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Testimony of Lina Lorenzi, Acting Director of the LPRAC

Before the Government Administration and Elections Commiitee

In opposition of SB 840 “An Act Concerning the Elimination of the Office of Consumer Counsel, the Office
of the Healthcare Advocate, the Office of Ombudsman for Property Rights and Certain Legislative
Commissions.”

March, 16, 2009, in Room 2B of the LOB ~ 9:30 A.M,

Good morning State Senator Slossberg, State Representative Spallone, and honorable members of the
Government Administration & Elections Committee. My name is Lina Lorenzi, Acting Director of the
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission (LPRAC). Tam here today to speak in opposition 1o SB 840.

We at the Commission realize the severity of the budget deficit that the State is facing. We would be remiss
however, il we did not point out that it is our Latino community in Connecticut that has been and continues
to be disproportionaily targeted and onderfunded both socially and economically. Although the elimination
of LPRAC would be consistent with how the Latino community has been treated, it does not help solve the
budget deficit, tet alone our higher rate of unemployment, the need to create more affordable housing nor
does it improve our tack of access to proper medical care and insurance coverage.

The Latino community is currently grossly under-represented in the balls of power with respect to
appointments to those boards and commissions who ultimately make the ¢conomic, housing, education and
health resource allocation recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor. Latinos make up 12
percent of Connecticul’s total population. Yet of the 1,997 positions currently available on the 203 boards
and commissions in the State hierarchy, only mere 3.2 percent of those positions are held by Latinos. To
eliminate the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission would effectively eliminate the only body that
speaks on behalf of the targest and fastest growing ethnic minority in the state and the nafion. The one
constituency that holds the very key for economic survival and revival for our state is once again being
targeted and undermined.

LPRAC represents a community that historically has been denied the rescurces that many other Connecticut
citizens take for granted. The incidence of chronic illness within the Latino commuaity is much higher than
that of other communities in the State. We at LPRAC are barely scratching the surface in being able to
provide direct access to much-needed services for the Latino community. Through private granis received to
the mne of over $200,000 we began the preparation of a socio- economic study that clearly demonsirates the
deplorable economic conditions and dire need within the Latino community. We have been able to use the
statistics in that report to help us frame our annual legislative agenda in support of this under-represented
population.

While we agree that cuts are sorely needed in order to make the state’s budget much leaner and provide for a
balanced budget for the current fiscal year and beyond, we believe a more surgical and strategic approach to
balancing the budget is required. We feel that there are still areas that remain untapped in your budget that
lend themselves for reduction and consolidation rather than an agency that provides a voice for an entire
constituency in the staie.

Moreover, we urge the Government Administration and Elections Committee not to move this bill forward
and allow LPRAC and all other minority affairs commissions to continue serving populations that need a
voice at the table of those decision makers who need o hear these communities” needs and concerns first-
hand.

Though you might save a few dollars, I can guarantee that the damage you will do in these communities, will
be paid for not orly by our children, but our children’s grandchildren.

Thank you.
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MEMORANDUM

To: Government Administration and Elections Cf)l mittee (GAE)
From: Lina Lorenzi, Acting Director of the LPRAC [ [,

Date:  March 16, 2009 L
Re: Senate Bill Number 840

The LPRAC is attaching to this memo coi:ies of testimony provided in support of the
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission at the Appropriations Committee Public
Hearing of February 11, 2009 for your review. The LPRAC believes that these documents
accurately reflect the sentiment of the community in support of the LPRAC and because
of the connection to the content of Senate Bill number 840 we are forwarding it to the
members of the GAE Committee for the Public Hearing of March 16 as evidence that

should be included in the official file for SB No. 840,



Alma Maya

Good afternoon, members of the committee and the public. Thank you for
allowing me this opportunity to address you today. My name is Alma Mava, 1 live
at 220 Funston Ave., BPT, CT and | am here in support of the Latino and Puerto
Rican Affairs Commission.

| am here representing the views of the Greater Bridgeport Latino Network
(GBLN), with a membership of over 300, including mysslf. | am also a member
of the Statewide Concerned Citizens Committee. | am a former member of
Governor Wiecker's Council on Hispanic Affairs, the precursor to LPRAC, and
was a founding member and former commissioner/vice chair of LPRAC.
Therefore, | have a strong understanding of its mission and history.

| also know first hand of the impact of LPRAC on our communities. As the former
Executive Director of ASPIRA of CT, there were numerous occasions where |
called on LPRAC to assist me in supporting ASPIRA’s positions on pending
legislation locally and before this body, LPRAC never failed to produce
supporting evidence and also testify on behalf of falrness and equity in the areas
of education, youth, housing, fanguage rights, increased heaithcare and other
issues that impact on our Latino families. They have also served as your
competent advisor as you deliberated on these issues.

1 do not think that | need to explain to you about the growth of the Latino
communlties In CT. Orour gross under representation in local and State
government and the fact that we are underserved. On many levels we are an
invisible community.

| am sure you have recelved statistical data and research findings from LPRAC
to support the need for the existence of this Commission. LPRAC serves as our
voice. If you eliminate LPRAC you are in fact shutting us up!

Therefore, | would like to make the followlng arguments as to why you should not
support the Govarnor’s proposal to eliminate LPRAC. | would venture to say that
many of these arguments would also apply to the other advisory commissions,
such as the African American Affairs, Commission on Children, Asian American
Affairs and Permanent Commission on the Status of Women., | believe there will
come a time when these commissions will bacome obsolete. Unfortunately, that
time is not now!

Here are some facts:

+ The Governor is proposing cuts in the area of social services and aid to
municipalities that directly impact our communitles, especially our
children;



» We are currently under represented on all government boards and
commissions;

» We are currently under represented in State employment:

» Woe are currently under represented on the State legislature,

Alma Maya

You should consider making cuts in other non essential areas and maintaining
the advisory commissions, as is. [n reality, you should not be balancing a budget
on the backs of the already underserved. This Is unfair and does not promote
equity or good will.

Another proposal, consider consolidating all advisory commissions into one entity
on a temporary basls. You can name it the ST of CT Commission on Minority
Issues. Each area would keep an Exscutive Director, legislative analyst, publicist
and a secretary. Each would keep its board of commissioners. They could share
space and equipment. | feel that this is only a temporary measure and you can
certainly pul a future date In your proposal, to reconfigure the commissions.

Please do not ignore that Latinos are a growing population with growing voting
power.

