RAISED BILL No. 8.B.6616 AN ACT ESTABLISHING THAT WOOD SMOKE
SHALL BE CONSIDERED A PUBLIC NUISANCE UNDER THE PUBLIC
HEALTH CODE.

Chairs Senator Jonathan Harris, Representative Betsy Ritter, and Members of the Public
Health Committee:

My name is Beth Terra and I live in New Hartford, CT. with my husband and three
children, with a fourth on his way. We have lived here for seven years without any
incidence,

I am concerned about a pollution and medical issue affecting my family and others in our
town and state. Specifically, our constant exposure to wood smoke generated by a
neighboring outdoor wood-burning furnace.

Our plight started in November 2008, when a neighbor began utilizing an outdoor wood-
burning furnace. Shortly thereafter, my yard and interior of my home started becoming
polluted with smoke and strong smells on regular basis. Our neighbors burn twenty-four
hours, seven days a week. On days with lower clouds, the smoke is worse and does not
dissipate and remains at ground level. Perhaps you recall how it feels on hot summer
days when the air is oppressive and hard to breath. Imagine that when you try to take a
deep breath and the air is smoky on any given day on our property.

I rarely let my children play outside now, since the smoke is very heavy and
compromising their health. There have been days that the smoke and odor are so bad that
we have had to leave our home.

I contacted the town officials for help and spoke to zoning officials, the selectmen and
also attempted to get the Fire Marshall involved. They all directed me to the State of CT
Department of Environmental Protection. I subsequently filed a complaint with DEP.
Initially, DEP responded and found the outdoor wood furnace in violation along with
permits that had not been obtained thru DEP or our town. It appears that they had a
smoke stack that was too short on the furnace. The stack was increased in height, but we
are still bombarded daily by the unhealthful emissions. DEP directed me to callina
complaint every time we are under siege by the smoke and smell. I have complied by
making my complaints. DEP does respond, but the response is many days or weeks after
the complaint. I attempted to provide them with photographs to substantiate my
complaints, since they never respond timely. But they have refused to take my evidence.

I then contacted the Farmington Valley Health Department for help. They advised me
that without wood smoke being added to the nuisance code, they have no jurisdiction
over the problem and to continue calling in nuisance complaints to DEP.

Since the instillation of the outdoor furnace, my 9 year-old, son who suffers from asthma
has had increased visits to the pediatrician and has had to go on steroid treatments and
nebulizer treatments. We all have developed signs and symptoms of upper respiratory



distress with sore throats, coughs, headaches, and nauseness from the wood smoke and
odor. It sickens me that I have to give all of us medications in order to breathe or to
tolerate these symptoms when all of these are caused by second hand wood smoke, and
are preventable. We all have also been treated, and continue to be treated by our
physician for these ailments. It is not a cold, nor have [ or my other children ever had any
respiratory complication prior to this incident. Our family has chosen to be “Smoke
Free”, and should have that right protected as stated in the Clean Air Act.

Many towns and states have started to prohibit the outdoor wood burning furnaces on
their own, but those that have not are leaving the residents with very few options.

We need your help and legislative powers to amend the CT Public Health Nuisance Code
to include wood smoke so that we, and others whose health is being negatively impacted
by continual wood smoke exposures in their homes and property, have recourse under the
law.

Thank you for your time and any consideration in this matter.

Beth E. Terra
312 Town Hill Road
New Hartford, CT 06057
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