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We, the underslgned, as educators and supporters of world language Instruction,

do petition the Connecticut General Assembly (o reinstate a high school

graduation requirement of 2.0 credits for wortd language study as originally

proposed in A Supenor Fducatinn for Connealiut’™s 2150 Cantiry Learners:

Five-Year Comprehensive Plan for £ducation 2006-2011, In today's 768

interdependent global ecenomy and our current economic crisls, companies will

look elsewhere to conduct business and hire workers if our students de not have
{ letter the skills to cempete and collaborate with people fror around the world.

Learning another language places our students en the fast track te working

effectively with people from other cultures. A high schoo! forelgn language

requirement would help put our citizens and our state back on the road to

long-term econemlc prosperity. For further information, please go to: Languages

for Life! We hope we can count on your support. Thank you for your time and

attention.
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Thank youl You signed at 2:07 M PST, Jan 21, 2009
You can do more! Show me more petitions »

We slgned the "Relnstate the FL High School Graduatlon Requirement” petition!

# 768 I+l ¥ 2, 26ii, Denise Heumaler, Connecticut G' Detote
From providing students with maore "brain pawer* to empowering them to succeed In an ever-shrinking world with an ever-connecting economy, the need for Americans
to expand thelr [anguage skills screams for recognitionl Did the untranslated {2 pes preceading 9.11 teach us nothing? De the economic connections that are daily so
evident show us nothing? We are not an island, something most other nations easily recogrlze. As a world 1anguage teacher 1 have fought an uphill battle te have the
Importance of langtrage tearning understood, yet here we are agaln, on the thopping block. Please, please won't you =get it.” Human relations require communication,
and communication requires an understanding of 1he nature, background, ethic, and cuiture of the ones with whom your wish to communicate, The time students spend
In a world languege classroom is time spent on bullding bridges, breaking down misconceptions, celebrating differences, and confronting pre-judgments. In today's
world, how essential It Is that we reach out Lo othars, and how better to do that than to speak to them in thelr own fanguage. Please, re-instate the requlrement for
waorld language study. There Is nothing quite like it in the weddi

& 767 Feb z#, 7009, Anonymous, Connecticut L TN
# 7661 Yob 22, 2000, Tess Grous, Connecticut O neere
# 765! Feb 22 1230, Bert Hevmaler, Connecticut @ Dalate

A world tanguage inceeases the ability of today's yeuth to both communicate on a first hand basis with other peoples In the world as wetl as increase our students*
perspectives of the diverse cultures around the wortd, World languaga Jeaening must be a requirement for CT students In order for them to ba well equipped global

titizens.
& 7641 Fele 222040, Adam Vnuk, Cennecticut @ el
# 763 sob ¥3, 20049, Nancy McGrath, Connecﬂcul® i
2762 Fubr 2%, 249, Scott Dunn, Connecticut S oo

With an Increased focus on 21st century skitts, profidency In myrlad languages Is paramount for survival, communication and growth as glabal citizens, By Institutlag a
world language requirement, we approsch that goal with certainty and depth, )
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Feb F2. 2004, Dlana Ullman, Connecticut ® Lie
Please ensure that CT studnets are ready to pantidpate in a global ecenoimy, Relnstate the Worls Languege qraduation requirement.

fely 27, 2160, Marjorie Mitler, Califernla ® Dstata
Foreign language skills are critlcal, What's next to go? Muslc, ast, history, math?

§oi 22, 2003, Laura Lundgren, Connectl:ut@ fleleie
In order to compete successfully In a global economy, it wii be critical in the near futuse that our waork force be able ko communicate in more than one world fanguage.
World language education, therefore, shoutd be a critica) component of a secondary education,

fob 23, F0U0, Vanessa Sosa, Connecticut Soore
Our students need Lo be cilizans of the world, need to better understand other cultures and respect tham, We need well rounded citizens.

fet 21, 000, Rita Oleksak, Massachusetts @ fietets

In an effort to be 2n (nformed citizen In a globally shrinking wordd, it Is Imperatlve that 2l students have the ¢pportunity to study at least one language In additlon to
thels native Janguage frem the earilest grade possible and for as fong as possible. The minimal geal of advanced low by tme one graduates frem high school is what we
shoutd be aiming for alk of our ehfdren.

rafe 23, #0070, Carfos Lopez, Connecticut G froiote

I believe that eliminating forelgn anguages In school Is doing a amajor disservice to our students and future learners. thls students are our natural resource that wii be
involved with global world effairs. They are our future feaders and need to understand and communlicate with world leaders In 1heir naltve tongues. 1 strongly belleve
that learning a second Janguage Is very Impestant In different aspects; it enhances oen's appreciation far other people’s culture, custems. 1 am a strang bellever that
jearning a second langurage is very Impatant for different aspects, It enhrances one’s appredation for other people's cultural,customs,we €an't continye to have 2 one
dimanssion viston about what would ouf nelghbor countries are fikel 1 also feel that Jeaming a second language Wt make anybody mare marketable and an asset 1o any
employer or organization.

Fely 21, 79u%, Luds R Vazquez, Connectlcul® et
The knowledge of a forelgn language helps us grow In many levels personal and professional. It also opens doors,

foh 21, 2009, Anonymous, Conne:!icut@ Detete

Fub 71, 2000, Alba Osorle, Connecticut @ Talate

1 come from a country where evesy kid at school takes two languages every day. ltls a requisite to graduate from High School and even In College studeals need to
take two years of the twe languages as part of the basic courses. Now living In Unlted States, [ want my kids 10 have the same opportunity to tearn an additienat
language than the Eaglish and the Spanish spoken at home, It is a shame that wa talk about globatization and having cur students be citizens of tha wedd and not
offering alk of them the opportunities to learn languages and the understanding of different cultures.

Febr 210 200%, Wendy Kwas, Connecticut G‘ [V ENAES
teb 19, 100y, Lynda Harding, United KIngdom@me:-:

Fah 12, 2007, Maria-Covadonga Arango-Martin, Connecticut @ FETLAR]
Tn a global world like the one we live In, it Is very impertant that studenis get exposed to another cultures and fanguages. Many of them will pursue a college degree,
and for that, a ferelgn language ks a requirement. 1t Is always a plus to know another language

Fuob 14, 2009, Megan Sawyer, Connecticut ® [t
Fi should most certainly be a graduation requirementl They are so vital In aur society. As citizens of all countries become more and more diverse, everyone should be
able to communicate and leam from one another. FL In high school glvas students that zbllity and it exposes them to vareus cultures and new Ideas,

Pt 1, 2057, Soraya Martine, Connecticut @ Prgtete:

AL shou!d be a requirement for graduation because our children need 10 be exposatoa different fanguage, It's essential when they are going to 2pply o a college.
Besides, the FL should be just Jike any other subject {math or reading} starting In ELEMENTARY; studies has shown that students who take a FL language score higher in
standardized tests. Thase students not only feam tha FE but also ABOUT the FL and perphas the CULTURE. Having FL in elementary is the KEY to a sucessful child In the
21st CENTURYILE

i+ i1, sons, Raffaele Abbate, Connecticut ® PlolgEe
It Is fundamental to the beiter education of an individua! to fearn a different language. Studied have shown many benefits. However, for an individual this Is often
understeod at a later age therefore as mature adults wa have a respensibility not te simply encourage but Induce young students ta leamn a different language as

_ through the process of learning a new language and 2 new culture, they wiit become more open minded and this could lead 1o thelr fnterest tn becoming fluent and

therefore more competitive In the fob market, an essential element in this highly competitive werld economy.

