Testimony of Frank DaCato, Training Coordinator

United Association of Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 777

Joint Apprenticeship Training Committee

Senator Daily, Representative Staples, menrbers of the Finance, Revenue and
Bonding Committee. My name is Frank DaCato, I am the training Coordinator for
Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 777 and I am also a member of the State
Apprenticeship Couneil. I would first like to thank you for taking the fime to listen
to me today. I have been invelved with apprenticeship in one from or another for 30
years. 1 started out as a registered plumber’s apprentice. I was an instructor from
1984 through 1998. Since that time I have been Local 777°s apprenticeship
coordinator. I am here teday to speak to you in opposition to Governor’s Biil 837.

As you may be aware in 2004 the Department of Labor’s staff was cut from
14 people to 1 person. At that time a registration fe¢ of $55 per apprentice was
instituted to help with rehiving staff and with defraying some of the cost of running
the program. Although this caused a financial burden to our program (local 777 and
it members in 2008 have paid over $9,000 in registration fees) we were happy to help
with our fair share. Now section 232 of this bill propeses to double the fees. This
would cause a great hardship on our organization. The bilk also proposes to send
this money into the General Fund where it would be Jost to other programs and not
to be used for its eriginal intent. Again this would cause a cut in staff funding which
would make it more difficult to register apprentices. This would mean less income
from registrations and more importantly less of an opportunity for the apprentice to
complete their program since, especially in the licensed trades, an apprentice must
meet minimum reguired on the job registered hours before being allowed to sit for
the test. I do not want to take too much of your time so I will close by again asking
vou to reject Bill §37. If you have any questions I would be happy to try and answer
them. You may alse contact me by phone at 203-294-4118 or e~-mail at
fdacato@local?77.com. I will help in anyway I can.
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