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My name if Jeffrey Walter and I am President and CEO of Rushford Center, a private,
non-profit organization providing residential treatment services to adolescent boys, under
contract with the Dept. of Children and Families. I am here to testify in favor of HB
6523. By exempting certain residential programs from requiring a DCF license, this bill
would eliminate dual licensure for a small number of residential facilities providing
substance abuse services to adolescents in Connecticut.

The problem is that conflicting state law requires our program to hold both DPH and
DCF licenses. The requirements of these two licensures are occasionally inconsistent.
For example, DPH requires that all medications taken by residential clients either be
administered by a registered nurse or be self-administered by the client. DCF does not
allow self-administration but provides a certification for child care workers so that these
staff can administer medications. DPH does recognize such certification.

This is an important, but not the only, area of conflict.

I would like to add that my organization does not favor licensure by one state department
over the other. We do not want to create conflict between state agencies. Our position is
simply that we want to be able to comply at all times with all state requirements under
which we operate. Dual licensure makes such compliance difficult.

I thank you for your consideration of HB 6523.
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