Fol 13, 2008, Jay Carney, Connecticut @ +lets
Giobal economy. Increase In multi lingual commmunties nationally. Diplomacy

Fah 1%, 2003, ANOnymous, Connectlcut'@ Dt
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Research abounds with evidence supporting the very positive impact that forelgn Janguage study exedts on all aspects of student fearning, Examptes Include enhanced
cognitive development, listening, and memory skills, higher academic achlevement, greater mentat flexibllity, creativity, and higher order thinking. learning a second
language strengthens first fanguage proficiency, ralses starardized test scores, In fact, the more yeais of study, the higher the scores, and enhances college admisston
qualifications. Second language learners develop positive attitudes toward cultural diversity and significantly expand their career epportunities in today’s competitive,
increasingly global society and market. Former Secretary of Education, Rod Paiga - "Forelgn language Instructlon should be a park of every child's education. A language
is more than seunds and syrtax: it is a culture, a way of thinking, and 2 perspective on the world, Each language Is a precious resource that must be studied, used, and
peeserved precisely because a languzge apens the mind te new possibliities. The study of fanguage is the study of life, Tterature, history, and thought. It Is nathing less
than the study of cur world and ourselves,”

Fel 13, 200%, Mary Lou Montanye, Connecticut ® Lrate:

Frt 13, 2000, AHORYIMQUS, chneclIcut® Belrtc
14,5 students should be as competitive with their Intemational peees. Connecticut students sheuld aiso be able to effectlve Interact with people who live In the United
States who speak other languages. Our nalion exlsts within an increasingly gfobal society, Learalng world languages benelit students.

el 12, 2002, Elaine Condon, Connectlcut@ {atnte
fob 13, 2000, Anonymous, WIsconsEn® froriry
sen bio 20D, Stefania Lucamante, Washington P.C, ® Dretony

$oh v, 000 Yvonne Conti-o'brien, Connectlcut ® [N
Our students need te be able to hold thelr heads high In & compatetive Job market. Other eguntdes require that thelr students knaw 3, 4 even 5 fanguagest Why not
students In this country? Forelan Language must be made mandatory In our schoals. .

¢ob L1, 2009, Amy Harkenreader, Connecllcut® Felete

#els 19, 2009, Eileen Moreno, Connecllcul® e fete
F learnad Spanish In CT, stazting In High School and 3 opaned a whole worid of epportunities for me. Today | am a cestified teacher, grades 7-12 of Spanish and Soctat
Studies and my life Is richer and fuller for all my Spanlsh experiences, Ban’t give away the edge that language pravides for our students|

Feb oty 200, Virginia Bery, Connecttcut@ ¥
As a teacher of Spanish and French and the grandchid of Itallan immigrants, | realize the Impartance of learning anotier language, Everyone of us here Is an Immigrant
frain semewhess, With the Intesnet bringing the world of business, entertalnment and the soclal world doser, we all need 10 be able 1o understand and help each ather,
In addition, tearning a world language teaches grammar, something most English speakers today fack, 1 teach English grammar to my students as well as word
darivation so they wif become good Engtish readess. Why should we go backwards In education Instead of forwards, Eiminate the computers first. More students neads
to read and writa than they do need to play video games, Qur children need to understand everyone and jearning a language helps to bridge that gap as wel as glving
them an awareness that they are not the only point of view ia the universe, Thank you

Fob 71, 200, Anenymous, Connec“cut@ ikt
Wa five In an ever Increasingly globat warld, Americans need te know how to speak other fanguages and knew about other cultures. We are behind most ather
devefoped countries in language learning. Please World Eanguage 3 graduation reguiremant.

Fob 1§, 2out, Chris bewls, Conne:licut@ Fitety
Our countey will only be fully competitive [n the world and our soclety will only ba fully dvifized when ¥s citizens are profident In Janguages other than English.

Fite 11, 2003, ANORYmMous, connacticut & rotees
fuls 4§, 2003, Carol Bonomo, Connecllcut®<';t ot

Ful i, 200, Anonymous, Connecﬂcul® Froiohe

foly 18, 2009, Maureen Holland, Connectlcut®i =
we ean't expect to suceed with cut any experience with other couniries cuitures, Language Is a kay aspect to life and communication.

b i, 7049, Anonymous, Connecticut @ The e

How €an anyone expect America's students to be competitive In a global market without proficiency in a secend languaga? Every other country In the world educates its
students from elementary sthool on Ia second and even third languages. Come on, Connecticut, This is othenwise an educated state, Do not use lack of teachers as 2
eeasan not to Include a forelgn language requirement. Just train more teachers!

Fli T4, 21400, Elalne Zerio, Connecticut @{‘P‘!»h'
Forelgn fanguage Is impertant because It makes cur students worldly and more marketzble. We are 1agging behind the rest of the world in foreign languages.

fib tin HE ANONYIMOUS, Connectlcut'® sEIELES
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All students should be required 1o learn a forelgn language. 1t will broaden thelr world view and connect them with cther cultures beyond our owh.

Fob 11 2100, Rachel Thomas-Shaplro, Conne:ilcul@ ety
Besides the obvious issues with a global economy and having students be able ta communicate with peepla In other parts of the world, @ forelgn language helps thelr
English-language skills; increases thelr vocabutary by helaing them understand word-roots; helters thelr grammar as they feam the nuances In another volce.

Febh 160, 26400, Ann Levesque, Connecticut ® Urlote

Feh 9, 200%, ARONYMOUS, &mnedicut@ H

Feb 1, 20, Maryann Bennett, Rhode Istand @ Gelate
Exposing chi'dren to different cuttures and people In our world Is extremely important. They need to know 2nd realize there are many types of people In the world -
prometes awsreness of othersil

Foly 3, 2699, Anohymous, Connecticut @ Dt
Speaking a forelgn language In our global soclety promotes growth for ali citizens of this woddd.

=1y &2, 200%, Barkara Place, Connecticut ® fretete
It Is not Just learning to communlcate with other peaples and Increasing our undarstanding of thelr cuftures and of our ewn language, but It aso enables our students 1o
have 2 world view. A language teacher In a rural town was asked why his students would have to learn ancther language since they would never travel, and he replied

that is precisely whyl

Feh 9, 2009, Anonymous, Connecticut ® i
Our world Is getting smaller and smaller and easier 1o contact people alt over the world. Peopte shousd knew AT EEAST ONE additicaal language. For communication as
well as respect far those traveling/living In your own country or abroad and the challenge to feamn this 2nd fanguage and respect of other cuiturest

$oh 9, 2104, Elizabeth Peczuh, Connedlcul®i!1.‘n.-
If we want 1o be considered Global Cifizens thea we must prepare our students for thelr rale in this world. Two years of forelgn languages in high scheol Is the mintmum
wie should be requlring.

Feb 0, 2000, Patricla Antunez, Connecticut ® 2 g
Learnlng a fanguage breaks down barrlers between culfures and advances understanding and thought between peopte. It stretches the mind in creative ways and opens
new workds of literature, art, cuisine, and history. Please don't drop the tevel of fanguage that has previously done CT students well,

Feh 4, 2002, Robin Milter, Connecticut O oonte

Feb 4, 2002, Jennifer Davidson, Connecticut @ Galets

The job of high schoegs Is to prepare our students for thelr Future, Glven the Increasing Internatlonalization of our worsd {especially in business), our sugents will be
disadvantaged if they do not know other lapguages and If they do not have cultural awareness of other pasts of the world, Weelg Language needs to be part of the high
schogt core curriculum, Otherwise, Connecticut’s high school will not be dolng thelr job.

reb 8 34409, Anna Andrews, Connecticut ® Delete

¥y students at American Schoof for the Deaf, as well as my own 2 children, have benefited greatly from the study of 3 forelgn language. Learning about ancther
language and cutture not anly broadens thelr uaderstanging of the worid 2nd the global economy In which we aze now fiving, but also increases understanding of the
Engfish langiage and our gwn culture. .

fob 9, 2000, Jehn Hagan, Connectlcut ®
The acquisition of 2 forefgn Janguage opens many doors for studenis. It Is 2 valuable tool that makes them far more marketabla as employees,

I'ch 2, 20090, Beth Manners, Connecticut @‘ brgleis
My daughter Is now 2 tollege freshmen and has had many opportunitles hacause she studled French and Spanish in high schoaol.

