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March 25, 2000

Sen. Andrew McDonald, Co- Chalr
Rep. Michael Lawlor, Co-Chalr

Sen. Mary Anne Handly, Vice Chalr
Rep.Qerald Fox,Vice Chalr

Sen. John Kissel, Ranking Membher
Rep. Arthur O'nell, Ranking Member

Dear Sir or Madam:

t am writing you In support of House Bill 1167. | have worked with Connecticut Legal Services for the
past 11 years. They have been an integral part of helping us resolve our clients cases In a favorable
manner. Oflen times kids are refamed to court for school based Issues which stem from simple truancy
all the way to acts of violence and properly destruction. Upon Investigating these cases we find that
much of tha time these children have underlying issues that were not being addressed by the schoo!
district at the time of the incldent, Issuss such as leaming disabliites and emational disturbances. We
find In a lot of cases that these children are just languishing in the district, and are not excelling. When
we sei casss like this, we always consult with Connecticut Legal Services for advice as to how to
proceed with trying 1o secure school based services for our cllent. If we are not successful, we then
refer the case to C.1..S. ‘50 they can help the parent and child get the services from the school that they
are entited to under both Federal and State law. Without CL.S,; helping parents and children get the
senvices they need from thelr school system, less children would be diverted away from the Juvenlle
Justice System, and more children would fall to thrive and benefit from an appropriate education, which
would not only effact them in the short tefm, but in the long term foo.

| firmly believe in and support House Bill 1167 because without Connecticut Lega! Services, the
Indigent people in Connecticut will be at a greater disadvantage than they are already foday.

Sincerely,
v/ 75

Michael Onnembao MSW
Public Defenders Office




