Date; January 10, 2009
To:  Public Health Committee chairs, Senator Jonathan Harris and Representative Betsy Ritter
From: Julie G Stewart, DNP, MSN, MPH, APRN, FNP-BC

RE: Bill No. 6361

Twelve years ago | attended a Sexual Assault Nurse/Forensic Examiner training in Connecticut
with hopes of getting a program running at Stamford Hospital. Working as a nurse practitioner in
the OB/GYN department, I frequently heard the complaints from the OB/GYN residents about
the need to go to the Emergency Room to do a rape kit. They were so busy doing other essential
health care dutiés, such as delivering babies and emergency surgeries; they felt that occasionally
the victim did not get all the attention that they wanted to provide, Although I was able to
provide coverage for doing exams in the ER, the program did not get fully executed due to the
financial difficulties to run such a program, and within a year the program dissolved.

Just this year (2009), the hospital has been able to get a pilot SANE program running in the ER
again. As many other hospitals in the state, it will need to have the support and opportunities that
are included in Bill No. 6361.

I encourage you to support raising this important bill which will help expand the fraining for
SANE/SAFEs within the state to provide compassionate and technically appropriate care for the
victims of sexual assault.

Julie G Stewart, DNP, MSN, MPH, APRN, FNP-BC

Pediatric Sexual Assault Examiner, The Stamford Hospital, Stamford, Ct
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