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My name is Linda Ares Palermo. I reside in Sira ord, CT. T am here today to Speak

on the subiect matter of fhree reappointment to the Workers Compensation Conmunission,

2003. And the appointment of the Honorgble Joette Katz, fo he a Justice of the Supreme

Court, First I will speak on the subject matterof the Workers Compensation Commissioners,

I am basing my comments on the length of a compensation claim that is approximately twenty
years old, which was found to be compensable, (prior to the reforms); my experience before
the Commission inclusive of my security number and medical records being compromised, and
A January 2007 FOL chuest made of the Chairman seeking to review and inspect
Records, over which the Chairman should have control. The FOI report revealed there are
more ot less 100,000 open compensation claims (see pg 4) that are 1-20 years or more old.
3,322 attorneys and or law firms handing these claims; some with multiple listing who
continue to earn. There are approximately 796 Insurance Companies and or claims adjusting
companies insuting these claims; some with multiple listings. Recently I read that
Commissioner’s can’t force any Insurance Company to setile any claims. If ceases to amaze
me to say the least that any Commissioners well versed with the “Act”, doesn’t know there are
provision to fine Insurance companies and or Trust, for undue delay in settling a matter, among
of things. What about the large profifs insurance companies are making, and pyramiding off of
it by investing that profit. Ibave appearcd before Vargas and Walker some time ago, in those
20 years, however I do not recall appearing before Nancy Salarno, but never-the less based on
my experiences and information gather through the responses to FOI request, T can not in good
conscious suppotl them, because it is my belief as Commissioners they fail to upholding the

intent of the Worker’s Compensation Act. What about the truly injured?

T have appeared before the Honorable Joelte Katz, at the Superior Court, in the Fairfield JD.

T orally atgued a matter which involved“Insurance Company”. We spoke and maybe we didn’t
exactly speak in chambers. I command the Honorable Joette Katz, respect for a Pro Se, she
didn’t turn her back one me unlike some other Judges, etc. For this I respect and support her

elevation as a Justice in the Supreme Court,
Submitted by: Linda Qies Pabene, ASLAT

Attachment: Segments 4pgs of FOI Response



Office of the Chalrman
Capitol Place
21 Osk Sucel, dth Floor Sulley
Hariford. Conneclicut 06106-801 1
Tel: (HE0) 4931500
Fax: {860) 247-1361
Web sile; hup/iwec. state.ct.us

$Htate nf Gonnertirut
WORKERS' COMPENSATION
COMMISSION
Tanuary 17, 2007
Mas. Linda Pal¢moo Ayres
46 Vought Placo
Steatford, CT 06614
Re: FOI Request

Dear Ms, Ayres:

Commisstoners

ITohn A. Mastropletro, Chairman
A. Thomas White, Ir.

James §. Meuro
George Wakdron
Donald if. Doyle, Jr.
Jesse M. Frank)
Amado ). Vagas
Stephen 0. Delaney
Leonard 8. Paoletin
Bruie R, Walker
Howard H, Belkin
Charles B Senlch
Michello . Truglia
Nancy B. Salerno
Scott A. Barlon
Peter C. Mlynarczyk

The following information js all of the data we have available to the quostions posed in your Freedom of
Information Request dated Januacy 3, 2007 and received via fax in the Chairmmn's Office on Jamuaery 3,
2007 at A:15 p.m. Accordingly, 1 senl you a letier on January 8, 2007 acknowledging your reques,

I How many workers compensation claims on file remain unsetiled?

Response: As of January 17, 2007, the Commission hias 548,341 claims in its database: 469,212
remain open and 79,129 have been ologed, It is contrary to the statutory purpose of the Workets’

Compengation Act to seitle olaims. Workers compensation clalms remain open

go the injured

worker wilhs an aceepted claim may scek medical treatment and associated lost wages for the

remainder of their Jifetime.
2 How many of these cases are
1-3 years old? Response: 129,165
6-10 years old? Response: 163,928
11-15 years old? Response: 169,861
3 Whe are the elaims Adjusting companies In each of the above cases?