Feb ot 2000, Anonymous, Connectlcut® [REHAES
With todays gioballzation, our children must have the feundatlon for communleating In a globat market. Removing the forelgn language program from the graduation
requirement would close doors for thelr future,

Fehod 000, Anonymeus, connecticut & oo
FL study Is a fundamental part of educatlon in tha 21st century. We live in a global society, and It s ous responsibliity to prepare students with the necessary fanguage
skills to be successfutl

fat =t 2044, Rebecca Miller, Connedlwl@ Dreiets

Stugylng a forelgn language Increases a child's sensitivity o words and language, and allows her 1o ses things frem a viewpeint different than the one from which she
has Interpreting the world for her entire life. In this way, studyling 2 forelgn Janguage opens 3 chitd's mind to new ways of thinking. The study of a forelgn cuiture, which
goes hand in hand with studylng that culture's 1anguage, Fefnforces tolerance and acceptance of gifferences. Tolerance 2nd acceptance of differences are concepts
necessary to succeed in this world of Giverse beliefs, values, and practices In which we 2!t Jive, and which today's chiidren will inherit sooner than we can Imagine. On a
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final note, please consider that, if a student is not proficient in a forelgn language after fallowing a high schoct program, the program is not a complete fallura, if we
consider students’ proficlency a tast of whether or not a high scheol foreign language program Is valuable, T believe that we would find most programs to be Invaluable,
sTmply because It takes much more time, dedication, and Interest In the subject than many of cur students have to beceme profident in a ferefgn Janguaga. A better
test of the value of a program wou'd be to evaluate Its ablity to teach students about the wonder of language, forelgn or native, and acceptance of differences,

T %, 2659, Carolina Gleczewskl, Cunnectlcul@ eatene )
The United Statas Is behind ather Industrialized countries and even third waorld counteles In this aspect. It Is fundamental that our children start learning other
languages in early chitdhood, A feceign language graduation requirement shou'd be a given.

ot i, 20014, Jesus Jehnl Puerta-Lopez, Connecticut G Dedite
We not have better subject to prepare our kids to know challenges around of the world that to understand different Janguages, to have good communication to live
better without Barriers. 1 totaily betieve that it 1s Impostant for cur kids In the 1.5. 1o study forelgn languages.

Felo 8, 2005, Anonymous, Connecticut @ e

Having completed my secondary education in Europe and baving had to study more than two ferelan tanguages, It is only narmal for me ko see a forelga language
requirement In High School here [n the tinlted States. The power of languages has onty broadened my horizon and 1 wodid only wark 1o see other pecple experience
what 1 have experienced. Learning a second languaga helps not only undesstand and communicate with other people but alse understand another culture. Unfortunatley
we shoutd do this way earlier, when our brains can absorb this information quite easier. Not te forget, In a global ecanomy, not everything revelves around English and
that [s exactly what we make our studenls befieve If we don't put an Importance on a FL requirement for graduation. 1 think it Is very Imperiant to know al feast one
other world language In order ko succeed In today's soclety and the earler one aguires it the better,

Fulil, hune, Apenymous, Connecticut ® DEielE

1am an American Sign Language high schook teacher, 1 feel It s very important to have a language requirement in order to graduate high schoct for many reasons far
beyond just being exposed 1o a different language and culure, which the United States prides itseif on embracing. 1 work with student who struggle with thetr major
subjact areas, For many of my students learning ASL has glven them a new canfidence. They hava found 2 way to express themselves, build relationships with students
they wouldn't normally Interact with and a place where they feel successful, If there was not a forelgn fanguage requirement many of these chitdran would have never
had khis experience,

10 5, 200%, Magall Hannegan, Connecticut ® Belein

1 URGE RECONSIDERATION OF THE GMISSION OF A WORLD LANGUAGE GRADUATION REQUIREMENT AS DOCUMENTED IN THE REPORE OF THE AD-HOC COMMITIEE'S
FINAL PLAN DRAFT {passed 102/08) FOR THE FOLLOWING REASCNS: » "Living and competing successfully in a global society and economy will require an
undesstanding of our interconnectedness.” (CT State Board of Educatlon) « Jnterconnectedness Is uniquely fosterad through forelgn language study in two ways: to
express oneself in a different language and to understand aspects of a culture different from one's own Is to Internafize differences as just that—differences not
judgments; that Is, forelgn language study breaks ene's ethnocentricity, fostering an openness to others different feom ourselves, . » Studies conducted In middle and
high schoots Indicate that forelgn language study improves test scoras In seclal studies, Janguage arts, and math and verbal portions of the SAT. (Cooper, 1987;
Garfunkel and Tabor, 1991) » "... In order 1o confront the 2ist century challenges to our econemy and natlonat secusity, our education system must be strengthened to
eahance the forelgn language skitls 2nd cultural awareness of our students.” {CT Commitiee for Economic Development) » International trade Is an important engine of
growth for Connecticut, 1200 foreign owned companies have chosen to Invest In €T {CBIA); to Interact in that business community it [s an asset to speak thelr
fanguages, te know about our own cultural style and how that style meshes with the cultures of others. Mike Eskew, CEQ of UPS, talks about needing workers who are
°globat trads litarate, sensitive to forelgn cuitures, conversant In different languages™. {Time, Dec. 10, 2006} » In 2006 the Center for Economic Bevelopment warned of
economic and national security [mplications ef the U.S. Janguage gap, stating: "To compete successfully In the giobal marketplace, both .5.-based multinational
corporations as wetl as small businesses Increasingly need employees with knowledge of forefgn fanguages and cultures to market predudts te customers 2round the
globe 2nd to work effectively with forelgn employees and partness [n other couniries. For example, forelgn Janguage skils and knowledge of gther cultures can prove
invaluable when working on global business teams or negotiating with overseas clients.” (htlp:ﬂwww.oed.orgfdocsfreponjreport,rorelgn!anguages.pdf) ¢ "Apart from
an early stast and a weli-articutated program, a strong policy In support of language Instsuction [s the most Influentyial factor in creallng 2nd sustalning language
programs, In all European countries, 21 least one forelgn fanguage is compulsary. "(Research by the Center for Agplied Unguistics) » Scarcity of math and science
teachers has not led to omisslon of graduation requirements. Scarcity of foreign fanguage teachers should not be a reason for omission of a forelgn langiage graduation
requirement that provides skills for Interconnectedness and Intercuttural communlcation. (See Ad-Hoc Committee's Final Report, p. 16) » Existing disparity in the
delivery of {forelgn language) pragrams, If true, is not unique to this curriculum area and Is not a reason to devalue a program by efiminating a graduation requirement.
Disparity can exlst In all curvicula 2reas and the responsibliity for consistent quatity pragrams fies with policy makers and educationat leadess. ((See Ad-Hoc
Committae's Final Report, p. 16} v Foreign language proponents and administrators were not given an opportunity to consult and collaborate with the Ad Hoc
Commiittee during thelr work as was the case with Fina Arts and Physical £ducation, {See Ad- Hoc Committee’s Final Report} Thank you, Magall Hannegan

teh 2, Junt, Kit Hastings-Kort; Connecticut @ i
I belleve that it Is of vital importance that alk students In the U.S. be required to study a forelgn fanguage. As a nation of immigrants vie can not Isolate ourselves from
the rest of Lhe word by thinking that we can function well it a global sockety without knowing semething about other cultures and other languages. 1t Is important to
our national security and our economy that we undenstand the iImportance of how other people In the worid think and develop, Making It optional for students to learn 2
second language is fike telling students that it Is ok to be like ostriches and stick thelr heads in the sand.

Foir &, 26070, Catherine Fisk Natale, Connecticut @ i
Fuency [n at least one language other than English Is a critical compenent of ¢reating citizens able ta Interact with others 1n a global economy—-economicatly, cutturatly,
and politicatiy. It's Is not just about fearning language skills, but also becoming culturally fiterata, World language Instruction needs ko be 3 K-12 exparience with

opportunities for students to Jearn more than one langwage,

fob 3, a0l Jesse Duguay, Connecticut @ Cralup
With today's American sodlety being such a melting pot of different cuituses and backgrounds, having some experlence in 2 language other than English Is crudal te
everybody’s abllity to be able to understand one another.

