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Testimony in opposition of bill H.B. 6530

My name is Jeff Carolus and my wife is Gayle Carolus. We reside in the town of East
Windsor, Connecticut with our 4 daughters. For the past 23 years we have been supplying
the dairy farms in southern New England, and mainly Connecticut, with nutritional
products and services. Bill 6530 just increases the burden of doing business in
Connecticut which will ultimately drive out farms and lower net tax revenues. For every
farm that is in the state there are many families that make a living from them. Feed
comparies, equipment dealers, veterinarian supplies and services, etc. All agriculture is
struggling with higher costs and dairy farms are now operating in the negative with the
present price being paid for milk.

Quote from Boston News on February 1* 2009 “According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, the price per hundred pounds of milk dropped to $10.72 for February, down
$5.02 from January, and $8.96 from a year ago.” On a per gallon basis, the price paid a
year ago was almost $2 per gallon and by spring the prediction is that milk will drop to
$1 per gallon. It costs the average dairy farm over $1.60 per gallon to produce milk. Last
year, all industries experienced a sharp increase in operating costs but agriculture felt the
full brunt of this due to fuel fertilizer, and grain costs skyrocketing. These increases
wiped out the higher pay price and dairies were still operating with very slim margins.
Proof is that my receivables have continued to increase over the last year. The state of
Connecticut is now in a very severe budget crises but pushing the burden off to farms will
only drive out the few farms left and increase food costs for all residents. My wife and I
are traveling further away out of the state just to make a living. If we lose any more farms
in Connecticut then we will have to seriously consider leaving.

100 years ago there was no sales tax and no income tax and this country was the most
prosperous in the world. The answer to today’s budget problem is that government has to
be severely cut just like all businesses are doing to survive.

Farms in Connecticut have alternatives to their land use and putting additional burden on
them will only drive them out! Once a farm is developed it is gone forever. Farms already
pay much more in tax revenues than they receive in services unlike residential which
utilize more services than they pay for. It is a smart tax strategy for the state to keep the
few farms left operational by not passing this bill.

Thank You



