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2009 Legislative Committee

Written Testimony
Monday, February 9, 2009
Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee

Senate Bill 808 An Act Concerning the Increasing of Fees and Fines.

We would like to start by thanking the commiltee for raising this legislation. This is a most
critical time for our towns and cities in Connecticut.,

The Town Clerks Association would like to request an amendment to this bill for certain Town
Clerk municipal fees that are smaller in nature but provide for a larger percentage of change than
called for in the original bill. In most cases, these fees have not been increased for decades.

The period of time since the last time these fees were increased, as well as what the market place
can bear, forms the basis of these increases. Please keep in mind that the cost to administer these
programs on the municipal level has increased significantly over this period of time and as you
can see these are modest increases when compared to the cost of living. When we look at the
time it takes to administer these programs verses the amount of money collected that stays on the
town side, we can see that even with these increases the towns will be operating at a loss.

For example, Glastonbury collected only approximately $8,640 as the town’s portion in fiscal
year 2007/2008 for all of the fees we have listed in our proposed legislation. If the new fee
schedule had been in place during that time, we would have collected approximately $18,100.
This amount still does not even come close to covering the cost of even one of the three fulltime
salaries besides me in my office which are required to meet the demands of the office as a result
of these programs.

While this is not a perfect solution, we believe it is all the market can bear at this time and will
aid the cities and towns at this critical time. We urge you to consider our amendment and thank
you for this opportunity to testify.

Respectfully submitted,

Joyce P. Mascena, Glastonbury Town Clerk
Chair, CTCA Legislative Committee
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