1ot 2, 2uan, Lavra Santelll, Connecticut @ B

View Signatures: < < 768 70U 650 =63 536 . 256G 200 G 100 50

2/22/09 10:56 PM




Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requirement - The Pet... htp://wwv.thepetitionsite.cony' I /languagesdlife

site | creats petitine | nolp

Care peionse | e

£3BOOKMARK o - L,

. e e . B o . signature
ingtate the El High School Graduation Reguairemoent goal 1,000

{

Target: The Connecticut General Assembly

Sponsared byt Tho Connecticat Councd of Language 1eachers

Hetp our Connecticut State Representatives upderstand the Importance ofa
forelgn language high school graduation requiremnent for all of Connecticut’s
chitdren. A graduation requirement Is vital for our state's economy and our

chifdren's future! Please slga our petition and include your personat story.

768

signntures!

petition ovendew | "o

St aasa? g ot

Thank youl You signed at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2002
You can do morel Shew me more petitions =

We signed the "Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requirement” petition!

#700: Fob 2, 009, ARGRYmous, Connecticut & rorr
T am a high schood student and 1 think thet a foreign fanguage requirement Is a must! Studying a forelgn languaga has truly enriched my life In many aspects, I hava so
many more opportunites as well as experiences because | speak another language. T don't want any student to be denled the amazing benefits of foreign fanguage

study!
# 699 Tk oo, 2!3!3-‘1, Chris Ince Ir., California @ Grtete
# 698 Foi 6, 2004, Anonymous, Connecticut O
# 697: File By 2009, Per Urlaub, cannectlcut® Dlile

No other academic subject prepares our children better to undersiand the global and domestic challenges of the 21st century better than the study world fanguages and
cultures. This nation is in dire need of minds that have the ability to think outside the box and reflect In a nuanced way on thelr own culture and this nation's unlque
achlevements and challenges. A high and sophisticated level of self-reflexivity relies on our chitdren’s Iinguistic abitities and global Inslghts. A public school system ina
dvil-soclety has a moral respensibility to foreign tanguage education, so that all chifdren -~ regard of their sedo-ecanomic cfass -~ have a chance to gdevelop the
necessary skills to gain global citizenship, If public schoo!s saceifice a the forelgn fanguage requirement due 1o a temporary budgetazy situation, they abandon a
century-oid misslon of prepasing students for a rich and effective life, Dr. Per Urlaub, New Haven

# 696: sob 6, 2009, Lsa Henriquez, Connecticut Qe
The students at my high schoal are not required to take a foreign fanguage. After graduation they have to spend thelr summers taking language courses for that missing
credit needed for entrance Into many colieges. 1 have seen many students transfer BECAUSE there Is no language offered here at this school. The students who are
bilingual because of their family heritage/culture ahypys have the advantage in scholarships and apptications, The ability to speak a second langurage s an incredible

asset to them.

# 695 seb B @0y, Marla Palandra, Hew VDrk® SR
UimMing the study of forelgn languages Is tantamount to limiting educalienal and career apportunities for qur students.
# 694: sl %, 2004, Lilana Ortega, COnnecﬂcut@{)rEF:v

Forelg language requirement Is important due ko the increasing demand of multiculturality that our sedety demands. Languaga connects, speaking a forelgn language
brings people of different background closer...think peace. *Wa are a tridal soclety” {comment of a representative of the Hartford Foundation during a discussion about
why minorities In the US should network first In their own groups).
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rob %, z00%, Anonymous, Connecticut @ Creters
We live in 2 global world nat Isolated by one language. Spanish Is the fastest grawing langisage In the USATH We must be more competitive gicbally of we will see no
end to the recessionf

# 692 Fub %, $00%, Christine Mattel Matted, Connecticul® [alete
Not only is study of @nothas language Important te all students graduating In high schoal, study should begla in kindergarten! We need to do all we can to give Qur
chifdren a global awareness of the 21st century they live Inl

# 691: Falr 5, 7007, D*ATcy BORNAN, Connecticut (ST
1n an ever Increasing globatized society, the value and impustance of languages becomes critical to tha centinued success of our students as they graduate irto a highly
mobile, muiti-national, muld-lingual worklosce. Dr. D'Arcy DORNAR Assistant Direcior, Tourism and Hospitality Program Assistant Professor; Department of Geography
Central Connecticut State University Gutiematorial Appaintes, Advisory Commission en American and Francophone Cultural Affairs Tel: & 860 832 2782, Faxt 1 860 832
3140

# 630 Tt s, 20, Paul KUEFFHER, Connecticut O
In an expanding woild marketplace it makes no sense to be moving dackwasds an fearning to communicate with and understand other cultures. Science and Math are
already requirements. Perhaps thelr study could be made more efficlent, Instead of more bloated.

# 689 Pazh %, 20, Louls Bayman, Unkted Kfngdom® Selele
# 688: “ah 5, v0ee, Thomas McGinnls, Connecticut S ootare
# 6B7: Fih 4, 2609, Taylor Strack, Connectlcut@ [R R

Yes, 1 ebsolutely agree that proficlency in a forelgn language should count towards high schoof graduation? We just need to make sure that FL proficiency standards are
equivalent to afready existing high school course standards, This is not that hard!

¥ 686: Fols 4, 2609, Katherine Kidd, Washington D.C. O vaters
Although 1 now five in Washington, BC, both my daughters graduated froms high schoat In Connecticut. Both of them went on te galn fluency in angther language -
building on thelr experiences at Falfield High School. Gne spent twe years in the Peace Corps and the other studled abroad for a year ia Spain and uses her Spanish
daily In her work with youth In the Bosten area, Please don't cut this vital fearning experience. We need to be more globally aware - not fess, Katharine Mancke Kidd,
Ph.D.

# GB5: rri 9, 20109, Kate Christolinl, Connecticut O petire
Hot only should this be a high school requirement, but let's go one further. Leaming another language really should start in Kinderganten!

# 684 vl 4, 2009, Kelly Thurston, Connecifcut O e
with a fast changing world, knowlng a new talent gives us an edge. The world Is and will continue to be very competitive. Therefore, it Is Important to note that we do
all we can to stay one step ahead. Other countries fearn English so they can Lravel and communicate and we should learn other things to get ourselves ahead as well.

# 682 Foby 4, 2004, Anonymous, Puerto Rico Ot
I think students should take other language in school, because woukd be easler for tham when they take a job, Actually, we have youngers getting married earlier and
want to woik to feed their family. Knowing a second Janguage at high school will facilitate thelr quality of life. The reality Is that each year less students are studing at
university level. If you need any othar input from me, you could write to padialc@yahoo.com. Thank you to let me participate on this petition,

# 582 Fub 3, i067, Anonymous, Connecticut S

# 681 Fah 1, 2009, Jule Michel, Connecticut @ Lralotp
Today 1 heard in a speech from a congresswoman that America Is the most civilized country én the world. Did she was ever told that no European country alipws cagital
punishment? Fhat nobody looses heatth insurance coverage when loesing thelr job? Ang so on) - § am often shocked about the ignorance or lack of education and
Infarmation of Amesican ctizens and 7 stronaly bellave that being exposed te anolher wosld language can help to cfose this embarmssing gap in the Amercan
awareness.

# 680: Feh &, 2004, AnOnymous, Com\ecﬂcut@ Lcte
Speaking another language open student's minds 1o other cultures.

# 679: £elb o1, 2064, Laurie Barry, Connecticut & patora
East Lyme High School is one of Lhe few high schools in the state to have a 2 year forelgn language requirement, [ believe that this requirement has helped East Lyme
High te be one of the top high schoeols In the country, Gur students ara global citizens, and appredate the cultural differences In our wo:ld. T am proud to work for East
Lyme Hlgh School, and [ respectfully ask that you reinstate the 2 year foreign language high school graduation sequirement for all Connecticut students.

# 678: ral 1, 2009, Carmine Pacling, Connecticut O

#677: {oh 1, 2007, Marla Gulfarre, Connecticut S peere
1 belive that wa need a second language to keep us competing with other countries In the global economy. To open doors in other markeis an jobr opportunities,
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¥olya, 2089, Marfam Hakim-Zargar, Connecticut ® i 2
With globalization, our children need to be educated In other fanguages and cultures, It Is reasonable to require all students to learn at 1sast one fereign fanguage. In

Fintand, ehlidren leasn 5 forelgn languages. In most eurppean contries chitdren Jearn a least 2 forelgn languages. Most US states require FL for high school graduation.