Response: We do not have this nforraation beeause it 1s not tracked in our database.

4. Who are the Insurance Companies in each of the above casas?
Response: ploase see the attached list
5 Is there pending litigation in any of the above clahns?
Response: Yes
6. Who are the af:c;me)’s of record in those claims that remain unresolved?
Reaponser please gec the atlached 1ist
7. How many of these cases have Medicare fiens against ihem?
Response; Unknown; the Workers® Compensation Commission does not recelve this
information.
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10.

11

12,

13.

4,

15

4.

13

Have the Medicara lHens been saliyfled?

Response: Unknown; the Workers' Compenisation Commission doss tot receive this
information.

How many settlements have besn made for In the past 20 years In the following monetary
categories: 30— 10,0007 10,000 - 25,0007 26,000 75,0007 75,000 — 100,000? 100,000 —
150,0007

Response: Unknown; this Information is not maintained in the database.

In the above rqﬁzrence& claims what Is the margin of profit that an Insurance trust and or
adjusimen! company s alfowed to make? '

Responan; Unknown; the Workors' Compensation Commnission does not receive this
information.

How many claimanis have nollced you that they have filed complaints with the Medicare Fraud
Unit as a resull of llens not being satlsfled?

Reaponze: None

How mary claimants have noticed you that they have filed complaints with the U.S. Medicare
Fraud Unlt as o result of their claim not being retifed? '

Response: MNone

How many aof your Commissioners reporied lo you, that any clalmant has report through fo them,
that the alleged fraidilent activity Is taking place in the Commission has been raporied to the U.S.
Medicare Froud Unlt?

Responye: None

Are insurance companles, frusts and adjusters, obligaled to operate in good faith whon coming
before the Compensation Commission

Response: Yes

How many complaints have you entertained regarding bad falth deating on the part of ary
Insurance, trust and or adfuriment company and adjuster, since you were appolnied chairman?

Response: None

Which law flrm(s) and or ailtorneys{s) names appear In the compensation records reflecting, the
number of cases they appear in?

Response: please sce the attached list

The names of the law firm(s} and or aitorneys(s} who are appearing or have appeared in the cases
that are 3-3 years old, 6-10yeqrs old, 11-13 years old, 16-20 years old?

Response: please seo the atiached list

[T




What Is the average time If takes to settls a claim? 1-3 years? 3-5 pears?

16.
Response: Tt is contrary to the statutory purpass of the Waorkers' Compensation Act to
settlo cinims. Workers compensation cialms romaln apen so the fnjured worker with an accepted
clalm may seck medical treatment and associated lost wages for the remainder of their fifetlme.
17, What Is the average time a claimant has lo wall for an Informal Hearlng?
Reaponse: 4.1 weeks
18 What is the time perlod a clamant must walt for an Emergency Hearing?
Reaponse: 10 dnys ,
19. The name of the former gavernor who appointed you as chalrperson?
Responye: John Rowland
20. Name of the previous Chairperson?
Reaponac: Jease M. Frank!
Very truly yours, "
@ﬂm /{5 he
Connle Rue
FO!I Lialson
Encs.
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Office of the Chalrman Commissloners

Capitol Place
21 Ok Sureet, 4th Floor Sultes
‘ Hentfond, Connegticut 06106-8011

John A. Mastropieuo, Chairman
A. Thomas White, fr.
James ). Memo

Tek: (a%cg 493-153011 Dm‘.: :ihlgg;?e In.
Fax: (B60) 247-136 Jesse M. Frenkd
Web sife: huprfiwee.state.ct.us ﬁtﬂi? of (ﬂnnm“ Iitfut Amado J, Yargas
Siephen B, Delane
WORKERS' COMPENSATION B 5. Paolelta
Ermnie R. Walker
COMMISSION Howard H. Belkin
. Charles F. Senich i
Janvary 17, 2007 s D. Truglis
. . Scolt A. Barton
Ms: Linda Palermo Ayres perer C. Miynarceyk
46 Vought Place
Siratford, CT 00614

Re: FOI Request
Dear Ms. Ayres:

The followlng information is all of the dala we have available to the questions posed in your Freedom of
Information Request dated Januacy 3, 2007 and roceived vie fax in the Chairmen’s Office on Jamary 3,
2007 at 4:15 pan. Accordingly, [ sent you a loltez on January 8, 2007 acknowledging your request.

