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SEEH,
in Title TV-

['am an attorney at Greater Hartford Legal Aid. I have represented low income Hartford area residents
in family and support matters for many years.

There are two important changes that need to be made to this bill. Lucy Potter, has also submitted
testimony which makes specific language recommendations.

First, Section 24 clarifies that the Bureau of Child Support does not have to allege and prove that
someone has “neglected and refused” to provide support in order to bring a petition for support. While we
agree that this is fair with respect to current support, the change could be construed to apply to arrearages also.
It has always been the law that there must be a showing of neglect and refusal for the court to order support for
periods before the filing of the case in court. It is important that this principle be preserved. The language
needs to be clarified so that the “neglect and refusal” standard continues with respect to the determination of

arrcaragcs.

And in section 29, we believe it is important to prescribe a standard for setfing arrearage payments to the
state for parents who reunite with their children, in order to ensure that support for the children is maximized.
The proposed language deletes reference to the statute that sets contribution from family members for support
of people in institutions, as a possible model. This section amends the statute to merely say that the guideline
commission should assure that arrearage orders for reunited families are appropriate. The standard that the
guideline commission adopted should be in the statute to assure that the needs of these families are given

sufficient priority,
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