Foli g, 2000, Andrew Walsh, Connectlcut@ Dot
in a global economy it is increasingly Important to have citizens who know a second Janguage. A lack of science or math teachers has not led to the lack of a science or
math requirement, s¢ there is ng reasoning behind khe lack of fanguage teachars being used as an excuse for having no language requirement.

rit 7, 2, Hathalble St, Andre, Connectleut @ B 2
Our global economy and soclal Interaction really demands it and knowing another language cpens New ways of thinking and of looking 2t the world.

tah 3, 2000, Simon Welfenbach, New York@ rratare

Faly 4, #1009, Pavl Giblin, Connectlcul® Datote

it is the one part missing from the cose of a well-rounded education in cur high schools, The idea that a student only needs Math, Scienca, English, and seme Sodal
Studies, but net wouid language, is no longer vatld in the 21st century, Young adults are going to need to know languages other than English in the years 1o come if we
want to stay competitive In the world,

cob 3, 2009, Msa MorrHl, Connecticut & ot

rel 4, iy, Beth Schwartz, Connecticut [
We need to Instill in our students the responsibility we have to our shrinking world...we need to be able to communicate effectively with other countries to improve the
stability of ovr world and of qur own counley...students need to have a foundation of learning a foreign language, begun in elementary, middle and high school. With the
elimination of a two year graduation requinament, we are moving backward Instead of forward in a time where forelgn refations are $o critical..

F:hy 3, 20019, Alica Verlezza, Massachusetts G it
Forelgn languaga opens wp the rest of the world for our country's students, They are able te Jearn about other cultures and, in dolng so, teachers can foster a mentality
of tolerance, acceptance, and even curiosity. The opportunities awaiting them upon graduation are much more vast when they are armed with the knowledge of another

language,

Fub 4, Jouy, Becky Regan, Rhode Island @ Lepletn

As a forelgn language teacher at the middla school lave), | see first hand the importance of learning a foreign language. The US Is one of the only countries that does
not have students feaming thelr 3¢d forelgn language In schools, Having a forelgn language graduation requifement will keep our students motivated 1o attend colleges,
as well, Most cofleges require at least 2 years of a high school foreign fanguage for consideration to that school.

toh 3, o, Simen Elsinger, Connecticut@f’-:!::—.-

£ub 2, 2004, Kimberly Wilson-Holton, Connecticut & vt

1 oby 8, 210%, Caroline Webster, Connecticut ®
1 studied two forelgn languages in high school 60 years ago. Fhe recall in occasional brush-up courses has enabled me [o use my skitls for practical purposes and to
express sincere interest in the lives of other people, Forelgness are so heartened when £nglish speakers know their fanguage!

ivh 4, 2009, Elteen Fore, Rhoda Tstand ® Delele
This requirement secures the relevance of language leamning In 1eday’s global community- It is in the best interest ¢f ur stydents!

foh 2, 2008, Hancy Hendryx, Connecticut ® ek

Wortd Jangages afe a tremendously enriching educationa! experience that teaches children about other cultures, they allow them to interact mere fully with the rest of
the woeld and engage In the "blgger picture.” Not only that, byt they have literaily been proved to make people “smarter” because of e synaptic connections formed
duting fanguage learning. They are a vitat part of a chlid’s educationt

ol 1, 2300, Vila Marcone, Connecticut ® Oty
vubn, #iE0a, Artur Branco, Connecticut @ SRR

Fair 9, 300, Rosemarie Carvalho, Connecticut @ | KR e
In teday's global worfd, we must reatize that Engtish Is not the only language of Importance, In erder for the U.S. to better communicate with the world, the kngwiedge

of other languages Is an essential component.

et 2oav, Paul M, St Louls, Massachusetls@t-:-f
How are we to expect today's youti to survive [n a global society if they cannot communlicate with people who speak another language? World {anguage education
should be requirad of all students and should begin as early as kindesgarten,
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#oir 3, 204, Ellse Leung, Connecticut @ i

1 strangly belleve that the learning of other Janguages and cultures Is extremely Important for our childreq, Having an understanding of the world and being able to
communlcate not only offars mere oppostunities in fife but alse decreases bias and radsm, Beth myself and my husband were educated in other countries where
learning and speaking a second language was nok only necessary but essential 1o gur education. At present our daughter Is taking Freach In high school and voluntaniy
chose to study German, 1 have seen a significant growth In her confidence and a desire to become a world eitizen, She Is the sert of person who will charge the future
and lead others through her desire to leasm, Ali children should be required to learn a second language, according to studies, it has been shown that fearning 8 second
language results In students achleving greater divergent thinking, creativity, and cogritive devefopment compared to menotinguzl children. A number of studies have
atsp shown that when students leatn a second Janguage they have a tendency of outscoring those who are proficient in only a single language oa tests of nonverbal and
verbal intelligence, Please support this measure.

Fon 3, 200%, Nieky Blenlarz, Connecticut @ pa!

pab A, 2009, Katherine Heghes, Oregon ® Selvie
Fob i, Juot, Connle Deving, Connecticut @ iatete

ioh i, 2040, Kristine Bibler, Connectieut ® oot

Learping a foreign [anguage is not onfy a valuable resousce for our people to have in this turbulent globai economy, belng fluent in more languages than English salses
the level and Image of gur nation around the werld, It also Increases the Intelligence of the Individual learning the language and raises their confidence and
understanding of white working with paople of other cultures.

2uth, Hanna Krol, Connectlout ® Ditate

Vet 2052, LV, Krieg, Connecticut 6) (RIS
It's very Important for children to know thelr haritage. Learning another language increases your perspective, Learning to speak German Is vary important, not only
from the stend pelnt that 80 million Amesicans can krace their roots there. But also because Germany ks the woitds second largest exporter.

tab 3, 2G04, Anenymous, Connecticut S ostora
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forelgn fanguage high school graduation requirement for all of Connacticut's
children. A graduation requirement is vital for our state's economy and our
children's futurel Please stgn our petition and include your personal story.
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Wae signed the "Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requirement” petition!

# 650! ek 3, 2004 Anonymous, Connecticut ®
# G45: “rl s, 000, Anonymous, Connectlcut LT
# 648; fat 3, P09, Carlo Sclafanl, New Vnrk®‘ (ratrhe

Do not ellminate the study of Forelan Languagas in the State of Connectlcut. They are tag Important In the weid today. If vou don't speak a forelgn language today In
the worid, it means you are poorly educated and you lack that buman sensibllity to understand and partcipate In the world's famity.

# 647 Yel 3, 2000, Yeremy Bennelt, Connacticut & poite :
1 support language faculty at Yale, and help them use technology to teach language. While only two years of a 2nd fanguage befare college Is far from Ideal {the best
Hma is to start as young as possible) it can be an epportunity for exposure and a look Into another cuiture. Having only taken twe years of language in high school
myself {n Montana), It was the thing that Inspired me toward a BA In Spanish, {at the University of Montana), without which I would not ba working at Yale. Requlring
twa years of language would be a small yet significant step In the right direction for the future of the students In Connecticut, to not only succeed abroad, Hut at home

as well,

# 646 oy 3, 2007, Christopher Gauld, Connecticut O s
Knowledge Is powerl

# 545; ralr 3, 2064, Martha LoMonaco, Connectlcut@ Lorree
American citizens ase becoming more and more [nsular 2nd English-language centric; we need to ensure that their horizons are spread at the gariest age possihla,

# 644 #eh 5, 2009, Anonymous, Connecticut @
My mother 1s from Germany and my father received his PhD In france (he speaks Fiench, Gemman, as well as other fanguages). 1 took four years of French in High
Schoo! because German wasn't offered and I belleve it's an Important thing to learn {culture as welt as the language} before golng off to college or getting a fulktlme
fob or whatever Is done afier graduating high schoof,

# 643; Pt A 204%, Hector Mirabal, Connect[cul@bv-i'nr
Acquiring a second language Is critical In a multiculiural seclety such as the United States. Knowlng mora than one J2nguage apens doors and minds, contributes to the
geod refationship batween people of different backgreunds and different countrles, 2nd 3t enhances our soclety making us belter equipped to compete in the global

ECOnomy.
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# 642 fefs 3, 200349, Anonymous, Connecticut &

# 6412 Feb 3, 72004, Iris Bork-Goldfield, Connectlcul® iriote:
1t 15 vital for our children to know forelgn languages In order to be competitive In a globa! environment. It Is therefore In pur Intezest that cur chifdren know as many
forelgn Janguages and cuftures as possible. People In most other countries speak at feast one foreign language.

