3 Bartlett Road
East Haven, CT 06512
(203) 467-5236

February 21, 2009

Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee
Room 1800, Legislative Office Building

Hartford, CT 06106

Phone: 860-240-0280

Clerk: Jeanne Clark

Dear Jeanne Clark:

My name is Noreen Piscitelli, my husband Pat and I adopted our son Michael in
December of 1995 through The Department of Children and Families. Michael turned
four years old the following March. We had Michael as our foster child since infancy and
worried many nights that the adoption may not go through. Adopting Michael was the
happiest day of our lives. We are so very grateful to have him and he is a wonderful
young man, now at the age of sixteen.

Over the last few years, we have been following articles in the newspapers regarding
children adopted through the State of Connecticut losing the benefit of assisted college
education. Enclosed are copies of letters to the editor and newspaper articles. In the letter
to the editor from Brian Mattiello (Chief of Staff for the State Department of Children
and Families), he states, “if even one parent allows the disincentive to postpone adopting
their child, we are doing that child & disservice”. We cannot agree with that statement
more. He wrote that because a foster father he had spoken to said that he did not adopt his
foster child so she would not lose the colle ge education benefit. What a sad decision that
foster father had to make.

We wrote to Governor Jodi Rell and Senator Toni N. Harp in January of 2008 inquiring
about this benefit and have not heard back from either of them. I had emailed Governor
Rell in the past and was referred to her constituents. I called and spoke to Elaine on
March 9, 2007 in Nancy Monahan’s office (Acting Commissioner of Department of
Children and Families) who informed me that the bill went into effect in January 2003.
Any child adopted after that date is entitled to the college education benefit.

Although we would not have ever held off adopting Michael because of that disincentive,



it hurts us to know that he is not entitled to the same college education benefit as other
foster children who have been adopted in the State of Connecticut. He has been an Honor
student since seventh grade and still holds his Honors status now in High School. We feel
any child adopted through the foster care program in Connecticut should be entitled to
this benefit should they choose to go to college. We believe if a child wants to attend
college who has been adopted in the State of Connecticut regardless when he or she was
adopted, should be given the same opportunity.

We would very much appreciate hearing from you regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Pat and Noreen Piscitelli

CC: Governor Jodi Rell,
Senator Toni Harp






RS AR
0168
‘sapydnise
S0 &g
sewypard asou
o8¢ af

CeLS
684 40 WO 4RiSISanU @ OySin U
1 paystal aq unI OFI2I0Z MO

pIEs ans L ‘Apon idope
01 SN 10} INOMYIP U PAERY
poa Ljqeqoxd 1 ‘Apisqns
198 01 2[qE U3 1, UPEY A5 JY,
'pres Jageg es|T ‘puncigipeq
DIULI® AJMIGUIUT ST JO 3STEDR]
wed ur ‘dpep 103 puadns
2)BIS B, aaladay siaqeq G
‘Pres 31s ‘UONeNils JJWI0U0Is
g AJIzey Ay} Jo ‘asnedaq syuerd
325X 0} B[R SEM. 08 PIp ouMm
IayySnep suo ayy, '0f o] pajuem
A3t 31 SIs30 Aty pues 0] plofe
1UP[NOD 3Ys pies Iaqeq Bsr]
‘afelio0 01 suod sey warpuyn
Iao siaqeq oy} jo auo 1snf
148y Anaid st ja8prq moyy
‘UAIPMIYF BE0M [l UM ‘eq

“auroy] & Buipeh piyo v
10 Aem sy ul pue)s 6w
- Y1 Sanpuasusp,, 1o
sapoepsio Aue anowal o}
wepoduy s Uiy ey
IPOF iy *A0D Butpnjouy
‘slelo a1Es A0S
‘sBefjo2 oy off pue Jooyos
ufiiy woly ayenpeih
‘pooypjiyo ajgess

2 aney o1 Ajgyil alow

s1 pajdopz St oW PGS B
JeU} Buimoys sejpnis LM

SHUWIpR OfMm 'Isqed wvSI] PplES

L8 m {4poD) dpy pmom 3,
‘28a1j00 Jo] pIed aws oy JI

“JaioIq

JBY s,uednnp Jeousds pue I8

-[jolg Jepo §,ueST K BSSLIRAY
sI ¢ ‘Apos “seBunod Ayl

‘UBIPIID I9180]

