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My name is Kristen Clark, a Commissioner of the State of Connecticut African American Affairs

Commission.

I'am here on behalf of more than 328,000 African- Americans to testify on Governor's Bill No.

6375 - An Act Concerning Review and Termination of Certain Boards and Commissions.

Our state and our nation are experiencing an unprecedented economic downturn. I would
however respectfully caution this and other governmental bodies to refrain from destroying

safeguards to access and the democratic process in your attempts to balance the State Budget.

State Boards and Commissions serve a vital and unduplicated role in government. They are the
mechanism by which legislators and ultimately the Governor become informed about a wide
variety of complex issues. Many boards and commissions help establish standards and
guidelines to ensure equity for state residents; particularly poor, elderly, and underserved

populations.




In the words of Frederick Douglass:  Where justice is denied, where poverty is

enforced, where ignorance prevails, and where any one class is made to feel that
society is in an organized conspiracy to oppress, rob, and degrade them, neither
persons nor property will be safe.

African-Americans represent approximately 9.4 percent of the State’s population. We are a
proud and industrious community, yet African Americans are at the top of the list of the least
desirable socio-economic indices. The health status of the African American community is

worse than any other racial or ethnic minority in the state.

In 2006, the African American infant mortality rate of 12.9 per 1,000 live births was more than
300% higher than infant mortality of whites statewide.' In Connecticut African Americans
despite being 9.4 percent of the population are 30.2 % of the dialysis population.” And are at
higher risk for the chronic diseases of diabetes, stroke, cancer, cardiovascular disease. Health
disparities in this community persist. Nearly 45% of all newly infected people with HIV are
African American.’

To that end the African-American Affairs Commission works with many organizations to
positively impact these challenges. The AAAC initiated a Memorandum of Understanding with
the State Department of Public Health that marked the first of its kind to formalize
communication between the two agencies for the purpose of improving health outcomes in the
African American community. As a result of that alliance, the AAAC plays a vital role in
establishing protocols for outreach and standards for culturally competent service delivery to
communities of color. Most recently the AAAC serves on the Commission on Health Equity

(CHE) to help eradicate health disparities for all residents of the State.

The newly instituted Results Based Accountability system will help us to better report

quantifiable change.
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The African-American Affairs Commission does not duplicate services. We provide a vital
contribution and combination of expertise, information and community input. The AAAC is
the State’s sole touchstone for the African-American community and those seeking knowledge

about Connecticut African-Americans.

Today I ask you to consider the well-being and rights of Connecticut’s most marginalized
citizens. This must be our collective mandate. Within even the least among us, the greatest -

untapped potential can be found.

Perhaps Marion Wright- Edelman - Founder of the Children’s Defense Fund said it best, “If we
think we have ours and don't owe any time or money or effort to help those left behind, then we
are a part of the problem rather than the solution to the fraying social fabric that threatens all

Americans.

- So again 1 ask that you not let it be said, that you, the members of the Connecticut State
Legislature, or our State’s Governor, denied justice, enforced poverty and let ignorance prevail,

or that any organized to oppress, rob, and or degrade our state’s most vulnerable residents,