# 640: fob 3, 2000, Barbel Roder, Connecticut O ¢ztote

# 639 tel 3, 20007, Angela Nalbantu, Connecticut [T
English Is becoming less and less the mest used/spoken language In the world, there are more people now speaking Chinese, Russian {the fanguage of the last Emplre),
or Spanish than Engtish. { think the trend will Increase. Secondly, even for @ not particutarly gifted mind, learning a new language wiii achive In one what a group of
other discipina will try in thelr spedfic way, k.e. open deors In khe mind 10 rooms one was unaware of. The camparasion between words root, thelr ptace In the sentence,
shows more that a parkular [ifestyle and set pf prioritles, It makes ona understand a different culture and as such the ever present spectre of radism, shavinism,
antiSemitism, sexism and speclelsm has less power over mind, Isofatlonlsm, a specific American tendency can be cured Yo through the learning of other fanguages. o
fortification can stop the fact that we are CNE and leaming languages will bring that paint home

# 638 ¥eb 3, 204, Robln Winnat, Connecticut ® {etate
# 637 Fob 3, 200, ANONYILOUS, Connecticut & e
# 6361 $ily 3, 200, Audrey Esmond, Connectlcut@ Deleie

U5 chiidren, In order o be respected and remain competitive In Lhis Increasingly global world must ba expesed to a waorld fanguage and cutture. The formuta should be
be the 3 R's + L: reading, writing, 'rithmetic, and languages.

# 635 Fub ¥, 2011%, Carolyn Prazenka, Connecticut [T

# 6341 ¥l b, 2000, Banlela Kinsbourne, Connecticut & ooore
Internatlonat Language programs shoutd be just as importank In the US as they are In Europe, It Is sad that there are no foreign language requirements In place slnce {
think this woutd benefit childran greatly and widen thelr horizor,

#633: Fob 3, 2099, Pamela Docters, Connecticut & vetete
A forelgn language should be a requirement for high school graduation In erder to have a complete education to compete In today's worid. It already is a requirement In
our tewn hlgh school {Witten} and & should be for every high school In €T,

#632; vels i, 2459, Anonymous, Connecticut (O .
Being able to speak a second language opens the door to understanding anotier culture and way of thinkdng. I cannok find any negatives that come atong with this.

# 631 Fols 3, 245074, Emille Yonkers, Connecticut &
Forelgn 1anguage s essential to compete In the glabal econemy with of without nigher education. €T studants should be prepared to compete In the new global
economy. Forelgn language study also helps students to learn about other cultuses and ¢an reduce prejudices and discrimination.

# 630 Foly &, 2069, Angnymous, Connecticut O iseere
Americans have become so Isolated and have veey Mtfe perception of different cultures and languages. Learning different languages not enly expose an individual 1o
cultures and language it can actually Improve yoeur anglish as well as appreciate the richness of the "melting pot” In 1his country.

#6820 i 3, i), Angnymous, Connecticut [OF
Farelgn language study is essentlal because It allows Amerlca to particlpate In a globat community effectively. Tt forges bonds between peeple, it makes one seem less
haughty when one travels. How can we take pride in American educatlon when we traif the rest of the world miserably in such an important field?

# 628: Febs 7, 2044, Sean Bercaw, comacticut O peice
Having exposure to a forelgn language ¥s vitat In teday's world economy, and Impartant to the welfare of both the student's and the country's future,

# 627 ¥rb b, 2004, Karen Futhlll, Connecticut s

# 626: Foh y, 20ivs, Chrls Stumpe, Conne:tfcut® Labien
Learning a different language Is very Important, If you need to know a different language for a job it will hetp if you leamed it In high school.

# 625 £ 3, 2009, Amanda Sherard, Connecticut O pare
Learning 2 forelgn Jaunguage Is important bacause it whi help our children In the future. Tt witf help because our children wiit be able te communicate better with more

people In their careers and thelr evryday lives.
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fob 2, 20400, Antonlo Ortlz, Connecticut @ friteie
1t makes for a better prepared and well rounded student,

et 5, 2009, Jennifer McCann, Connecticut ® Thlrie

5 3, 2009, Denlse Cannella, Connecticut @ oot
Working in both the museum and entertalnment flelds, | have met many visitors to the United States on vacalion from Europe. It was my high school classes In French
that allowed me to communlicate with these visitors, helping me to both educate and entestain these peoplel

fob t, 201, Elizabeth Welfson-Ruiz, Connecticut ® Fri tots

el 3, 2607, Aponymous, Connecticut @
In today's workd of gipbalization, speaking a second language ks Imperative. Furthermore, it exposes students to other cuftures and makes them well rounded. Forelgn
languages are essential In buslnass, banking, medicine, research, politics and In so many other fields. By efiminating the forelgn fanguage mquirement, you will
Impaverish gur youth and make them far Jess competitive In today's world.

{eb 1, 20090, Dors Loeb Nabel, Connecticut @ Patate

I am amazed and dismayed that proficiency In a second woild language continves to be viewed as unimpodant, or a Juxury. Learning anothes Janguage not only
facllitates understanding of ane’s blrth language, Including Improved reading and writing skills; 1t atso breadens culturak understanding, Proficlency In a secord language
Is helpful for travel, important for business, and critical in our global scenarie, Today's political circumstances require that everyone, nat only potitical leaders, be aware
of and sensitive to the cultural customs of other patlons.

Fets 7, 2609, Lakshml Nait, Connecticut O zi::
Farelgn danguages are the vehlcles by which children expedence a culture separate from thelr omn. As thelr knowledge of a forelgn language develops so also does thelr

awareness of the larger world to which they belong

Fulr 2, 2653, Peter Flelschmann, Connecticut ® Detate
It's time we afe catching up with the rest of the woridl President Obama and hls administration expressed support for Werld Language leamning.

el 2o 300, Juble Asteriades, Connedlcut@ [PERAR

i3 7, 1044, Hubert Wagner, Connecticut ® Cetrh

Fiis 7, 6%, Catherine Gutleber, New York @ f

¥oly ¥, 2605 Chyistopher Hogarth, Hew York@ Leoteny
America - the country of imm!grants, the country 1 came to as an Immigrant. We need to remind everycne that Engfish Is not "natural® and show what it Is to Jearn @
language, quite asides from our cther responsadbilites as global citizens., .

ton d, cq0h, Stefanie Mischner, Connecﬂcut@m e

el 2, 1032, Kenneth Unfrled, Connecticut G Datate
1 want Connecticut and the United States to continue to take a leadarship role In the world. We need 10 know about it wozld and speak more than English.

Feb 3, 2009, Anonymous, c0nnectlcul® £

Feb r, 2000, ARORYMous, Connedl:ul@ O

£l 2, 20004, ARGRYMOUS, Connectlcul@ fratata

There Is a joke that Is teld among forelgners and bilingual people here In the US: "What do you call someone who only speaks one fanguage?” The answer: "An
Amercan.® Sadly, this Is pretty much the trith, 3 we afe to negate this stereotype 2nd prepare our students to succeed in a gicbal econamy, we need to make |t
MANDAYORY Ehat every chiid In €T graduate with proficlency In a second language. Additionally, learning & second language opens ones eyes, minds, ard hearts to
other cuttures, As someone with a Masters In Multinational Commerce, 1 truly befieve that one cannot functian fa an International buslness situatlon witheut
understanding the culture of that country, For example, pot bowing to 2 business assoclate in Japan could cause you to lose a business ¢eal. This type of thing is not
necessarily taught In Soclal Studles classes, but It Is 2n Integrel part of language study. Therefore, it ls imparative that the FL requirement be refnstated In CT schools,

Fxh 2. 2007, Hope Brayton, Connecllcut@ [ARISL .

