COMMITTEE ON PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr. Chair (Madam Chair) and members of the Committee. 1 am Michael
Egan from Ansonia, and Recording Secretary for the Connecticut Fire Police
Association, and would like to speak in support of SB 396 and HB 5532,
concerning the CT Fire Police. Please note this legislation is needed to make
this Statute current and also it will not cost any additional funding to the
state or to municipalities.
The justifications for these changes in State Statute 7-313a are:

Lst sentence: delete “persons”, add “Fire Department Members”

It is important for Fire Police Officers to have an understanding of the
workings of the Fire Department to properly perform their duties as a Fire
Police Officer, The Fire Police Officer works under the command of the Fire
Chief. For Fire Police Officers to be covered in other areas such as benefits
7-314a and 7-314b we must be active members of a volunteer Fire

Department,

Ist and 2nd sentence: delete “adjoining”
With inter and intra state agreements fire police officers as well as other
members of the fire departments in Connecticut already work beyond

adjoining municipalities.

4th sentence: delete “white” and after “on the front thereof,” add “or any
headgear that meets national, state and local traffic safety standards”
Also, delete “after dark or in inclement weather, a” and “vest” adding

“apparel”.

Headgear that meets national, state and local standards should be permitted.
The Federal Highway Administration states safety apparel not just restricted
to safety vests. This safety apparel should be worn at all times not just after

dark or in inclement weather.

5th (last) sentence: delete “may” add “shall”

This was the wording and for some reason it was changed a few years ago
perhaps under the impression that it is an unfunded mandate. If fire police
officers and other fire department personnel are involved in their duties, it is
the municipality’s responsibility to see that they have and use the proper
gear and equipment. This most likely would and is an OSHA issue as well as

a liability.




Sec. 7-313a. Fire Police. The authorities having the
supervision of the fire department of any town, city,
borough or district may appoint such number of
(persons) Fire Department members, within available
appropriations, as they deem necessary to be fire police
officers of such municipality or district, who shall have
the powers and perform the duties in such municipality or
district as designated and authorized by the fire chief of
such municipality or district, and such fire police
officers may exercise such powers and duties in any
(adjoining) municipality or district while on duty with the
fire department or with a cooperating fire department,
where the department is engaged in mutual assistance. Such
powers and duties shall include traffic control and
regulation and may be exercised by such fire police during
any fire drill or fire call or at any other time when such
fire police are serving with the fire department, with any
other fire department in any (adjoining) municipality or
district or with any fire department rendering mutual
assistance. Each such fire police officer while in the
performance of fire police duties shall wear the badge of
office in plain view of any observer. Each such fire police
officer, while directing traffic in performance of the
duties of fire police, (1) shall wear a (white) helmet with
the words "Fire Police" in red letters on the front
thereof, ox any headgear that meets national, state and
local traffic safety standards or regulation fire-police
dress uniform cap and {after dark or in inclement weather, )}
(a) traffic safety (vest) apparel, orange or lime green
raincoat or any reflectorized orange or lime green outer
clothing, that meets national, state and local traffic
safety standards, (2} carry a flashlight, which shall have
a red or orange wand and be capable of projecting a clear
light for the purpose of illumination at nighttime, and (3)
utilize hand-~held or portable traffic control devices
appropriate for the time of day, weather and traffic flow.
Such helmet, cap, vest, raincoat or outer clothing, badge,
traffic control equipment and flashliight (may) shall be
supplied by the appointing municipality or district.

DELETE ALL THAT IS IN PARENTHESIS

ADD ALL THAT IS IN ITALICS