LPRAC has served our communities, our Governors and State legisiature very
well for a long time. You should not reward a job well done by kiliing itt

Thank you for your attention.
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RICBARD BLUMENTHAL
ATTORNEY GENERAIL

Office of The Attorney Greneral

State of Connecticut

TESTIMONY OF
ATTORNEY GENERAL RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
BEFORE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
FEBRUARY 11, 2009

I appreciate the opportunity to support the continued fimding of the Latino and Puerto
Rican Affairs Commission.

I add my voice as well to many others supporting the other commissions whose existence
is threatened -- the African-American Affairs Commission, lhe Asian Pacific Americans
Commission, the Commission on Aging, the Commission on Children and the Permanent
Commission on the Status of Women.,

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission provides significant advocacy for a
significant community with unique and profoundly important needs. The Commission is also a
critical forum for bringing together the diverse segments of that community and focusing on
public issues of particular importance to Latinos.

For the past 13 years, the Commission has championed many issues -- including Spanish
interpreters for courts, a minority health council, tougher regulations for predatory lending and
improving diversity in health services. The Commission compiles a comprehensive socio-
economic study on the Latinos residing in the state,

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission, along with the African-American
Affairs Commission, the Asian Pacific Americans Commission, the Cominission on Aging, the
Commission on Children and the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women, provide
critical information to the legislature and the public on how policies impact their communities.
The General Assembly makes better policy decisions because of their input.

[ urge the commi{tee to continue fimding these commissions to ensure that our state
policies are developed with a solid, informed base of knowledge.



Testimony for the record by Eddie A. Perez
Mayor, City of Har(ford
Submitted to:
The Connecticut General Assembly
Appropriations Committec
February 11, 2009
Hearing on Permanent Commission on the Status of Women, Commisston on Latino
and Puerto Rican Affairs, African American Affairs Commission, and Commission
on Aging

Good afternoon Chairs Harp and Geragosian and members of the Appropriations
Committes, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of The Permanent
Commission on the Status of Women, The Commission on Latino and Puerto Rican
Affairs, The African American Affairs Commission, and The Commission on Aging,

Connecticut is a State rich in diversity,; a fact evidenced today by the wide range of
ethnicities, ages, and interests represented in this room, This year’s budget calls for the
elimination of a number of Commissions that work to protect and nurture that diversity.
Without question the State of Connecticut’s economic woes demand that we as elected
offtcials and constituents make some very difficult choices. However, we must be
mindful of the long-range impact of those choices.

To fully appreciate the consequence of losing any one of the Commissions before you for
comment this afternoon, T ask that you to consider the extraordinary work that cach of
them has done up to today.

The Permanent Commission on the Status of Wonten has and continves to
aggressively pursue the elimination of sex discrimination in the State of Connecticut, To
that end The Commission advocates not only for women’s equity alone, but for a wide
range of concerns that impact many of us; from family-friendly policies in the work
place, to education, to health,

The Permanent Commission on the Status of Women provides law makers with the
information they need to make informed decisions on how legislation will affect women
throughout the State. The Commission also acts as a conduit between government and the
private interest groups and citizens who are invested in services and opportunity for
women,

The mission of The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission is the advancement
of the Latino and Puerto Rican Communities in the State of Connecticut. The LPRAC has
worked to earn a number of successes since its creation, helping to pass legislation
improving the ease of access to education and health care in the Latino Community, The
Commission has placed & strong focus on those health issues that plague the Latino
community, fighting against HIV/AIDS, lead poisoning, and asthma.




The Commission provides a unique information service, offering lawmakers and the
community publishing the only comprehensive socio-economic study for the Latinos in
Connecticut. Additionally, The LPRAC has fought for issues whose impact extends
beyond just the Latino community; from comprehensive immigration reform at the
national level to greater legal representation for abused and neglected children.

In the twelve short years since its inception The African American Affairs Commission
has worked diligently to protect and promote the interests of Connecticut’s African
American population. The Commission was instrumental in the passing of key legislation
to curb gun violence, combat hate crime, and restore voting rights to the more than
50,000 Connecticut men and women who'’ve served prison sentences.

"The African American Affairs Commission has also taken a strong proactive role in the
community. Their “Know How to Go” and “College Goal Sunday” programs have
provided over 15,000 first generation and economically disadvantaged children in this
State with the tools needed to access higher education. The Commission also works with
national health organizations to increage awareness and prevention of chronic diseases
and promote good health in the African American community.

The Connecticut Commission on Aging has been committed to improving the lives of
Connecticut’s older adults for over 16 years. As Connecticut’s one million baby boomers
grow older, The Commission is needed now more than ever to help prepare us for this
demographic change.

The Commission has put forth legistation improving the lives of Connecticut’s older
population. In 2008 The Commission ¢stablished the Aging and Disability Resource
Center which has allowing senior citizen’s greater individual choice concerning their
long term care. The Commission has also worked to expand and simplify several
Medicaid program options, as well as to address the concerns surrounding an aging
workforce and the growing need for clder care.

As you’ve heard, the Commissions put before you for comment this afternoon have made
important gains for the communities that they represent. Certainly now more than ever
before minorities have greater representation at all levels of government, Still, the work
of these Commissions is not yet complete. If any one of them were shuttered, it would
mean an end to coordinated and informed advocacy for the constituencies they represent.
Both the economic and social cost of losing those voices would be far greater than any
savings made by eliminating the Commissions,

Thank you.
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Hispanic-dmerican Veterans of Connecticut, Inc. (HAVOCT)

Connecilent's Flrst Hispantcdimerlean Veterans Commimliy Organlzatlon
A 301 ¢ 3 Organization

Febmary 10, 2009

Honarable Toni Harp, Co-Chair
Senator

Honorable Juan Candelaria, Co-Chair
Stale Representative

Appropriations Connii(ee

State Legislature

Stale of Connecticut

300 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Sen. Harp & Rep. Candelaria:

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission has been a vital part of the Hispanic
communily for (he past 14 years. It was the Legislalure, in keeping with current trends of
addressing the issues of a growing community, who had the foresight to establish this
Commission in the first place. It behooves the Legislature to ¢ontinue lo recognize how vital it is
for this agency to continue serving the needs of the Hispanic population in Connecticut,

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission has been the voice of the Hispanic
communily in many areas including liealth, education, immigrant issues and youth to just name a
few. They have been instrumental in working with many pariners in {he community ard helped
HAVOCT, In¢ to advocale and pass HB #5799 which provided bilingual VSO services at DVA.

