March 16, 2009
Testimony of: Emma Jones, ESQ

Good Moming, Honorable Committee Members of the Government Administration and Elections

Committee

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard on the issue of the Governor’s proposal to eliminate the
Children’s Trust Fund.

My name is Emma Jones. I work for the Honorable John A. Keyes. [ am the Executive Director of
the Probate Cowrt Service Center located in Hamden, CT. I am responsible for the Probate Court
Kinship and Respite Programs that awards grants to support children living with court appointed

grandparents and relative legal guardians.

I appear before you today in support of the Children’s Trust Fund and in opposition to Bill No. 839
an Act Concerning Merger and Consolidation of various state agencies and the Governor’s

Proposal to Eliminate the Children’s Trust Fund.

In the year 2000 about 65,000 children were living with grandparents, relatives and court appointed
legal guardians in Connecticut. These numbers have continued fo increase. I’ve had the
opportunity to work with the guardians and in collaboration with the Children’s Trust Fund for
more than ten years, These families have developed an outstanding and trusted relationship

with the Children’s trust Fund.

These guardians elected to forgo foster care support which grants over $1,200.00 per month per

child depending on needs) and they receive a once a year onetime $250.00 per child grant through
the Probate Court Kinship (Children’s Trust Fund) Program.

These guardians and grandparents do this in order to avoid as much as possible DCF involvement.
They value their relationship with the Children’s Trust Fund and the agency’s personable,

family oriented approach,



The Children’s Trust Fund’s Kinship Program is the most cost efficient and effective child

supported program in the state. It has a proven track record of being tremendously

successful.

Over ten years ago, I piloted the first Kinship program in this state with a small $25,000.00
grant administered through the New Haven Probate Court. The program expanded about five
years ago to include the Regional Probate Court for Children’s Matters. We have touched the lives
of thousands of children by
s+ Paying for application fees for colleges and universities. (Notation: we had one
grandmother send 4 children to college at the same time last year)
%+ Purchasing baseball, football and other sport uniforms.
<+ Helping to buy wheel chairs, eyeglasses, hearing aids, other supportive devices and
computers.

*,

% Paying for music, dance, and karate classes.

We also helped pay for many other developmental, enrichment, and other healthy child
oriented activities that relative guardians and grandparents could not afford on their social

securify or transferred income.

The Kinship fund has been so successful it is now reaching families all across the state. It would
be a terrible mistake to eliminate the Children’s Trust Fund and transfer its programs into

DCF because of all the reasons I have cited herein. Further and most critically for the following 3

(three) reasons:

1. The Children’s Trust Fund is doing a great job; the people who are receiving their
services like them and have a positive, supportive and nurturing relationship with
them. The agency has proven that it gives the best value for your dollar.

2. “Bigger Is Not Better” The perception is that DCF is too big and impersonal; it is a
huge bureaucracy!

3. Transferring a small program into a huge bureaucratic organization most likely will
generate substantial hidden cost while losing other core family values. (The Trust

Fund staff is already trained to work with the Kinship Program, as well as other



programs across the state. DCF would have to hire axd/ or train staff to facilitate this
role.

Some of these families would fall through the erack because of fear and the perception
that DCF has a reputation for being punitive. This may or may not be true, but the
perception is widespread among grandparents and other caretakers. There would be a
cost associated with the transfer of programs to DCF invelving training and possibly

rehiring staff to do what the Trust Fund is already doing so well

There is also a systemic question surrounding DCF at this time; as I understood it, the future of the
Agency is uncertain given the recent scrutiny by its own leadership and state lawmakers. So it
seems to me that while DCF is going thru this period of uncertainty and transition it hardly makes
sense to take an already well known respectful and successful organization and collapse it into one

that is being redefined.

In summation I recommend that as you ponder this issue, please consider the impact of your
decision on some of our most vulnerable citizens i.e. relatives, caregivers, grandparents who are
taking care of children while their parents are struggling with substance abuse, mental illness,
incarceration, economic hardship and other challenges. I respectfully request that as you deliberate
to also keep in mind that the Children’s Trust Fund is the one organization in this state that is doing

a good job stabilizing and helping families and children to stay together and grow.

Thank you!

Please note I have attached hereto a copy of an open letter to the Governor, OPM Secretary and

Lawmakers.



RELATIVES, CAREGIVERS, AND GRANDPARENTS PILOT PROJECT PROGRAM AND
CONCERNED CITIZENS

Respond to Mary Williams 98 Shelton Avenue Apt # 2 New Haven, Connecticut 06511 (203) 507-1312

February 13, 2009

To: Chairs of the Select Committee on Children,
The Governor of the State of Connecticut, Honorable Anthony J. Musto, State Senator
Honorable Governor Jodi Rell Honorable Diana S. Urban, State Rep. and;

OPM Secretary, Members of the Select Commitiee on Children

Robert L.Genuario Chairs of the Committee on Human Services
Chairs of the Appropriations Commitice, Honorable Paul R. Doyle, State Senator
Honorable Toni Nathanie! Harp, State Senator Honorable Toni E. Walker, State Rep and;
Honorable John C. Geragosian, State Rep. and; Members of the Committee on Human Services

Members of the Appropriations Committee

This open letter signals our support for the Children's Trust Fund and its staff.