L How many workers compensofion clalms on file remain unsettled?

Response: As of January 17, 2007, the Conmuission has 548,341 olaims in its database: 469,212
remain open aud 79,129 have been olosed. It is contrary to tho statutory purpose of the Workers'
Compensation Act to settle claims, Workers compensation claims remain open so the imjured
worker with an ageepted claim may seek medical treatment and associated lost wagea for the

remainder of thelir Jifetime,
2 How many of these cases are
{-5 years old? Responso: 129,165
6-10 years old? Response: 163,928
11-15 years ald? Responso: 169,861
3 Who are the claims Adfusting companies in each of the above cases?

Response; We do not bave this information because 1t is not truckod in our datebase.

4. Who are the Insurance Companies In each of the above cases?
Responset please see the attached list
3. Js there pending lifigation in any of the above claims?
Response! Yes
6. Who are the mro.meys of record in those clalms that remain wnresolved?
Response: pleass ses the attached list
7. How many of these cases have Medicare liens againsi them?
Response: Unimown; the Workers® Compensation Commisajon does not receive this
Information.
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M.

12,

3.

/4.

I3

14,

13.

Have the Medicare liens been satigfled?

Responas: Unikriown; the Workers' Compensetlon Commission does not receive this
information.

How many settlamenis have been made for In tha past 20 years in the foltowing monetary
categories: $0~ 10,0007 10,000 - 25,0007 26,000 —~ 75, 0007 75,000~ 100,0007 100,000 —
150,0007

Response: Unkmown; this information s not maintained in the database.

In the above referenced clalms what Is the margin of profit that an insurance trust and or
adfusiment compariy IS allowed tv make?

Responat: Unknown; the Workers' Compensation Commission does not recelve this
information.

How many clamants have nollced you that they have filed complalnis with the Medicare Fraud
Unit as a result of Hens rot being satlsfled?

Response: None

How many olaimants have noticed yau that they have filed complaints with the U.S. Medfeare
Fraud Unlt ay a result of their claim not being seliled?

Response: Nono

How many of your Commlssioners reported to you, that any claimant has report through to them,
that the alleged fraudulent activily is taking place tn the Commission has been reporied to the U.S.
Medicare Fraud Unit?

Response: None

Are inswrance companles, trusty and adjusters, obligated to operate in good faith when coming
before the Compensallon Commission

Responset Yes

How many complainis have you entertalped regarding bad falth dealing on the parl of any
Insurance, trus! and or adjusiment company and adjuster, slnce you were appointed chairman?

Response: None

Which law firm(s) and or attorneys(s) names appear in the compensation records reflecting, the
number of cases they appear in?

Response: please sce the attachad 1lat

The names of the law firm{s) and or attorneys(s} who are appearing or have appeared in the cdses
that are 3-5 years old, 6-10'years old, 11-13 years old, M—?D_warfo!d?

Response: pleass seo tho attached list




16, What Is the average time it takes to saitle a clalm? 1-3 ysars? 3-5 years?
Response! I¢ [x contrary to the statutory purpose of the Workers’ Compensation Act o
settlo clalms. Workers compensation clalms remain open so the injured worker with an nccepled
clalm may seek medical treatment and assoclated lost wages for the remainder of their Yifetime.
17 What Is the averoge time a claimant has to wait for an informal Hearing?
Responsc: 4.1 weeks
18. What i3 the time perlod a clamant must watt for an Bmergency Hearing?
Response: 10 day= .
9. The name of the former governor who appointedyou as chalrperson?
Response: John Rowland
20. Name of tha previous Chairperson?
Responae: Jeaso M, Frank!
Very truly yours,
Connle Rue
FOT Liaison
Fnes.
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