The Hispanic community has been hurting for many more vears than the current harsh
economic limes. It would be so detrimental to do away with an agency that can bring those major
concems 1o the table of those with the power and influence to be able to make the situation just a
little better for those under-served in areas of employment, housing, health and education.

We implore the Appropriations Commilice and, through il, the Legislature to recognize
the value of this organization and ensure that it remains a pant of the State budget. We arc sure
that they ¢an agree lo instltute any and atl measures that will assist with this hard economic
downturn but to remove them now would be to silence a huge population that is in dire need of
services al this time. Hispanic veterans are faring a little better for LPRAC's infervention.

We can be reached at 860-721-5849 should you have any questions and stand ready to
provide testimony if it would help their cause.

Respectfully,

Hvan & Gruz

Juazt L. Cruz, Inlerim President

P.O. Box 330221, WEST HARTFORD, CT 06133-0221 HAVOCT@HISPANIC-AMERICANVETERANSCT.ORG
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February 11, 2009

Dear Approptiations Committes Member:

The Latino and Puerto Rlcan Affalis Comimisslon has been o vital part of the Hispanle
community for the post 14 years, It was the Leglslature, In keeping with current trends of
addrassing the lbsues of a growing community, who had the foresight to establish this
Commission In the flrst place, it behooves the Leghlature to continue to recognize how vital It is
for this agency to continue serving the needs of the Hispanic population in Connacticut,

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs Commlssion has been the volce of the Hispanic community
In many areas cluding health, educatlon, immigrant Issues and youth to Just nome a few,
They have been Instrumental i working with many partners In the community such as the
Department of Education, the Department of Social Services, Department of Publlc Health
and Administrative Services to ensure that the programming avallable within - those
organizetlons Is readlly made avallable to the Hispanle community statewlde.

The Hispanlc community has been hurting for many more years than the current harsh
economic times, It would be so detrdmental to do away with an agency that can bring those
major concerns te the table of those with the power and Influence to be able to make the
situatfon just a llttle better for those under-served In areas of employment, housing, health and
education.

We Implore the Appropriations and, through It, the Legllature to recognize the value of this
organization and ensure that It remalns ¢ part of the State budget, We are sure that they can
agree to institute any and all measures that wiil assist with this hard economle downturn but to
remove them now would be to sllence o huge ropulation that Is n dire need of servicas at this
time,

We can be reached ot 203-739-5636 should you have gany questlons and stemd ready to
provide tastimony If it would help their cause.

Respectfully,

(bnen Burgeo -Rodriguer
Abner Burgos-Rodlrlguez

Chair

Latine Scholarship Fund



February 11, 2000

Dear Approprictions Committee Member:

On behalf the Spanish American Merchants Assoclatlon, o non-profit organlzation that provides technlcal
assistance to small business owners. | would flke to state that the Latine ond Puerto Rican Affalrs
Commlssion have been vary Instrumental to our organization and our community. The commission has
assisted our arganization with opaning of our Willlmantle office, assisting our merchonts with the WIC
program and has dalso suppotted many of our projects. They have been d vital link to other community
agencles cs well.

Wa ask that you reconsider to maintain the Latino and Puerto Rlcan Affalrs Commission in the Stata
budget so that they can continue with thelr work,

Respectfully _
Cesar Mejla : -
Board Vice President

SPANISH AMERICANMERCHANTS ASSOCIATION
98 Park Streal, Harlford CT 06106 Tel: 860-278-5825 Fax: 860- 241-9000
235 Grand Avenue, New Haven CT 06513 Teal: 203-860-0522 Fax: 203-865-0355
872 Main Stresl, Willimanlic CT 06226 Tel:860-423-8400 Fax: 860-423-4800
www.samact.org

e




Society of Lalin American Firefighters
120 Spruce Street
Manchester, Conneclicut 06040

February 10, 2009

Honorable Toni Harp, Co-Chair
Senalor

Honorable Juan Candelaria, Co-Chair
Stale Representative

Approprialions Committee

State Legislature

State of Connecticut

300 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Pear Sen. Harp & Rep. Candelaria:

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission has been a vital part of the Hispanic community for the
past 14 years. It was the Legislature, in keeping wilh current irends of addressing the isswes of a growing
community, who had the foresight to establish this Commission in the first place. 1t behooves the Legislature to
contimee to recognize how vital it is for this agency to continue serving ihe needs of the Hispanic population in
Conneclicul,

The Lalino and Puerte Rican Affairs Commission has been the voice of the Hispanic community in many
arcas including health, education, immigrant issues and youth to just name a few. They have been instrumental in
working with many pariners in the communily and we have supported their efforis at their annual leadership and
studeni recognition for mauy years.

The Hispanic community has been hurting for many more years than the current harsh economic times. Tt
would be so defrimental to do away with an agency that can bring those major concerns to the table of those with the
power and influence to be able to make the siluation just a little belter for those under-served in areas of
cmployment, housing, health and education.

We implore the Appropriations aad, through it, the Legislature to recognize the value of this organization -
and ensure that it remains a part of the Stale budget, We are sure that they can agree fo institute any and all
measures that will assist with this hard economic downlurn but to remove them now would be lo silence a huge
population that is in dire need of services at this time.

We can be reached at 860-836-3987 should you have any questions and stand ready to provide testimony if
it wonld help their cause,

Sincerely,

ooy Eliortas

Joey Huertas, President



N AS i’ i National Association of Social Workers / Connecticut Chapter

2139 Silas Deane Highway Sherry Ostrout, MSW, CMC, President
Suite 205 Stephen A Karp, MSW, Executive Director
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 naswcet@conversent.net

(860) 257-8066

Appropriations Committee Public Hearing

In Support of the Human Rights Commissions
' February 11, 2009

Submitted By: Sherry Ostrout, MSW, CMC
President

SENATOR HARP, REPRESENTATIVE GERAGOSIAN, and members of the Appropriations Committee,
On behalf of the National Association of Social Workers, Connecticut Chapter, representing over 3400
members, I submit this public testimony in support of the S human rights Commissions and the office of the
Heaith Care Advocate.

