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Comments Regarding Bill #6510
AN ACT ESTABLISHING A PUBLIC POWER AUTHORITY Before the Energy
and Technology Committee
February 24, 2009
Prepared by Shirley Bergert1

Recommended Action: Support

A public power authority, such as the one proposed in this bill, is the best
possible approach to substantial long-term electricity rate reduction.

This bill proposes creation of a guasi-public state agency, the Connecticut Electric
Authority (CEA), to oversee state efforts to reduce the cost of electricity. i would
consolidate functions now handled piecemeat by several state bodies. The CEA
would have the power to purchase generation, finance or construct new plant or
amrange for its construction when needed in the public interest. It would integrate
conservation into its approach. The CEA would act transparently and solely in the
public interest.

Connecticut has reached a point where oversight of energy policy must be
consolidated. The cost of electricity has skyrocketed under the current system,
something that must be addressed fo ensure that necessary energy is affordable
and reliable.

The bifl is long, but this is necessitated by inserting CEA into all systems
addressing energy and conservation and shifting certain responsibilities to CEA.
The bottom line is a consolidated approach to electricity planning where the public
interest is the sole maotivator.

The bilt proposes using the systems benefit charge to fund the CEA, a worthy
investment in a body which is likely to reduce electricity bills approximately 20%
over time. And it will give Connecticut an accountable structure for lang-term policy
direction and implementation.

! Shirley Bergert serves: as the residential representafive on the Energy Conservation
Managernent Board overseeing the expenditure of ratepayer conservation funds in
Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund {(Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16-245m); as the low income
representative on the Fuel Ol Conservation Board (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16a-22/); on the
Low Income Energy Advisory Board {Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16a-41b); and on the Advisory
Board of the Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State University.