As with our national lesson learned about "voluntary financlat regutation,”® we do not improve our expectations & standasds (academic, institutional, envirgnmental,
business, collective or individualy unless 1t is “required” of us. Language learalng ("forelgn fanguage® Is not the best term, by the way) is an essential part of any
education. 1t Is a terribte disservice to the youth of Connecticut not to require several years of an attempt to learn a ianguage. And Jangirages have as much to offer &
more In common with SPORTS than Is often assumed -- discipling, Fepetition, Incremental pregress, communication with others, positive self Image with new skills
acqulred, etc.
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feho 4, poriidy, Mary K. Bercaw Edwards, Connecticut ® moete

In an Increasingly global world, i is absolutely essential that studenis jea:n a forelgn language, We de not want a generation of studants who know no {anguage but
their awn and who therefore become more and morse Isolated and ostracized. Not knawiing a forelgn language also reduces thelr chances of success in university
Humanhies courses, such as English and History.

1-al: . ik, Javier Campos, Connecticut Opuime
Students in this Global world must know another languages beside thelr native languages. Look Europe, students know Ewo or three fangusges not onfy in HS but
already In college, Same in Latin America, may be 70% of HS students knows Eng'ish. Al presidents In Latin Amerlca know EngtishiF

Fulr 2, 200%, Anonymous, Connecticut ® Deiete
1n order for students to function In a global seciety, it is Important to learn the fanguages of others In oréer to Interact effectively, We should not expect people in other
counteies to learn English, If we don't reciprocate,

f ¥, 2000, Monica Vivar, Connectlcut® AR

feh 3, 200, Oxana Kopanava, Connecticut ® {cteie

Coimling from Evrope and belng fluent In English, German, and Russian {not to meation some knowledge of Itafan, French, Polish and Ukrainlan}, 1 am absolutaly
convinced that every child should be obligated to learn at least ene forelgn fanguage at schook, Learning foreign fanguages helps to tearn children more about ether
countsles, people, mentalieties, thelr customs and traditlons. It teathes students to be mare tolerant about people frem other countsies and be LESS ignorant. 1am a
firm beflever that knowing 2 fosrefgn fanguage makes a person mare sophisticated, open-minded and smaii. So, please, let's make a forelgn Janguage an obligatory
regulrement at jeast In our state of CT. Hopefuily, in the future, other states will plck it up after us. This will make our country only stronger and bettes Bast Regards,
0. Xopaneva .

Tob 7, 2004, Dorothy Materba, Connecticut ® fa'ete
1 have grand children who will travel and wilt find a forelgn language very useful,
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Target: The Connecticut General Assembly
Sponsored by Tie Connocticet Cennod of Tangieds =
Help our Connecticut State Representatives understand the importance of a
forelgn fanguage high school graduation requirement for all of Connecticut's
children, A graduatien requiremert is vital for our state's econgmy and ¢ur
children's future! Please sign our petitien and include your persenal stery.
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Fhank youl You slgned at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2009
You can do more! Show me more petitions »

We signed the "Reinstata the FL High School Graduation Requirement” petition!
# 600: Fibs

2, 24334, Benfamin Woodard, Conneclicut@l“..: e

# 595: #ohy 3, 2fi0d, Marla Sanhueza, Connecticut & it
1 belleve that we five in a countey where english Is not the onty fanguage spoken and many of our students are 2t a disadvantage when they are only monofinguat, Tn
filgh school they have a cholee of taking 3 second fanguage and even though they may not master the second fanguage they have tha epportunity of being introguce te
a different culture which makes them more understanding to what others do and why they ¢o so, A requirement for graduation should be kept in place because whea
students are young they do not realize how Important is te understand gther cultures and how important Is 1o take the advantage of learning a second fanguage for
future job offerings. If we dor't push our students to take another Janguage thay will miss out on a kot more than just 3 hell In Spanish. Please don't deny the students
the right to leamn and te be cultural In the L.5.A,

# 508: Fob 2, 2009, Anonymous, Connecticut &
The US Is the only country [n the workd that does not emphasize the Importance of belng multifnguat. We need 16 show our students that ALE {anguages matter and
that belng 2ble to communicate In more than one language ks not enly useful but benefical,

# 597 Fob 7, 000, Ay MoGurk, Connecﬁcut@ nae

# 596; feuy s, KD, ANDNYMIOUS, Connectlcut® fi=iete

# 595 Fuh z. 2000, Erim Park, Connectlcut® eluts

# 594 faok 7, t00%. Anenymous, Connecticut Q owen
Young peopla need to be able to communicate with pecple of other backgrounds and see the world fram different perspectives. Learning another language is the key 10
both.

# 593: Fchoi, 2000, Maria Alonso Almagro, New York G‘ Detete

# 592 Fub i, M5, ARONYmous, Connedfcut@ st

# 591: vub 2009, Aponymous, Connecticut @ H

tof4 2/22/09 10:53 PM




Reinstate the FL High School Graduaiion Requirement - The Pet...

2of4

# 590

# 589

# 588

# 587:

# 5886

# 585;

# 584

# 583:

# 582

# 581!

# 580;

# 579

# 578

#5717

# 576

# 575!

# 574;

#3973

# 57
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In today's global world, how can we HOT think about being fluent In mere than one lang taged

el 1, 2600, Aline Libassl, Connecticut ® R
It an ever shrinking world the knowledge of [anguages and cultures wiil represent a key 10 the future for our students. Let's not keep them in the dark.

toh 1, 2a09, Lorl Hopkins, New Hampshire @ Laelete
In today's global sedety, mutual understanding depends on communlcation. Language study Is essential,

¥oh 1, 2007, Mla Cavanagh, Connecticut @ [AELS ]

Foreign fanguages should be a part of the graduation requirements for CT and all States. Learning another language forces ona 10 think and leamn culture hecause no
word translates "prefectly”. if the State removes the requizement, private schools will st maintain thelr forelgn Janguage programs and that witt put pubficly educated
¥ids In €T even further bahind those who are privately educated.

Vil 1, 2002, Anenymous, Connectlcut Qe
1 urge you to give our students here In Connectlcut the necessary skills to compete successfully In our ever growing glohal world economy. How an we compete if we
don't speak thelr Janguages? Therefore, [ urgs yous to relnstate the high school graduation reaulrement,

Folr 1, 21104, Resemarie DIRtenzo, Connecticut ® Delete
It Is Impartant to me that students ba able to keep In touch not only with the wartd that Is shrinking but te keep afive the heritage of thelr famifies, This [s what has
made American truly a God given free country o so many and the tradiilons should not be lost under ANY drruinstance.

#ch 1. 7004, Valeria Mirshak, North Carelina ® &

Tao 3t 2000, Sciltian Gastaldi; Canada ® Brortote
Learning  forelgn Janguage opens the mind and the mentality, Teaches to evesy student that the world 31 which he or she is Inseded |s multicultural, and that each

cutture Is as fmportant as any other.
Jugn 31, 26407, Anonymobs, Connecticut ® [RERS 5
1an 11, o404, Crecla Swalm, Connectlcut @ Dotaly

Daw 31, 20409, Angnymaus, Connecticut ® ol

As students In Connecticut eater the world of globatization, what possible reason could we bave to end the programs that prepare them? If anything, world language
Instruction should beqin sooner and [ast Jonger than many districts now require, Supposing that our children somehow aveld working In a giobal marketplace, we stili
must conslder the fast-growing sectors of the .S, population that speak fanguages other than English, Imaglne the benefits -- cultural, ecenamic, social, --- to
understanding at least one of thosa f2nguages. There is also research that telis us that learning a 2nd language benefits our ablility to fearm other subjects, The
proposed plan to ellminate the forelgn language high schoof graduation requiremeant is a serlous move backwards, It's hard to believe, In 2009, that this could actualty
be up for conslderation,

yre 3y, sniry, Andraw Masters, Connecticut @ [IERIR &)

Jsi1 &0, 2004, Laura Finneran, Connecﬂcul@ frelzic
The knowledge of a world fanguage will bacome Increasingly Important in ous global economy. Eliminating the forelqn language high schoot graduation requirement will

hurt our chiidren’s future.