NASW, for years, has provided informed positions on 4 number of important topics as it relates to our social
work members and those we serve through social work services, We creatc a legislative agenda and establish
priorities through our membership networks and commitices. Last night, NASW’s Board of Directors passed
a resounding and unanimous priority resolution to support the maintenance of the five human rights
Commissions -- Aging, Children, Women, Latino and African American affairs and additionally the Office

~ of the Healthcare Advocate. , -

During this time of extraordinary financial challenge it is desperately and of utmost importance, to maintain
the human rights commissions that provide the non-partisan, research based public policy analysis that we
can rely upon. We rely upon the Commissions to analyze public policy impact, national trends and provide
Connecticut specific recommendations on efficiencies all within the important context of an independent
voice, IF this expertise or independent voice was duplicated in any other legislative or execulive department
NASW would not be providing this testimony. The Commission’s are not redundant, they are not duplicative
and they are not fluff.

The Commission on Aging, as one example, has a proven history of bringing providers, advocates, the
executive and legislalive branches together over initiatives that, in this year alone, led to recommendations
that can save the state $600 million dollars, During a time where long term care issues and cosis are growing
at alarming rates, duting a time of enormous expansion of the older adult population we need the
Commission on Aging to help lead our state as the demands, we know, will not diminish.

On behalf of the National Assaciation of Social Workers in Connecticut and our 3,400 members, we ask the
Appropriations Committee to support the Commission’s through supportive funding for this critical and
necessary independent work,
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Hispanos Unidos, Inc.

116 Sherman Avenue » New Haven, Connecticut 06511

Exscutive Divector Tel: 203-781-0226
Luz Z.-Gonzdiez : ) ' ' Fax: 203-781.0229

February 10, 2009

Dear Legislative Members:

I am wriling this letter on behalf of all the Latinos in Connecticut that at some point have
been involved with The Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs Cominlssion. We as Latinos
have worked hard to maintain the Commission with our support and particlpation [n
many venues of importance to us, { am urging the Governor to reconsider keeping the
Commission that Is so vital 1o both the Latine Communlty and the State of Connecticuf.

Latinos In Connecticut continue to graw not only In humbers, but also as pari of the
economic growth of this state. This has bsen In part of the work that the Commission
has done. The commission has bsen part of idenlifying members of the Latino
community for other commisslons and boards key 1o the work of the state and
governmenl. Therefore, | cannol stress enough the importance of mairdtaining his
Cormmission.

If you would ilke more Information or if | can be of further assistance, you may contact
me at igonzal spanos-unjdaes.org or 203-781-0226. Thank you in advance for any

consideration glven to this request.

Sincerely,

Execdtlve Director
Hispanos Unldes, Inc.

“Cuida tu Salud”
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Testimony of the LPRAC before the Appropriations Committee
Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Room 2C of the Legislative Office Building, Hartford, Connecticut

HB. No. 6365 “An Act Concerning the State Budget for the Biennium ending
June 30, 2011, and Making Appropriations Therefor”

Good afternoon Siate Senator Harp, Stale Representative Geragosian and honorable members of
the Appropriations Committee, My name is Ed Rodriguez, a Commissioner of the Latino and
Puerto Rican Affairs Conumission (LPRAC), Chairman of the Priorities & Legislation committes
of the LPRAC and the designated speaker on behalf of the LPRAC today. ‘

History

The LPRAC was created by the Connecticut General Assembly in 1994 via Public Act 94-
152, taking effect February 1, 1995. The LPRAC is part of the Legislative branch and is
governed by section 2-120 of the Connecticut General Stalutes as amended by Public Act
munber 03-229. The initlat appointees to the thirteen board members inotuded all the
mombers of the Governor's Council for Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs esfablished by
Ixecutive Order Number 1'en by Governor Lowell P, Weicker, Jr.

Mission Statement and Legistative Mandate

The LPRAC’s mission as stipulated in statute is to coordinate and provide access to
resources by developing and recommending to the Govemnor and the Legislature policy for
the advancement of the Latino and Puerto Rican community by: .
The commission shall: ‘

L. Review and comment on any proposed state legislation and regulations that would
affect the Latino and Puerto Rican populalions in the state and provide (o the
members of the Gencral Assembly copies of any such comments;

2. Advise and provide information to the Governor and the Genera) Assembly on the
stale's policies concerning the Latino and Puerto Rican comnunitics;

3. Advise the Governor and the General Asscmbly concerning the coordination and
administration of stale programs serving (he Latino and Puerfo Rican populations;

4. Maintain a liaison between the Lalino and Puerio Rican commwniiies and
povernmentsal entilies, including, but not timited to, the General Assembly;

3. Encourage Latino snd Puerto Rican represontation at all levels of state government,
including state boards and commissions, and maintain an accessible list of
prospeclive appoinfces who are menibers of the Latino or Puerto Rican community;

6. Secure appropriate recognition of the aceomplishments and contributions of Latino
and Puerlo Rican populations of the slate;

7. Work in consultation with the joint commiitee of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matlers relating (o legislative management for the purpose of
establishing a plan of short-term and long-term initiatives based on the needs of the

. Latino and Puerto Rican community; and

8. Prepare and submit to the Governor an annual report concerning its activities with
any appropriate recommendalions conceming the Latino and Puerto Rican
populations of the state and submit a copy of the report o the joint committes of
the General Assembly having cognizance of maliers relaling to legislative

. management, which committee shalt disiribute a copy of the report o each member
of the General Assembly.




Summary of Performance

Thus far, the LPRAC has published the onty report on the socioeconomic sfatus ol
Latinos throughout the stale. Morcover, in order to respond to one of our legislalive
mandales, the commission has held snnual Gala-Award events in celebration of the
accomplishments of the many outstanding adult and youth leaders in our community.
Furihermore, the LPRAC hes developed a Logislative Agenda and testified before the
Connecticut General Assembly on a broad range of Issues dealing with education,
healthcare, housing, judicial, and economic development, The LPRAC has been
successtol in providing information about legislation thal has later been adopted into law
such as the creation of Individual Development Account Programs, and the restoration of
voting rights just to mention a few examples. The LPRAC conlinues generating data for
lawmakers on issues such as the Housing Mortgage Crisis, HIV/AIDS, Lead Toisoning,
and Asthma, Furthermore, the LPRAC has successlully worked in partmership with
Connecticut lawimakers, federal, state, and municipal elected officials on issues sucls as
the effects of workplace discrimination, redistricting, trafficking of persons, domestic
violence in immigrant communities and immigration reform. Finally, the conferences
and prograwns initiated by the LPRAC includes the Reflecting Conneclicut Project, Dual
Language training, homeownership conferences, money - management, and about the
landmark State Supreme Court case of Sheff, Bermudez vs, O'Nelll,

The demands on the LPRAC have confinued to increase with niore and more elected
officials, members of the public and institutions secking our expertise in a broad range of
areas of extreme technical difficulty. In 2007, for instance the immigrant communities
began to mobilize through-out the State of Connecticut seeking help on different problem
areas and the LPRAC stood up to the challenge and advooaled in the legistature in
support of stale-sponsored healtheare progeams for legal immigrants, drafled the
language for the in-state twition bill that would have provided in-state tuition to the
chitdren of immigranis, and collaborated with other state leaders in support of the
creation of a Trafficking in Persons Conncil.