1oy se weSaq WOlM JO J[B ‘uaIp

- pardope INo] pue WaIpjIyo
02435 jo sprared sy} 218 UDABH
15ey 30 IBEg BSIT DUE Yong

4130 AT Y

"DIBS SUS ;“9YBUL 0] PTY & 10§
noisosp prey Adsne sIeE,,
-paydope Sureq Aq ooy
-EJTLpR 88a[[00 B 10] 80UByD I3y}
aso] JBTW PRy af) ISlaUm
noge Axtom oy aaey jydrur sy
-red aappadscad 10 P ® jer
Jpes Azaa, 11 pared wedipmy
BIf[A ‘@S §,ATIUIR) IIBI]} U] SNSSY
UR AN 0§ },USEM Y S[IM
ued
SN pIRYRRE pres | Tedesun
Aue 1 Bupfew jou ar Ay,
*pIes aYs ,;aq ([ 1 aaisuadxs
MO sMOUY oM ‘[ooyds 0} of
sAng asaip awrg A 4g,, ‘paidope
ame 0iMm UBIP[YD IPEunod roy

‘awies a1} op prroys ) sdegrad

‘BIE3 I9150] UL UAIPID I2PIC 107
28a1100 107 sded o1e}s am I jeyy
saAal[aq oUm ‘UBBNON al[d
pies 'sn sdppiy, Asuow ayy
‘aderef paumo-AJTie] 2 uy
ISALIP YORI-M0] PUE JUERIWI
B §B 5yI0M PUBGSTL] 2S0UM ‘Ued
I pres a1ea Aep aey fed o1
5208 OS2 11 J0 210G "PIES BUS ‘59
-suadxa a3a7[00 3InINY 10] Azme
1213 30 J1eq moqe nd A3
QUoT B OHE'T§ Inoqe
Jo puadns e sarsoal A9 ‘IEed
JSB] EBIOYISE 1iIM  PISOUEBEIP
sem BSS[IEJN 1L} jOB] By} pue
‘sapuelsmNoID fewads s malp
“[IY> IBY) JO SSUEIAG 1Ry} pres
‘USARH HUON Ul ISYJes] uop
-e0apa [emads "UeBIm S
'saljlure;
aandope diay Isnaq o1 swid
-eraip wren oy meldord wopes
-gn1a0 5 J9)sew-)sod ajeis-uy ue
doesap pmom osfe [[iq 2],
.ao)
-ABY, 8,400 Ples ‘191¥] 9SUIE Swia]
-qoxd’ 11 dpay oy =0 01 Ajpge

5yy sefpjurey Buratd ‘urerdoad
aduelsIsER-aL0[dnie  aneidIom
B 01 UOIYSE) Ie[[UIIS Ul 2)e
-rodo pue 5ad1Al98 UOREATas2Id
-fqare;  sArsusjui,  apraord
pinosm weiford meu ayy ‘pe
-1dope sie £31) 2105q PEIIIUSHL
Spasu [eoads aABY DUM UIP[IID
paydope Jo SeSED DY)} UT MO 2[R
-Jleak sYe AJUO SaDIAIRS (Ing
’ uaredde Apjerpamg
aq 10U APUI 1EY] s2nss IlEsy
[BIOIARURY 10 [RIUST PAIBIDOSSE
pue 10a[Fou 10 asnqe Jo S3LI0IETY
DABY BJED I3]SGf IST0D OUM TIXp
~fRD> AueuI 1BY)] JBI{eq %[} ISpUN
‘SaI[IME] r[AY) pUB  UAIPIMD
pa1dope 10] S30TAIRS [BITJAL
PUE JUIISSISSE ‘TUSWIFeurur
osen 107 Aed pnom os[e I
. rsyiared aandope
Io Iaso] aanoadsord lo] oayn
01 B Sugjes. apdoad . j0%)
-HOJ 155 §,9]2i8 ] 5B SMAIR]
aandopy pue =igo4 Jo uon
~BIDOSSY IRIRISUEO] 1Y) Aeud]
-53p pines (g uendepe ay),

ATRA-HISH

400 S 03 BUIPIOZOR “UONED
-npa Jaydyny jo ucoy Lue sngind
wraxiad 1% isn{ pue (06105 By
sy Anpqerodsar ajels 1opun
USIP[IYD [{B jo JieY AU0 tEq)
puna) Apnjs [PUOTEI JH80aL

“pres ays ‘paydope siam Lt
11 uey) afar[oo o] of pue [ooyDs
i woxy syenperd oy Ajai[ $99[
212 pile 3ADTI YDea M 3SI0M
op o] AN are ospe Asyy

