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Testimony regarding _
SB 1131: AN ACT CONCERNING RENEWABLE ENERGY AND WEATHERIZATION,

Since 2003, Clean Water Action staff have promoted clean energy and energy efficiency at the town
and individual level through the 20% by 2010 campaign. We are currently organizing free forums
across the state to educate residents about how to make their homes more energy efficient and what
Connecticut programs are available to help. We also worked with the Town of West Hartford ona

comprehensive municipal clean energy plan which was approved by the council last week.

We see tremendous potential to rebuild Connecticut communities as models for green building,
clean energy and energy efficiency. We suggest setting clear goals for a pilot program to achieve
the targets of the public-private National Action Plan on Energy Efficiency

(hulp:/Awww.epa.povicleanenergy/energy-programs/napes/index. him[} which calls for implementation of all

cost-effective efficiency measures by 2025. Local clean energy task forces, town governments,
faith groups, low-income organizations, associations for senior citizens and others are ready to help.

The missing links are financing, training, goals and coordination.

For these reasons, we are excited by the potential offered in SB 1131 regarding a municipal clean
energy pilot program.  As a group which has for years worked directly in communities with
volunteers and officials, we have doubts as to the ability of the electric utilities to administer such a
program, question the lack of experience of electric utilities-in gas and oil conservation, and are
very concerned about widespread distrust of the utilities within the community (in part as a dues

collecting entity and in part as a for-profit outsider).

We urge that rather than have the utilities in charge of the entire program that the legislature
mandate the creation of such a prograni, establish it as a collaboration of the Clean Energy
Fund and Energy Efficiency Fund, and fund it entirely with additional funding. As the
Efficiency Fund is administered by the utilities anyway, they will be involved in the
implementation where it makes sense. By ruhning the program under the banner of public
entities the program can better build public trust than could sharchoider-owned for—proﬁt
utilities. We suggest that in the pilot municipality, the CCEF and CEEF be required to create a
local stéering comimittee to direct the project which will include local community groups and local
government. The mission of the pilot project should include changing individual behavior as

much as upgrading technologies as a core strategy.