In the education froni the LPRAC began a partnership between the Deputy Commissioner
of the State Department of Education to look for ways to improve education outcomes for
Latino students and played an important. advisory role to the Commissioner of
Education’s proposed plan for Secondary School Reform Legislation — a plan that sees
student success by the comnection between 21¥ Century Learmning, Engagement, and
Rigor. The LPRAC among other recommendations submitted in writing to the Education
Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly (CGA) or with direct meefings with the
Co-Chairs of Education in the past fow years include the following recommendations: (0
that the CGA substantially increase state investments in pre-school education, (2reduce
the segregation and the concentralion of poor students in Connecticut schools, (3)
improve teacher certification requirements, (4)incrensing capacity in school readiness
programs for low-income students, (S)mandate that (he Stafe Department of Education
prepare a comprehensive plan of inlervention in non-performing schools under the
Federal No Child Left Behind Act, and (6)provide the Connecticut Mastery test to
Limited English Profioient students in their native language.

The LPRAC is also an active member of the Cominission on Racial and Ethnic Disparity
in the Criminal Justice System (REDCIS), which was created by the Connecticul slate
tegislature fo make recommendations on how to eliminate racial and cthnic disparities in
the criminal justice system. In October 22, 2008 the LPRAC collaborated with the
REDCIS at the'hetm of the Honorable Lubbie Harper Jr: in an everil entlitled Disparity in
Connecticut: Where are e Now and Where are we Heading, which will het p us respond
to our legislative charge on developing and recommending policies to reduce the number
of Latinos and African-Americans in our criminal justice system as well as the number of
minoritics who are viclimized by crime. This far reaching charge requires the
Commission to examine every aspect of the systems from arrests to dispositions as well



as how the public perceives the face of the system, The REDCIS is currently focusing all
its efforts on finding ways to keep the children and the youth to stay away from the
criminal justice system and the LPRAC already made specific recommendations to the
REDCJS of the importance of prioritizing efforts that study the adequacy of the number
of courl interpreters, compelonce of legal representation for underprivileged Latino
defendants with Limited English Proficiency and most importantly to make
recommendalions to the CGA and io the Governor's Office to increase the number of
Latino judges, which is currently about 2.6 percent of the {otal positions currently
available within a population size already surpassing the 12 percent mark.

Al the beginning of 2008 the LPRAC — before a room full of community leaders,
concerned members of the public, and the press — amounced the findings of the
LPRAC's fourth and most comprehensive Socio-Economic Study. The LPRAC utilized
the results of 1his report to prepare its 2009 Legislative agenda. 'This report indicated
that a growing number of Latino families living in Conneclicul’s five largest cities
conlinue experiencing a declining standard of living. The declining economy is only
adding to the burden of these working families, forcing many of them to work muliiple
jobs to keep a float, Al the time of the announcement the LPRAC advised both the
Governor and the legislature to react through policy that bears clear and tangible change
to avoid a larger economic crisis.

In July of 2008, the LPRAC conducted a suwmmit entitled Connectict Families in an
Ailing Market: a Summit on Honsing at the Legislative Office Building fo study the
impasct of the housing morlgage crisis on the state’s Latino sad minority popwlations.
The LPRAC invited a series of national and slate experts to lalk abowl fhe topic and
intended to motivale public dialogue and policy discussion among Ihe experls and
policymakers alike,

The LPRAC in coalition with other state election officials and other Latino organizations
worked on a campaign entitled “Tu Volo Si Cuental” or “Your Vole Does Count!”
which endeavored fo registér 10,000 new Latino voiers across the state. The LPRAC
specifically helped establish volunieer committees in Bridgepoet, Danbury, Hartford,
Meriden, New Dritain, New London, Wallingford, Waterbury, and Willimantic, This
effort was the first of its kind in the state and the ultimate results of the campaign showed
that a tolai of 25,570 Latinos registered to voie via the “jTu Voto Si Cuenta!™ TFor
comparison purposes, keep in mind that to the best of our knowiedge there are abowt
90,000 Latinos registered to vole in Conngeticut, which is less than half of the cilizen
voling age population, In other words the LPRAC’s efforis resulted in a Latino voler
registration increase of 24% not bad for an effort with almost no monelary investmenls
from the state.

The LPRAC also continues responding to our legislative mandate which stipulates that it
must secure the appropriate recognition of the sccomplishments and contributions of the
Latino and Puerto Rican population of the state. Tn 2007 the LPRAC bestowed its Latino
Cilizen of the Year Award fo Bishop Peter A. Rozazza for his leadership in the arca of
help to Lating immigrants. Mrs, Lelicia Colon was awarded thig Latioa Cilizen of the
Year Award for her commitment to hielping mentalty ohallenged adults suceeed through
social integration. ‘The LPRAC tlus far has recognized 10 agencies for their work on
their communities and so far awarded $45,000.00 dollars from privale grants to Latino
siedenis for their academic success. In 2008 the LPRAC awarded Dr. Agnes Quiiiones
and Dr, Prancisco Donis the Latina/o Cilizen of the Year Award and announced that the
LPRAC would double their scholarslip monelary awards to about $85,000.00 for the
Fiscal Year of 2009. These award-ceremonies bring together about one thousand guesis
from throughout the state o recognize the Latino community’s best and brightest, and
celebrate (he achiovements of leaders, organizations and sludents. All of which is



performed using no state funds, Jn 2008 the LPRAC raised more than $100,000.00 in
privale conlributions to make this possible,