'pies 1oTAe], ‘saictu apdgynul
aaey 0y Burol A[qeqoid ardaii
‘areD 121507 uf AB)s UAIP[D A}

JE 7] SY Wradwo2 1088¢q 1m0 9AT
-adstad areas IS B owolj
- rqyuared 193807 e o148l
I 0} pesoddo se spared aan
-dope xyery 81,401 J stuaied a1y
pu® piiy> 9w usamiar drsuon
-B[a] JUalafjip AX9A B 521911,
"UAIp[I2 A3 oy A1
fIqeys I9naq apiaoid oy st urerd
-oid a1y jo jupod. sjouym Luyg,
‘XO[ART,  93A0f TAUOISSLNIUG])
Lmdsg 300 01 Sujpiodny
o B0
uzed sl st spg), “Sworm. s1 ST,
JUEDOYI 1, CpEs [Py .28am)
ol sy oy Buoim §1BqM,
‘Sunfury) aiey Supuels L[,
‘uon
-edipa 38905 B I0f S90URYD Xai]
azipredoal o) nrem 10U pip Lo
g [1d oy Sundope palapIsuo
PRI o1 [[3 PO} I8IE] BUL
“I9N[1} 18150 181 puR
wewiom Sunof v iaw sys ‘ussBy
BN U] 1T843 T 0} 1{s1a B Jurmp
‘uaym Iead Ise[ PA9f [PUOSI T B
uo panbid sEM walald 5 {3
.« Daldope spry atoms 1o8 pue
ssanoxd spy) dn paads oy spqissod
BurqriIsas op 01 AARII Bp T LD
Wiom 0) PadU sm JEYI SBUTE Byl
0 9U0 §JPYL,, "pres [[2 ‘ssa001d
ai} dn paads 0} paau I INOgE

WJoa1I02 Afemjosqe Su0L,

*spoadsal 1310

u dreyy yism saasSe sys — Jq

3N} OJUT DB Jf 81PR0Z2N 0] Y238

D3 10)2aX1p 19Bpng I8y PIINNSUL

Apearre sey pue — fsucm

§,#E18 1) JO UIUTSAUT Poo3

B o1 [[:q 2yl yo ped wopesnpe
afa1]0a 3 SYUnQ =Y AMM

L BATIUROUT UE 28q PNOM

eyl Csiwered essyl Amen A

digp| *N w0 "UBs 81818

«idope

0} Apeal sjuated jo dnoal 661G & oo [im a18y; 08
* SIUSILSSISSE SLNCY Ul op o} ssjouaie juowased
poouppuo ayeand o) Aed 0} Rauow oup wweads am

8g *Apoinh yusuniiancd [erepas suy Aq 185 seupaping

uodopE SU} 193l o] 3A0W 0} S{ BNSS| [2al 3U,,

a0 01 SUIBISAS alom alay) II,
“PIES 3US |, ‘TURISAS 2[0UM 311 JO
unnelsdo sofs 211 YANONL S1U
-1ed sandope 2807 2m I} 1,
pres diey | ‘wisigornd sursy
648 B 2ARY JINS 9/, ‘BRIDIYD P

“xdope JoJ uonesupa a8a7j0s 1oy

sAed 218)8 A1y} 10U JO ISIBILM
‘100 3ueu I8 yoo) sn|
Aayy siead oml Jeye 1Bl weLR
10] FUFOSIDCTLI 0§ SEM S88201(
Y1 BleyM JUSNINSUCI B pEY
Affemioe, ‘plRISUEN-O ‘MW
‘M, @sie(y "day ME)s URIGM