The Children's Trust Fund is an invaluable resource for relatives, caregivers and grandparents, while the
parents of these children are struggling with substance abuse, mental illness, incarceration, economic
hardship, divorce, and other challenges. But for the support and help of the Children's Trust Fund many of
these families would not be able to function as well as they are today. The Children's Trust Fund has been
helping families to stay out of the child welfare and other systems while ensuring positive growth and
development, We respectfully request your help and consideration in sustaining the Children's Trust Fund

and its staff in the interest of our most vulnerable citizens, relatives, grandparents and children.

Signed by the following, caregivers, grandparents, and concerned citizens:
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Beverly B. Herbert
54 Benham Rd.
Groton, Ct.

I would like to thank the Judiciary Committee for allowing me to speak on behalf of the
New Haven probate court. As [ stated in my testimony, during my years working with
incarcerated parents I had the opportunity to interact with grandparents, other relatives, as
well as judges, social workers that were working diligently to find safe loving homes for
children. The New Haven probate court did it well. Over the years [ had heard so much
about judge Keyes junior and senior, so many caretakers of children expressed gratitude
for their assistance. Hearing so much about the excellent service I finally got the
opportunity to meet Judge Keyes at a kinship fund dinner. Found out that he was a mere
mortal. | was so impressed with the people who came 1o the dinner, the lawyers, judges,
caretakers, and volunteers, that I wrote a letter to the New London Day. I will include the
letter.

Ms. Jones, along with the rest of the staff has done an excellent job in finding caring
guardians for children. She and her workers, volunteers know the community, which is
invaluable when doing this kind of work. [ do not think that the work that they do could
be done by an organization like DCF, [ do not think it could be done on the same budget.

The kinship program is a very special program that should be kept on the local level with
people who live in the community. They certainly have the best interest of the children
because they are relatives, friends and neighbors. Not only should their budgets not be
cut but it should be increased. 1 think this program should be duplicated in every state in
the country. I think this is the kind of program that President Obama had in mind when
he talked about people working together in their communities to improve the lives of
children. This program exemplifies that spirit. Children need to know that they are
valued and wanted and need to stay in their own communities whenever possible. There
is no greater work than caring for our most vulnerable citizens who will be our future
leaders if we care for them properly. Ithink it would be a grave mistake takes this
service from the local community. 1 hope that you consider the children as well as the
cost when you are making your decision.

Thank you very much.
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Februowy 18, 2009

The Governor of Hhe State of Connecticnt; Honorable Governor Jodi, Rell OPM
Secrefory, Robert L. Genuorio Chairy of the Appropriotions Commitite,
Honovable Toni Nathaniel Hoarp, Stote Senator Honerable Joha C. Gevagosion,
Stote Rep: and; Members of he Appropriationy Commitiee

Chadiry of the Seleck Comumittee on Children, Honarable Anthony J. Musto; Stote
Senatfor Honorable Diana S. Urban, State Rep: and; Membersy of the Select
Committee on Children Chaivs of the Commitiee on Human Services Honorable
Paul R, Doyle, State Senafor Honorable Toni E. Walker, Stote Rep and;
Members of Hre Commidtee on Human Services

Thiy letter iy v regardy fo- Honovable Jodis Rel praposel fo- give The Childrenty
Trust Fund to- DCF. 'mv o grandporent raising one of my grondehildyenc |
receiveds evstody wien DCF and Polict brovght her 1o me. | was (ne the midst of
moving owk of vnde of the e after vaising my two sons | vlopped my Life fo-
toke core of my grondepidd, thiy decision | will never regret: DCF gove mee
nothing fo- provide for thiy ehhild: 'we very wpsef with DCF becawse they covdd
ot Least- given we o bow of poapery for iy ehild and | woulds have been glad:
for that: 1 feel that o would: have covt DCF a- Lot move thaine a- bow of pawmpery o
place my grandehild in Hheir systeme DCF dide nothing for me ande | fruly
believe Hat Lf The Childrenly Fund ly placed in thely handy not one dime will
go-to- the relatives, caregivers, ond grandporents: £y sods when we find ourselvey
after vadsing owyr owwn childrtng must furn avound: ande radse owf gramds omde
greod grands or other farily membery children and now DCF wandty to-take owr
programy eway. This iy unacceptable

| ande wmy grandciild howt rectived: awesovae support frovw the Probate Covrt in
Hmes when | dldwf have anyone ebse foturn for If U waswit for the love ands
support frovatihe Probate Cowrt who knowy if | would hoxe beesv able o
covdinne fo- cort for my grondchild: Each time ! found myself gefting stressed.
out, worrying about how | was going fo- have enovgh money for my grondehild
o windtr conts oty or ever tor allow her to- participode Ln any exdror actividiey
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Hhot she enjoys, deing the Probofe Court came fo- my rescunes These funds need
to-and shovdd be Lefl with the Probote Court becanse they are doing o hell of o
job for me, my grandehild and all other ptrsons raising someons elily child.

T ending Hhis Lefter | would add that e Honerable Governor Jodi Rell needs
for sif down and. falk. with wy caregiversy who are raising our childven. Once she
heary our sories concerning DCF [ have foithv that st will tndeed Hurow- ot
Hhiis proposal and support-the Probate Covrt:

7 Maglan White, A Grandpartnt Reising Her Grandelidld