Thoe Comumission is also aclive making recommendations to the Connecticut General
Assembly regarding increasing access o healtheare to the Latino community. In 2007,
for instance, the LPRAC assisted the legistalure passing leglstation that mandates the
Commissioner of Social Services to work with the LPRAC on the development of an
owtreach effort through the Latino media to increase Latino children’s enrollment in the
Healthcars for Uninsured Kids and Youth (HUSKY) program. The LPRAC is also an
active member of the legistature’s HealthFirst Connecticut Authority Commmitlee, which
is mandated to examine and evaluate different alternatives for providing all Connecticut
residents quality, affordable, and susiainable healthcare; and a member by slate slatute o
the Commission on Health Equity within the Office of lhe Health Care Advocate to work
to {1)eliminate disparities in health status based on race, elhnicity, and linguistic ability
and (2) improve the quality of health for all state residents (Public Act 08-171).
Furthermore, the LPRAC played a big role in directing the first ever-national grant for a
tobacco secession program designed to profect Connecticut Latinos from the dangers of
tobacco use. This program was entiiled “Latino no Fumes Proiége tu Salud — Latino
don’t Smoke Prolect Your Healih” presented in partnership with the Hartford Hospital
through a graut totaling $497,055 given by the American Legacy Foundation for a three
year prograin,

The LPRAC was also part of a successful coalition 1hat advocated In support of Hispanic
veterans for a new mandate requiting the Stale Department of Veteran Affairs hire
bilingual staff. The bill was infroduced by State Representative Kelvin Roldan (D-4"
House District) in collaboration with the Hispanic American Veterans of Conneclicul,
Ine. The bill was given unanimons vote in both chambers of the CGA and it was signed
inte law by the Govemor on Juns 11, 2007.

Current LPRAC Recommendallons .

Al the bepinning of last year, the LPRAC released the fourth edition of the Latino Socio-
Economic Stalus study, which alerted policy makers of a declining standard of living for
Latinos in Connecticut. This survey indicated that the most pressing issues for Laotinos
were {0x relief, high healthcare cosis, and education reform. Moreover, the LPRAC steod
side by side with the Hispanic Health Council when they informed the Conneclicut
legislature, about a year ago, of an existing healih crisis affecling disproportionately the
Lalio population. All of these aterts happened prior to the home mortgage meltdown of
2008 which generated another set of cconomic problems across the country. Alkin all, the
LPRAC believes this recession, it no managed wisely, will dispropoitionately affect the
Latino community and that is a cost the state cannot afford to underiake.

It is within this contexi that the LPRAC recommends ihat the Conngclicut General
Assenbly (CGA) provides tax refief, strengthen stale services that aim {o help famitics
during this recession, reshufile state priorities to be able to afford education reform
legislation and provide affordable healtl care coverage for all state residents. In specifie,
the state should suspend foreclosure sales for six monlhs, and continue funding Latino
agencies that provide job {raining for {he unemployed, food and shelter to {he homeless,
healtheare coverage 10 the uninsured and aller school programs for the youth,

The LPRAC also recommends that Connecticut policymakers prioritize legisiation that
endeavars 1o help Latino businesses strive during a national economic downlumn and a
worsening credit crisis, Latino entreprencurs making investments in Conneolicul are
feeling the weight of this economic crisis and are going (o need access io capital to stay
competitive. Recently, Govemnor Rell announced a $100 Million loan program for



Connecticut businesses as part of the Governor’s 'Four-Point” Credit Plan to ensure the
continued free flow of credit in the slate’s economy. The LPRAC [s supportive of this
plan; however, the LPRAC does not believe thal these funds are trickling down to Latino
businesses, therefore we urge the Govemor the legistature to ensure that this growing
segment of the industry have equal access (o those resources alveady available,

Furthermore, the LPRAC will reach-out to the Black and Puerlo Rican Caucus of the
CGA to work on ways to increase judicial nominations of minority judges serving on
Comnecficut state courts; LPRAC wanls to work with the leadership of the CGA on
legisiation that helps Latino immigrant families on issues of higher-education, hate
crimes, and domestic violence.

Finally, the LPRAC will make reeommendations to siate appoiniing authorities about the
need to diversify the State of Connecticut's boards, and commissions, It is one of the
LPRAC's most important mandales to “encourage Latino and Puerto Rican
representation at all levels of stale government, inchiding state boards and commissions”
and a major requirement of the law is that appointing authorities consider gender and race
when making their appointmenis. However, from the latest racial composition report
released by the Secretary of the State, there was insignificant change in representation of
minarify groups between 2005 and 2007. In both years, members of minority groups
were significantly wnderrepresented, Specifically for onr community, aithough the
population increascd from around 9.4 percent to 112 percent during this period, our
representalion for boards and commission went from 3.1 percent to 3.2 percenl — a
disappointing scere card.

Unified Front in Support of all leglslative Commisstons

The LPRAC have collaborated throughout the years wilh the other key commissions of
the tegislature; Commission on Children, Permanent Commission on the Status of
Women and the African-American Affairs Commission on various projecls. We
represented the Lalino community on the Commission on Children’s Early Childhood
Parinership as (hey drafted language to obtain funding for early childhood education. We
worked in partnership with {he Permancnt Comniission on the Statns Women and the
African-American Affaits Commission on the RefleCTing Connecticut/Reflejando a
ConneCTicut initiative whose focus was to ensure diverse appoiniments on the stale’s
boards and commissions by legislative leaders and the Governor. We all participated on
the Women'’s Health Cempaign Commitlee, in the annual Making Women Visible
program and a collaborative on the uniform presentation of the falent bank information to
the logislative leaders, The LPRAC, for the record, testified in support of the creation of
the Asian American Affairs Commission and remains suppomve of their efforts to be
part of the legistative branch of Government.

Closing statement

The LPRAC looks forward to working in parinership with the Govemor and the CGA to
address and solve the problems affecting the Latino community. As the legislative
mandate that created the LPRAC states, we have been and confinue to be ready to work
with the Governor and the legislature; all that we ask is to be inviled to the table as a
pariner, active conlributor and lhe only voice that speaks on belmif of all Latinos in the
- 8ate of Connecticut.
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Bebruary 10, 2009

Senator Tonl Harp, Co-Chair
Rep. Juan Candelnria, Co-Chair
Appropriations Commitles
Legislalive Office Building
300 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Senator Harp and Representative Candelaria:

Fam writing this letter in support of the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs
Comumisslon (LPRAC) in response to Governor M. Jodi Rell*s proposal to
eliminate this important statewide commission. In 1994, the CT State Leglslature
created LPRAC in order to reach out to, effectively reprosent and speak ont for
the Latino poputation that represents Connectiout’s largest minority group.