-rmeyo-00 1y pres  dref]
.« 1dope
01 Apes: syared jyo  dnoid

288y B aq M AL o8
SIUDTHSSASSE ALIDI[ 31} Op 0] 91D
-uafe yUauaoe[d POOHPINED SIRA
-uid 10y Led o1 Asvow a1y w=ds
am og, -pres drep | cCAppmb
Jyuawmrescf [elepey eyl AqQ
1as satiy[apMmE uondope aty 128w
0} 3aA0UI 0} §1 INSSY [81 AU, |
pres digy] ‘ssacord
.. % @q ulnomn w28 01
sayjfusey aanoadsosd 10] sayey
aury jo 1dusr a1 51 wondope o]
[1e Jo 2ARUIDUISTE 183881q 3uY,
tmerqoId i Jo axea Jug
e 10U AJ[B2I alam oM JgSnoy]
1, ‘pesodoxd sem ;w se [Iq
B s g “Justodmos a8sjo
1) sSSP 0 AUMIM §,80s pies
‘anure] suonendorddy ay)
IO URHIOMITETD-03 ‘HAARY MIN
<1 ‘diey "N oL Uag aleg
'ssao01d uondope aty dn peeds
01 I3PI0 U *ajels 8t} 10] sIURK
-§S3EER  BsuUI0y O0p o0} wwMUQmmW
21eaind 230y 0 pERSN] I asn pire
afaf[on 0] paNIRWIEd ADUOUL
B} E]  pinoM  DPIUINIOD
suopeldorddy s Ajquuassy
1RX9URD) 2Y} {SNON[} WD By
12U} UOJSTaA B 0 “ILI0Y BIHOS 13
ssed o1 A1o1] sreadde jriq sy,

SSHI0U FHE AN 0325

“URIPMYD Yals0]

I0] S0P JAO02UU0]) S ‘aien

i3s0) Jo Jno paydope USIpTYD

10 uonEImpa 28a[[00 21eIs-U] 10j
Avd ‘AjeIsIsaonuod 1sCpy m

sy}

-urej IBL} pue uAIpTY Iandope

A HIom 18naq o) sisideratg
uren o} weidord e ajear) w
URIPIID
1a)S0f 0] S|qR{IEAR AJHO BIE JAGU
535D JSOUW W JEY) ‘BOl@asunod
DUE 8Ied [EJUap pUe [BI{PIM
B Yans ‘saotalss peuoddas
-91B3S J0J IJQIBI@ IILD 131505 JO
mo pa1dope VAIpIHD BN &
“SU0LE
-dope qum $)sisse ey noneIIE
-ef10 sreantd e im JoRICO pUR
f[Ed wes sjuared IsIso] FUIDIRG
Io 1dope 0] funyaas sU0LUR JBI}

 Jequau suoyd suo dr jeg &

TpInOM
Ter[l paojirey] Ui [[Iq B qiioy mnd
Iesk spy) Is[Ies SAIEY pue
UBIPIRLY Jo Wwsenredsacy a1e1s ai;
DUE [[o¥ UOSE3T 3UD §,)ByL
purot] B Sunied pOys e jo fem
a7} UI PUBS BN Jel  SeAPuaD
~UIsIp,, 10 S9[IEISOO AUE BAOUNAX
0} Juenodur s3; UIE HEY
0f "W “A0D BuIpnpu| “seny;e
aie)s swos ‘afajioo o1 08 pue
Jooyas Y8y woy sjenprid ‘pooy
-PIg0 2[qE1s_ B aaBf 5} AL
aow st paidopk st oqm pIud
e 1B} BUImOUS SaTpMIS T
ndope o3 yuem Af[RoliRWIOINE
squared 13603 [[e j0u ‘siuared
I9}SO] UI0 200D 2IBD §.3]BIS
9] J3puUn UAIPIE[D jO suoy
~dope a1y Jo 1an1ad 0/ STTYM
‘“wety) 1dope o1 Jufrem Apyure)
Burao] ‘s[geIs B SEY SIET S1BIS
IBpun PHYd AI3A3 Jou Ing
‘PIIUA S3UA
-led pa1dope s1y yanw Aiaa pue
Ayyeay ‘Addey aq o sreadde
oY “IINP[ SYIOWL SUIN WSS
ST 1 BUIEIOD pUE euenfirem
J0 S3OBI} I TIOQ Sem apis
-aeq a1y uo pal uf  durey; |1y,
i 1ns wods £e18 B o10Mm JISIA
U021 B WO oysm “1aouadg
“WEBIWA A
PIES “TOYJOUI X[ EOWUOD [T}
Aq pepdsoy syl Je pauopueqe
sem OIfM “ISTI0K] J{ey §ESSHER
0 spoared Sugeq Jepsuon pAsm
1 padse pue pof[Ed ieNIoMased
21815 B UIlM JB34 152 Surssalq ®
1 palaprstod osje Asyp Jog PR
puodas ® 0} muEMHmQ amadaq

Ty ey panupuo;)

- SOATIUSOUT PPe “$5300d JULURIIIS 0} $038 A1lS uondopy

5002 ‘8 AVIN ‘AVANNS

DOV LNOUA IHL WOHL

HALSIDEY NAAVH MEN 8V



