Frances M. Rabinowltz, Superintendent of Schools
Hamiet M. Hernandez, Assistant Superintendent

Hamden Public Schcdrs

March 2, 2009
Dear Members of the State Legislative Committee on Finance, Revenue and Bonding:

On behalf of the Hamden Board of Education and School Administration, we write in
support of Raised Bill Number 6556. As further explained below, we especially favor
Section 2 of the Raised Bill. That section would amend Connecticut General Statutes
§ 10-264i(c) concerning the per pupil reimbursement rate for students attending inter-
district magnet schools.

Wintergreen Magnet School is one such school. Located in Hamden, Wintergreen has
existed since 1998 as a highly successful partnering among the districts of Hamden,
New Haven, Walingford and Woodbridge. There are currently 600 students at
Wintergreen, spanning the first through eight grade. The school is run by the Area Co-
operative Educational Services ("ACES”) and each participating district pays ACES tuition
in the amount of $11,017 per student. That tuition supports not only an exceptional
staff, but also a wide-range of programs (including elementary level Spanish
instruction), that provide an exceptional environment for the diverse student body.

Hamden currently sends 410 students to Wintergreen -- or approximately 68% of the
population. Indeed, since the school’s creation ten years ago, Hamden has always
provided at least 55% of the student population. Hamden was able to maintain that
consistent level of support because the State provided each partner district (including
Hamden) with an equivalent level of state tuition reimbursement - the same as all
magnet schools in Connecticut.

In 2005, however, the State law inexplicably changed. Partner districts providing more
than 55% of the students enrolled in specific inter-district magnets now receive a
significantly reduced State reimbursement of only $3,000 per student.  Thus, while
other partners at Wintergreen Magnet School (such as New Haven) are projected to
receive $7,440 per student for the 2009-2010 school year, Hamden is projected to
receive a flat reimbursement of $3,000, with no increase. :

This inequitable level of tuition reimbursement is not only unfair, it is irrational. State
laws creating and affecting magnet schools were designed to encourage towns --
especially ring suburbs like Hamden-- to participate in magnets, thereby creating diverse
learning environments and satisfying the mandates of Sheff v. OWNeffl. The current law,
however, does the opposite and punishes a town like Hamden for providing more
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students and support to inter-district magnets like Wintergreen. This perverse incentive
makes it less likely that towns such as Hamden can support magnet schools.

Regrettably, that is exactly what is happening. Given the economic situation in
Connecticut and specifically in Hamden, we are no longer able to sustain the tuition
costs for our 410 students attending Wintergreen. The cost of our tuition is projected to
be $3,179,442.63 for the 2010 school year. Without an equalization in State aid -- to
the same level that every other participating town receives -- Hamden will likely be
forced to withdraw from the school -- effectively ending its existence as a magnet,

Thankfully, the proposed amendments eliminate the so-called 55% rule. We therefore
urge the Legislature to adopt the Raised Bill as presented.

If, however, the 55% rule is not eliminated, Hamden may be forced to take back
Wintergreen and either close it or change it to a Hamden-only public school. Please
know that the Hamden Board of Education does not support such action, but impending
budget cuts may make this inevitable with State heip. If this occurs, Raised Bill Number
6566 offers additional, needed relief. Specifically, Section 1 amends Conn. Gen. Stat.
§ 10-264h(c) by forgiving certain obligations to pay back the State for a pro rafa share
of renovation costs should a facility cease to be used as a magnet school. (This would
amount to approximately $5,000,000 dollars for the Wintergreen facility.)

Of course, as noted, we hope in the first instance that the Legislature will lift the 55%
rule, so that Hamden can continue to support Wintergreen. But failing that, we urge
you to pass the proposed amendment in Section 1 of the Raised Bill, so that we can
mitigate the expenses related to the closing of Wintergreen or its transition from an
inter-district magnet to a Hamden Public school.

Thank you for your continued support for public education in Connecticut and your
consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,

Fran Rabinowitz Michael C. D Agostino
Fran Rabinowitz Michael C. D'Agostino
Superintendent of Schools Board Chair

60 Putham Avenue « Hamden, CT 06517 » 203-407-2000 « fax 203-407-2001 » www,hamden.org