Since 1995, the LPRAC has played a pivotal role in recommending legislation
that has fater been adapted into law, such as the creation of Individual
Davelopment Account (IDA} Programs and the rostoratfon of voling rights.
LPRAC also continues generating key dnta on lssues ranging from HTV/AIDS,
lead poisoning and asthina, and publishes the only comprehensive socio-
cconomic shudy on the status of Latinos in Connecticut,

Furthermoro, the LPRAC leverages its partnerships with lawmakers, federal and
municipal elected officials, and national civil rights leaders to affect change on
issues such as workplace discrimination, redistricting, human trafficking and
immigration reform, They have ndvised and provided information to the
Governor and the General Assembly on tho state's policics concetning the Latino
and Puerto Rican community. LPRAC has also provided guidance to the
Governor and the General Assembly concerning the coordination and
adminisiration of state programs serving the Lalino and Puerto Rican population,

In July 2008, LPRAC hosted a state-wide housing summit that drow
representatives from the State Banking Commission, the Connceticut Housing
Finance Authority, State Legislators, members of the Commission’s Board in
collaboration with SINA, and privato foundations. This was an linportant
opportunty to provide erltical information to community based organizations and
governuent agencies about how the foreclosure orlsis has dlsproporiionately
affected Latinos in Connectlont and the resources available 1o assist homeowners.

Althongh LPRAC lias mado significant strides in its efforis, more work stifl
needs to be dons to help Latinos close the gaps that exist in oblaining high
quality health care, better educational opportunitios, access to affordable liousing,
and secoring living wage jobs.

03 Main Avenue, Novwalk, CT 06851-1543
Ted: 203.750.0200 Fux: 208.750).3232
Email: info@icefunndntinnorg www:feelonndation.org



We urge that Governor Rell and the Connecticut Legislature reconsidor their
desision to ellminale the Latino and Pucrto Rican Affalrs Commission which is a
crltical resonree and serves a vital purpose as one of the istruments the
legisiature and the Governor can seek ont whenover it needs information on one
of its large and growing constitucncies in Conneaticut. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincero

itda Caldera-Durant, M.S.
am Direotor
s¢onomlc Opporiunity & Henlth and Humnan Services

Ce: Representative Minnie Gonzalez



To the Members of the Appropriations Committee:

Distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee my name is Bonnie Lebron and
I am here this evening fo speak on behalf of the Latino & Puerto Rican Affairs
Commission better known as LPRAC. 1 am a Latino Social Worker and a member of a
bilingual, public speaking club known as LPRAC Toastmaster. This club has been under
the auspices of the agency for the almost 10 years and promotes the change and
empowerment of its member though the improvement of communication and leaderships
skills. It is the only Spanish and English public speaking club in Connecticut,

The Latino & Puerto Rican Affairs Commission was established 14 years ago by some of
your fellow members/legislators and since then it has greatly impacted the creation of
legislation toward the betterment of Lalinos in Connecticut. These legislations have been
in the areas of education, health, immigrant’s issues and youth to name a few. By
providing advocacy, advice, collaborating with other agencies and rescarch LPRAC has
been able to positively influence the creation and continuation of programming to
enhance the lives of Latinos in the state. ‘

As a member of Toastmasters and Latina, I would not be here this evening il LPRAC has
not agreed to support an organization that believes that peoples’ lives can be enhanced by
giving them the tools for leadership and by being able fo voice their concerns in public.

I am sure that you as legislators know the importance of that,

Latinos/Hispanic are the fastest growing population in United States, That is a well-
known fact. We are also the group with the lowest level of education in Connecticut.
LPRAC has been an instrumcent ensuring that Latinos reach a higher level of education.
Let’s make sure that that keeps happening, I know that we are experiencing tough,
economic times and that some things have fo give. People are loosing their jobs; their
homes and they are already making a lot of sacrifices. Please do not allow the
elimination of an agency like LPRAC, when it is needed the most, Please do not silence
a huge population that is in dire need of services at this moment,

Thanks!



Testimony On Behalf Of The
Connecticnt Regional Office of the
Anti-Defamation League

IN OPPOSITION TO
PORTIONS OF IIB 6365

AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE
30, 2011, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR

Iebruary 11, 2009

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) was founded in 1913 with a mandate to fight the
defamation of the Jewish people and secure justice and fair treatment for all. Today the ADL is
one of the country’s leading civil rights and human services organizations. The Connecticut
Regional Office of ADL is based in Hamden and serves the entire state of Connecticut.

We submit this testimony today to express our opposition to the portions of HB 6365 that would
eliminate the African-American Affairs Commission, Commission on Latino and Puerto Rican
Affairs, Permanent Commission on the Status of Women, and Asian Pacific American Affairs
Commission, and in suppott of the maintenance of those Commissions as separate entities in
Connecticut’s state government,

The Commissions ave an invaluable resource to the community and provide an important voice
representing the interests of African-Americans, Lalinos, women, and Asian Pacific Americans
in the state. Their role monitoring legislation, helping to develop significant policy and
initiatives and holding governmen! accountable is vital to serving the needs of their respective
communities. Their existence as separate entities dedicated to this objective is of particular
importance, since many of their constituents may not be in a position to retain private lobbyists
or others to speak on their behalf, and they may otherwise have no presence or parficipation in
the state’s lawmaking process.

In ADL’s efforis to fight hate, build hope and safaguard liberty, we work with the Commissions
on a regular basis, The Commissions are key partners for ADL in our work monitoring and
advocaling on behalf of legislation relating to hate crimes, immigration, and discrimination, as
well as in the implementation of our anti-bias and diversily educalional programming. Parlners
like the Commissions are essential to ADL’s pursit of justice and fair treatment for all in
Connecticut, and to the well-being of African-American, Latino, female, Asian Pacific American
and other individuals throughout the state.

We urge you to reject the portions of HB 6365 that eliminate the African-American A ffairs
Commission, Commission on Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs, Permanent Commission on the
Status of Women, and Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission and to maintain their
important presence as separate entities in Connecticut’s state government.



NEGRON Consulting

February 10, 2009
Dear Appropriations Committee Member:

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs Commission ("LPRAC"} has been a vital part of the
Hispanic communlty and Connecticut for the past 14 years. It was the Legislature, in
keeplng with current trends of addressing the issues of a growing community, who had the
foresight to establish this Commlssion [n the first place. It Is critically Important the
Leglislature continue to recognize how vital it is for this agency to continue serving the
needs of the Hispanic population In Connecticut. As a management consultant, I have
worked with LPRAC and lts leadership on research profects concerning Hispanlcs In
Connecticut and have always found them to be very helpful, Insightful, and professional.

