March 3, 2009

Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Commuttee:

As students of FONES School of Dental Hygiene at the University of Bridgeport
and soon to be practicing dental hygienists in the State of Connecticut (May 2009). We
support Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the Establishment of an Advanced Dental
Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP). ‘

Some facts about the ADHP that vou may not be aware of:
» The dental hygiene profession is already on the frontline of defense against

disease; however, due to current state practice acts, there are unwarranted barriers
imposed that do not allow the public direct access to preventive care and
education from dental hygienists.

« The U.S. is experiencing a crisis shortage of dentists available to treat millions of
Americans, including a concentration of un-served populations in both rural and
inner city areas who are unable to obtain care because there are not enough
dentists practicing in those areas.

e Government statistics reveal a projected decline in the number of dentists while
there is a projected growth in the dental hygiene profession, It is clear that dental
hygienists will be able to make a huge impact through the expanded role of the

Please support the Bill 5630! This is the time our state and country are in need of
such important health care options.
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and soon to be practicing dental hygienists in the State of Connecticut. We support
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of a registered dental hygienist, ADHP's will answer the need for cost effective, easily
accessible primary oral health care
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As a second year student at the Fones School of Dental Hygiene, | feel the need to voice my support of
the passing of Biif 5630, an Act Concerning the Establishment of the Advanced Dentai Hygiene

Practitioner {ADHP).

Many people do not realize the amount of education we receive and standards we must meet to
graduate from an accredited dental hygiene program. [am proud of the education | am receiving and
hope to further it by going on to earn a Bachelor’s degree and finally a Master’s degree as an ADHP.
This advancerment in our field will help solve the current crisis of Connecticut citizens that are not
receiving the dental care they require. 1 am confident that this program will produce competent
Hygienists that are not only capable but passionate about meeting the needs of the underserved public.

Thank you for taking the time te hear this testimony, and please realize that passing this bill will benefit

so many people in the future.

Sincerely, ;
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Kirsten Ritchie, SDH
47 Long Hill Drive
Stamford, CT 06902
(203)327-1443
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Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

As students of FONES School of Dental Hygiene at the University of Bridgeport
and soon to be practicing dental hygienists in the State of Connecticut. We support
Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the Establishment of an Advanced Dental Hygiene

Practitioner (ADHP). The ADHP can provide primary oral health care to populations
with limited access, special needs or those most at risk. Built upon the education and skill
of a registered dental hygienist, ADHP's will answer the need for cost effective, easily

accessible primary oral health care.

Please support the Bill 56301 This is the time our state and country are in need of
such important health care options.
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Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

We are currently dental hygiene student at the FONES School
of Dental Hygiene and will be practicing in the state of Connecticut

upon our graduation in May 2009.

We strongly support Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the
Establishment of an Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP).
The ADHP can provide primary oral health care to populations with
limited access, special needs or those most at risk. During our clinical
rotations we visit many of these areas that could benefit from such a

position.

Piease support the Bill 5630! This is the time our state and
country are in need of such important health care options.
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Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

As students of FONES School of Dental Hygiene at the University of Bridgeport
and soon to be practicing dental hygienists in the State of Connecticut (May 2009). We
support Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the Establishment of an Advanced Dental

Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP).

Some facts about the ADHP that you may not be aware of:

« The dental hygiene profession is already on the frontline of defense against
disease; however, due to current state practice acts, there are unwarranted barriers
imposed that do not allow the public direct access to preventive care and
education from dental hygienists.

« The U.S. is experiencing a crisis shortage of dentists available to treat millions of -
Americans, including a concentration of un-served populations in both rural and
inner city areas who are unable fo obtain care because there are not enough
dentists practicing in those areas.

s (overnment statistics reveal a projected decline in the number of dentists while
there is a projected growth in the dental hygiene profession. It is clear that dental
hygienists will be able to make a huge impact-through the expanded role of the
ADHP.

Please support the Bill 56301 This is the time our state and country are in need of
such important health care options. '
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and soon to be practicing dental hygienists in the State of Connecticut. We support
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with limited access, special needs or those most at risk. Built upon the education and skill
of a registered dental hygienist, ADHP's will answer the need for cost effective, eastly

accessible primary oral health care.

Please support the Bill 5630! This is the time our state and country are in need of
such important health care options.

. Practitioner (ADHP), The ADHP can provide primary oral health care to populations
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Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

As students of FONES School of Dental Hygiene at the University of Bridgeport
and soon to be practicing dental hygienists in the State of Connecticut. We support
Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the Establishment of an Advanced Dental Hygiene
Practitioner (ADHP). The ADHP can provide primary oral health care to populations
with limited access, special needs or those most at risk. Built upon the education and skiil
of a registered dental hygienist, ADHP's will answer the need for cost effective, easily

accessible primary oral health care.

Please support the Bill 5630! This is the time our state and country are in need of
such important health care options.
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March 4, 2009

Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

We are currently dental hygiene student at the FONES School
of Dental Hygiene and will be practicing in the state of Connecticut
upon our graduation in May 2009.

We strongly support Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the
Establishment of an Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP).
The ADHP can provide primary oral health care to populations with
limited access, special needs or those most at risk. During our clinical
rotations we visit many of these areas that could benefit from such a
position.

Please support the Bill 5630! This is the time our state and
country are in need of such important health care options.

D




@

March 4, 2009

Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

We are currently dental hygiene student at the FONES School
of Dental Hygiene and will be practicing in the state of Connecticut
upon our graduation in May 2009,

We strongly support Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the
Establishment of an Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP).
The ADHP can provide primary oral health care to populations with
limited access, special needs or those most at risk. During our clinical
rotations we visit many of these areas that could benefit from such a
position.

Please support the Bill 5630! This is the time our state and
country are in need of such important heaith care options.
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Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

We are currently dental hygiene student at the FONES School
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upon our graduation in May 2009.
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Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

As students of FONES School of Dental Hygiene at the University of Bridgeport

and soon to be practicing dental hygienists in the State of Connecticut (May 2009). We
support Raised Bill 5630, An Act Concerning the Estabhshment of an Advanced Dental
Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP)

Some facts about the ADHP that you may not be aware of:

The dental hygiene profession is already on the frontline of defense against
disease, however, due to current state practice acts, there are unwarranted barriers
imposed that do not allow the public direct access to preventive care and
education from dental hyglemsts

The U.S. is experiencing a crisis shortage of dentists available to treat millions of
Americans, including a concentration of un-served populations in both rural and
inner city areas who are unable to obtain care because there are not enough
dentists practicing in those areas.

Government statistics reveal a projected decline in the number of dentists while
there is a projected growth in the dental hygiene profession. It is clear that dental
hygienists will be able to make a huge impact through the expanded role of the
ADHP.

Please support the Bill 5630! This is the time our state and country are in need of

such important health care options.
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Sen. Harris, Rep. Ritter and members of the Committee:

We are currently dental hygiene student at the FONES School
of Dental Hygiene and will be practicing in the state of Connecticut
upon our graduation in May 2009.
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limited access, special needs or those most at risk. During our clinical
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