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My name is Wanda Kowalski and I am the Director of the Stamford School Based Health
Center (SBHC) Program. | am also a resident of CT,

I have had the opportunity to work collaboratively with the public health dental
hygienists in our schools to develop a system that eliminates any barriers to access of
care as the child goes from screening, to prophy to restorative care as indicated. Their
commitment to ensuring that their patients receive the services they need is abundantly
evident in their work with us.

The patients we serve are those who would most benefit from this expanded practice
model. Our SBHC dentists frequently have a three month waiting list and the ability to
have the dental hygienist perform the procedures described in the bill would allow more
efficient utilization of our dental personnel for other, more involved procedures. The
public health sector would benefit tremendously with this expanded ability to treat
patients not seen in private dental practice, often because those practices are cost-
prohibitive.

The educational requirements for this licensure reflect the profession’s acknowledgement
of the rigorous preparation needed before assuming these additional duties. The
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) has been used most successfully in SBHC
for years despite initial concerns from the medical profession. Today, that collaboration
and appropriate division of responsibilities enables us to provide primary medical care to
children who would otherwise not have access to such services. I believe the ADHP role
will provide similar enhanced access to a currently underserved population.

I urge your support to pass HB 5630, AN ACT CONCERNING THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF LICENSURE FOR AN ADVANCED PRACTICE
DENTAL HYGIENE PRACTITIONER.

Thank you for your time and attention.
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