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Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimgfiy on H.B, 5426, An Act Concerning Child
Care Subsidies For The Unemployed Under Th m. H.B. 5426 proposes to
continue the child care subsidy for a parent who becomestinemployed for a period of twenty-six
wecks. We wholeheartedly support this proposal. Presently, unemployed parents can continue
to receive their child care subsidy for only a four week period, which is far too brief a time to
secure new employment, especially in these difficult and unprecedented economic times. Since
unemployment benefits are granted for a twenty-six week period; it makes good sense for child
care subsidies to be granted for that same length of time.

Keeping children in their child care program and providing nurturing educational experiences is
best for children. Children need stability to thrive, especially when the family is already in crisis
over a job loss. We are seeing an increase in the number of children in our community who must
leave their child care program because their parent became unemployed. While that parent
searches for new employment, the child is left with an array of different caretakers. If we want
our young children to have nurturing experiences and quality care, leaving them in their child
care program in a familiar environment and staff who know them well is the practice we must
support.

Additionally, our child care programs need the steady income from subsidies to operate. As
more and more of our parents become unemployed, fewer and fewer child care subsidies will
received by programs making them more and more at risk of closing to all families.

This is the right time to grant an extension of subsidy benefits to parents. Connecticut will not
have to bear the full cost of this proposed extension, as the federal stimulus package includes $2
billion in funds for the Child Care and Development Block Grant.

We thank you for this opportunity to comment on House Bill 5426, We ask that you support this
bill so that families who become unemployed can find new work.
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