QPSE OF CONNECTICU
)

® _4,,-"!'.3‘ )

S
QZ%
General Assembly Committee Bill No. 5557
January Session, 2009 LCO No. 4090

*04000HBO5557PD_*

Referred to Committee on Planning and Development

Introduced by:
(PD)

AN ACT CONCERNING TRAFFIC ON RESIDENTIAL AND COLECTOR
ROADS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. Subparagraph (C) of subdivision (6) of subsection (c) of
2 section 7-148 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is
3  substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2009):

4 (©) (i) Lay out, construct, reconstruct, alter, maintain, repair, control,
5 operate, and assign numbers to streets, alleys, highways, boulevards,
6  bridges, underpasses, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, public walks and
7  parkways;

8 (ii) Keep open and safe for public use and travel and free from
9 encroachment or obstruction the streets, sidewalks and public places in

10  the municipality;
11 (iii) Control the excavation of highways and streets;

12 (iv) Regulate and prohibit the excavation, altering or opening of
13 sidewalks, public places and grounds for public and private purposes

14  and the location of any work or things thereon, whether temporary or
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permanent, upon or under the surface thereof;

(v) Require owners or occupants of land adjacent to any sidewalk or
public work to remove snow, ice, sleet, debris or any other obstruction
therefrom, provide penalties upon their failure to do so, and cause
such snow, ice, sleet, debris or other obstruction to be removed and

make the cost of such removal a lien on such property;

(vi) Grant to abutting property owners a limited property or
leasehold interest in abutting streets and sidewalks for the purpose of

encouraging and supporting private commercial development;

(vii) Limit traffic on residential streets or collector roads to local

noncommercial traffic and to commercial truck traffic doing business

in the municipality.

Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2007) Any municipality that
adopts an ordinance limiting traffic on residential streets or collector
roads pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph (C) of subdivision
(6) of subsection (c) of section 7-148 of the general statutes, as amended
by this act, shall send a copy of such ordinance, and any amendment to

such ordinance, to the State Traffic Commission.

Sec. 3. Section 14-298 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2007):

There shall be within the Department of Transportation a State
Traffic Commission. Said Traffic Commission shall consist of the
Commissioner of Transportation, the Commissioner of Public Safety
and the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. For the purpose of
standardization and uniformity, said commission shall adopt and
cause to be printed for publication regulations establishing a uniform
system of traffic control signals, devices, signs and markings consistent
with the provisions of this chapter for use upon the public highways.

The [commissioner] Commissioner of Transportation shall make

known to the General Assembly the availability of such regulations
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and any requesting member shall be sent a written copy or electronic
storage media of such regulations by the commissioner. Taking into
consideration the public safety and convenience with respect to the
width and character of the highways and roads affected, the density of
traffic thereon and the character of such traffic, said commission shall
also adopt regulations, in cooperation and agreement with local traffic
authorities, governing the use of state highways and roads on state-
owned properties, and the operation of vehicles including but not
limited to motor vehicles, as defined by section 14-1, and bicycles, as
defined by section 14-286, thereon. A list of limited-access highways
shall be published with such regulations and said list shall be revised
and published once each year. The commissioner shall make known to
the General Assembly the availability of such regulations and list and
any requesting member shall be sent a written copy or electronic
storage media of such regulations and list by the commissioner. A list
of limited-access highways opened to traffic by the Commissioner of
Transportation in the interim period between publications shall be
maintained in the office of the State Traffic Commission and such
regulations shall apply to the use of such listed highways. Said
commission shall also make regulations, in cooperation and agreement
with local traffic authorities, respecting the use by through truck traffic
of streets and highways within the limits of, and under the jurisdiction
of, any city, town or borough of this state for the protection and safety

of the public. Such regulations shall be consistent with any ordinance

adopted by a municipality limiting traffic on residential streets or

collector roads pursuant to subparagraph (C) of subdivision (6) of

subsection (c) of section 7-148, as amended by this act. If said

commission determines that the prohibition of through truck traffic on
any street or highway is necessary because of an immediate and
imminent threat to the public health and safety and the local traffic
authority is precluded for any reason from acting on such prohibition,
the commission, if it is not otherwise precluded from so acting, may
impose such prohibition. Said commission may place and maintain

traffic control signals, signs, markings and other safety devices, which
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it deems to be in the interests of public safety, upon such highways as
come within the jurisdiction of said commission as set forth in section
14-297. The traffic authority of any city, town or borough may place
and maintain traffic control signals, signs, markings and other safety
devices upon the highways under its jurisdiction, and all such signals,
devices, signs and markings shall conform to the regulations
established by said commission in accordance with this chapter, and
such traffic authority shall, with respect to traffic control signals,

conform to the provisions of section 14-299.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 October 1, 2009 7-148(c)(6)(C)
Sec. 2 October 1, 2007 New section
Sec. 3 October 1, 2007 14-298

Statement of Purpose:
To provide towns with a tool to relieve residential neighborhoods of
truck congestion and noise.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]

Co-Sponsors: REP. FONTANA, 87th Dist.; SEN. FASANO, 34th Dist.
REP. URBAN, 43rd Dist.
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