tabulator.

Sec. 46. (NEW) (Effective from passage) The registrars of voters shall
either ensure that each ballot clerk offer every elector a privacy sleeve

into which the ballot can be inserted and fully shielded from view or,
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in the alternative, place such privacy sleeve in every voting booth for

the elector's use. No elector shall be required to accept a privacy sleeve.

Sec. 47. Sections 9-232d to 9-232f, inclusive, and 9-242c of the general
statutes are repealed. (Effective from passage)

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | from passage 9-23r(e)
Sec. 2 from passage 9-36

Sec. 3 from passage 9-37

Sec. 4 from passage 9-38

Sec. 5 from passage 9-39

Sec. 6 from passage 9-42

Sec. 7 from passage 9-50a
Sec. 8 from passage 9-50b(d)
Sec. 9 from passage 9-55

Sec. 10 from passage 9-140
Sec. 11 from passage 9-140c(e) to (h)
Sec. 12 from passage 9-150a
Sec. 13 from passage 9-153e
Sec. 14 from passage 9-172b(a)
Sec. 15 from passage 9-229a
Sec. 16 from passage 9-232c
Sec. 17 from passage 9-232i
Sec. 18 from passage 9-232j
Sec. 19 from passage 9-232k
Sec. 20 from passage 9-232]
Sec. 21 from passage 9-232n
Sec. 22 from passage 9-236b(e)
Sec. 23 from passage 9-238(a)
Sec. 24 from passage 9-247a
Sec. 25 from passage 9-250
Sec. 26 from passage 9-253
Sec. 27 from passage 9-254
Sec. 28 from passage 9-258
Sec. 29 from passage 9-265
Sec. 30 from passage 9-311
Sec. 31 from passage 9-320f(a) to (d)
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Raised Bill No. 6440
Sec. 32 from passage 9-409
Sec. 33 from passage 9-428
Sec. 34 from passage 9-435
Sec. 35 from passage 9-436
Sec. 36 from passage 9-453i(a) and (b)
Sec. 37 from passage 9-4530
Sec. 38 from passage 9-460
Sec. 39 from passage New section
Sec. 40 from passage New section
Sec. 41 January 1, 2010 New section
Sec. 42 from passage 9-190
Sec. 43 from passage 9-190a
Sec. 44 from passage New section
Sec. 45 from passage New section
Sec. 46 from passage New section
Sec. 47 from passage Repealer section
Statement of Purpose:

To make certain revisions to elections related statutes.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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