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D Aguita & Brooks, LLC
347 Main Street, Saite 103
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Tetephone: (86U 703-0296
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March 13, 2008

Senator Gavie Slossberg

H
(via enmrail: slossbore@semtedems.cluoy }

Representaiive fames Spallone
{vig email; jamesspaiionediepelgoy

Rer  Office of Ombudsman for Property Rights
Dear Senawr Slossherg and Representative Spalione:

Fawrite Ly vou as o lawyer in privaie practice in Comnecticul whose practice i3
concentrated in municipal law, [ write in opposition to the current eftort w climanate the Otfice
al Ombudsman for Property Riglis.

The process ol Eminent Domain is complicated and controversial. The State Depariment
ol Transportation exercises envinent domain power frequently in conaection with road projects.
Connecticut municipalities exercise the power of eminent domain Jess frequently but usdally in
connection with very important public works projeets. The property owners who face the
praspect of eminent domain are usually non-conversant witl the process and then rights.

When she Office ol the Ombuwdsman for Propenty Rights was established in 2006, el it
was a sound rove for the State of Connecticut. In this post-Kedo world, it is impoartant to have o
muechanism Jor mediation within the eminent domain pracess. | have attended sentinars and have
redd articles prepared by e Omibudsiran in wiich he explained the process ind the role of hus
offtce. | have had opportunity (o discuss with him the services his office can provide and believe
the rale of the Ombudsman is essential 1w ke lar administration ol eminent domain proceedings
1 Conneetieut.

1 support the continued existence of the Office of Ombudsmay For Praperty Rights and
hope you will assist in werminating efforts to eliminate this oftice.

Very truly yours.
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