The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission has been the volce of the Hispanic
communlty in many areas Including health, education, Immigrant Issues and youth to just
name a few, They have been instrumental in working with many partners in the community
such as the Depatrtment of Education, the Department of Social Services, Department of
Publlc Health and Administrative Services to ensure that the programming avallable within
those organizations Is readlly made avallable to the Hispanic community statewide,

The Hispanic comimunity has been hurting for many more years than the current harsh
economic times. It would be so detrlimental to eliminate an Important organization that
brings those major concerns to the table of those with the power and influence to be able to
make the situation equitable for those under-served In the areas of employment, housing,
health and educatlon.

I encourage and request that the Appropriations Committee and, through it, the Legislature,
recognize the value of LPRAC and ensure that it remains a part of the State budget, 1 am
confident that LPRAC and Its leadership can agree to cooperate and implement any and ail
measures required to respond to the current difficult economic environment and do its
equitable part. However, to eliminate the LPRAC is simply an extreme measure without
merlt, forewarning or thoughtful transition plan and would be more harmful than beneficlal.
LPRAC s a volce for the fastest growing segment of the State's popuiation and It Is
Important that the group be heard and acknowledged - in other words, be ably represented
by its State Representatives at this time. I know firsthand that many of you have spoken
publicly on the need for Increased cultural competencies at State agencies, and for the need
for addltional representatlon on State commissions and committees. This Is your
oppottunity to “walk the talk”, and as the LPRAC Chair Indicated in his letter of February 9,
2009 to Governor Rell, there is a clear need to take “a mote surgical and strateglc approach
to balancing the budget”, The current posltion Is fnsensitive and not strategic.

I can be reached at 203.458.1842 should you have any questfons and stand ready to
provide testimony if It would help their cause.

Respectfully,

Michael J. Negrén . .

Michael ). Negrén, Managlng Director

(Note: Consultant to the Connecticut Latino Leadership Council)

49 Hawthorn Road, Gullford, CT 06437 | 203,458.1842 | minegron@comcast. het
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Testimony before the Appropriations Committee
Governor’s Budget Proposal — Elimination of the Commissions
Submitted by Maggie Adaiv, Policy Director
Connecticut Association for Human Services
February 11, 2009

Gaod evening, Scnator Harp, Representative Geragosian, and members of the Appropriations Committee. I am
Mapgic Adair, Policy Director of the Connecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS). CAHS is a statewide
nonprofit organization that works to end poverty and to engage, equip, and empower all families in Connecticut to
build a secure future.

Faced with a precipitous drop in state revemme and a budget deficit in the billions, policymakers must now make
difficult decisions. CAHS believes that Governor Rell and our state legislators should take the long view on budget
priorities, preserving the integrity of programs and policies that support children, families, and the well-being of the
stale,

I am testifying in opposition to the Goveérnor’s proposal to eliminate commissions that advocate for people who are
often the most vulnerable in our society. The commissions I am referring to are: Permanent Commission on the
Status of Woinen, the Commission on Children, the African-American Affairs Commission, the Commission on
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs, and the Commission on Aging, The Commissions serve an important purpose in
providing a voice for these constitnencies and promoting public policy that improves the lives of women, children,
elderly, and minority populations.

In the current unprecedented economic downtumn, the demand for public service escalates as more and more
individvals lose financjal ground and struggle to make ends meet. Middle-class people are being laid off at an
asfonishing pace and find themselves secking support they have never sought before. Low-wage earers are losing
their jobs and do not have any financial cushion fo sofien the financial blow. We know that the demand for food
stamps, now know as SNAP, has significantly increased in Conneclicut because more and more families cannot
afford to put food on the table. HUSKYY enrollment is rising as well,

Connecticut’s poverty rate will increase as the recession grows deeper and deeper, As more and more people are hit
by the economic tsunami, the Governor's budget cuts vitals services to our most vulnerable citizens. Now more
than ever, we need voices to highlight the short-sightedness of cutting services when the demand is greater than
ever. The Commissions provide that unique voice for each of their constituents.

Our work at CAHS focuses on family economic security. We promote policies that support families as they move
along an economic continwum, from meeting basic needs, to financial education, building assets, obtaining an
education and landing a good-paying job. Because of this focus, CAHS is most familiar with the work of the
Commission on Children and the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women., CAHS is highly impressed with
the depth and breadth of their work and the results they achieve on behalf of women and children.

I am aware that the Commission on Children will technically be heard by this Commitiee nexi week. However, it
seems to make sense for CAIS to speak on behalf of the Commissions in one piece of testimony.



The Commission on Children is a diligent advocate for children and families. The Commission: devetops smart,
resulis-driven policy; brings in federal and philantiropic dollars to the state; conducls research on children’s needs;
and empower parenis to become community leaders, ¥t has played a role in key policies over the years in the areas
of early childhood education, adoption reform, prevention, child poverty, and health.

Elaing Zimmerman, the Commission’s Exccutive Director, has provided an effective and needed voice at the Early
Childhood Cabinet and the Child Poverty and Prevention Council, We cannot lose the passion, expertise, and
results that the Commission on Children provides to the state of Connecticut.

Likewise, the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women is the leading voices on issues of equity and
apportunity for women. PCSW is the only state entity that evaluates laws and policies for their impact on women
and their families. Women need a strong advocate as they are paid less than men, suffer from sexual harassment and
discrimination, receive less health care than men, continue to serve as the core caregiver of the family, and still
cannot break the glass ceiling.

PCSW has been responsible for passage of landmark legistation, including protecting pregnant workers, defining
and prohibiting sexual hamassment, creating the first family and medical leave protections in the country, and
requiring a 48-hour hospital stay for normal childbirth,

I have remarked specifically on the Commission on Children and the Permanent Commission on the Status of
Women because we have worked most closely with them. However, CAHS is just as concerned that we support
advocacy voices of the other commissions. In these difficult times, we cannot suppress voices for our most
vulnerable people.

A balanced budge! that disproportionately hits the most vulnerable members of our sociely who have the least
opportunily to present their interests before state government is not a budget that the people of Connecticut can be
proud of, We are counting on the Appropriations Committee to work with the Finance, Reveme, and Bonding
Commoittee and members of the House and Senate leadership to craft a budge! that reflects equity as well as fiscal
responsibility,