3= 30, 26519, Robert Cloutier, Conneclicut® Oetete

The value of learning a forelgn [anguage has forever been greatly undersppreciated by the education establishment a2nd 1s something which many of us In the classroom
have been trying to have recognized for many many years. In this age where *divessity’ Is one of the most common buzzverds In education, In a tima when
‘globatization' is acceptad as the way things are and wilt be done In business, ans, trade and other segments of the economy, then it seems guite shortsighted net to
make foreign language leasning a requirement In our schools.

Jan 36, 2003, Maura Fruin, Conne:tlcut@ ooleie

20y, Avak Horbest Kirchner, Germany® Dt

EETRR I

Jegn 44

5, 2413, Anonymous, Connecticut ® Natote

riid, ) Wildman, Connectlcut® Bt

Fuie by, 2a6%, ARDNYMOUS, Colorado@

L 29, 206%, Anehymous, Connecticut ®
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2an 2, 2000, Taylor Pacekenis, Connecﬂcut@ frotete

1 am In high school and I feel learning @ forefgn fanguage [s not anty an opportunity to meet new people and expand work across the world but als¢ an opportunity to
expand individual kaowladge. If 1 hadn't learned Spanish | would've never gotten 1o go to Spain through a foreign exchange bip this past summer. [t convinced me that
I want to pursue a job as a spanish teacher or something related o the language. But how can I be a spanish teacher If there are no student In Connecticut to teach?
‘There would no langer be any forelgn exchange programs. Not onfy that but there are many tob situations when a forelgn language comes In handy such as hospitals,
offices,etc. If thare were a person who spoke only english and a person wha spoke spanish who applied for a job and the job was In a spanish speaking area who would
be chosen for the jobr position? Most tikely the person who spoke spanish. For me my favarite dass Is my Spanish ciass and If that Is removed, many kids will e longer
take spanish. Studeat's opportunities wil be imited. And as Spanlsh is quickly becaming a commanly spoken language and there are also many people whe speak
French and other Janguzges 1 feel the need for forelgn language ciasses to stay In the cusAculum. The United States Is suppose to be a country of freedom and rights,
but how are people supposa to enjoy what America has to offer if few people can understand them? With the releasa of the Forelgn Language regulrement many jobs
wlil be fost. I also found that other countries of the wortd are required o take english so why shoud we be on the lacking side and not have a required language class In
schools {other than English)?

Jen 24, P10, Pauta Pacekonls, Connacticut & peit
the Unlted States is behind so many other countsies who are required fo tatk anothe language early In thelr education and with a1l tha different languages spoken In
the 1.5, it will enhance job oppertunities for American born appficants

Jma 3. 2003, Anonymous, Connecticut @ eobate

1 think that studying a forelgn Janguage at an early age Is one of the best ways to become aware of the differences In world cultures, and to have an apprediation for
people outsida of the US. I also think it's lmportant for American traveless to attempt to speak the language of the county they're visiting; it says a jot [negative] about
» lrayeler whe does not, and Instead requires the “natives” to spesk English.

Jaty 2w 100y, Ralph Jensen Jr, Connecticut @ Lelele
“The need for the future aduits In the United States are golng to need 1o know a forelgn lanquage to compete in the world,

ian 22, 200U, Holly R, Cashman, New Hampshire @ fictete
Hore than ever, Intercultural competence and profidency In fanguages other than English Is 2 requirement not oaly to be a successful candidate in today's job market
and global economy, but also to be an educated person, 2n educated citizem,

Jan 29, FiHLG, Jeannette Torres; Connedlcu!@ o1
To be able to communicate In a second language Is a great resource for any student or Individual, and It increase the posibiity of belng more sucessful In a future

{areer,

fan 20, 2047, Anenymous, Hew Hampshlre@

Jan 729, 2009, Sikvlo Ferraro, Connecticut @ Do

@nce agaln Forelgn Languages become education’s step child, underappreciated and less respectad. This cyciical malady Is a knee-jerk reaction usualiy to the finandial
siuatlon at present. [t never conslders the unigue and "game-changing® winning quatity that a ft can give to a candidate for any positlon In any company. institution,
etc, Our nationat hesitage and foundatian came from fosélgn fands... In this sense dropping the FL requirement seems almost unpatrigtic and lrontcally un-American,

Jan 3%, 760, Marle Hayes, Connectlcut@ls-*i-,w
1f Connectlcut high school graduates are to be competitive In the glabal economy, they must ba prepared to communicate in at jeast one other languaga besldes
English. If Connecticut is to malntaln Its national standing In secondary education, you must reinstate the foreign kanguage high school graduation requirement.

Tan FUr I, Anonymous, Connecticut ® Drevtotes
1t Is beyond betief that In 2009 we do not vaiue the acquisition of another language (and its culture)! How tecribly ethnocentric and xenophobki

12 29, 2300, Glatane Greco, Connecticut ® fratati

Jan 24, 20049, Peter Everett, Com‘eclicut® Deleie

I guéss a'l the ta'k about a "global sodety” was just that. The learning of a second oF third language enriches ones' communicative abiiities {Including a better
understanding of ones own fanguzge), helps to broaden cultural knowledge and understanding, fosters an appreciatlon of foreign literature, and davelops and enhances
ones understanding of geography. NOT belng exposed to a forelgn Janguage can foster ignerance of othez cultures and diminish enes communicative ablfities.

T 29, 2005, Anonymeous, Florida & ©
High School Fereign Language pregrems help to breaden provincial thinklng, epen up other worlds and cuttures, give students a chance to fisten, speak, read and write
1n a2 language other than English, teach students thelr own language structure, enrich students' vacabutarles, and sharpen study skifls.

=

$ai 7. s0de, Roberta Fletcher, Connect!cut@ T
Tapy 29, 2007, Joseph Wolenskl, Connecti:ut@[.f;i-:-re

Yo 24, 20049, Frances Calzetta, &mnectlcul@::s- i

The Humanities need far more attention than they are recelving, Another language enables us to %now how another greup of people think and enables us to
communicate better..also it expands our braln powes.Americans need te stop belng “"POOR JOHNNY ONE NOTE". It is unthinkable that other languages are removed.
personally | found four years of LATIH at the HIGH Schoel level te have 3 profound Influence pn my knowledge, my thought process and my fife, It %eads to a breadth
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and depth of of understanding. A a sldebar it Is enjoyable to leam another language or two. This Is pure nonsense on the part if Ignorant politidan educators 10 even
cansider dolng away with the Janguage reguirement. Time te have Intelligence and moratity take over. In the complex International world that America is leader initis

unthinkable that fanguage learning should not be mandated,

# 5545 Fay 20, 2607, Richard Iannazzl, Connecticut @‘ Tl

The toss of the Janguage requirement will keep many students from learnlng the language of thelr parents’/grandparents’ birth country and, therefore, lose the

ethnlc/cutturel hedtage that made this country what it is today.

# 554: Jan 29, 2005, Mark” “ne Firlotta, Connectlcut & paicte
I am & High Schaol Freach Teacher

#5531 Jan 39, 00y, Michael Kashgarfan, Conneclicul@ Balate

# 552t Yais 22, 7099, Vita Marcone, Connecticut S

# 551 tan 19, 2a04. Chelsey Zashornacky, Connecticut Q e
1t opens the students’ eyes to a world beyond thelr own.
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Reinstate the FL High School Gradustion freguirament goat: 1,000
Target: The Conaecticut General Assembly
Sponsored by;  1he Connacticut Coundl of Lanypan 7 E
Help our Connecticut State Representatives understand the importance of &
foreign language high schoo) graduation requivement for all of Cannecticut’'s
children. A graduation requirement s vital for our state's ecenomy and our
children's futurel Please sign our petition and Include your personat stary.

768

elgnaturasf

petition overview | i1

arhiara d 1oy oot

Thank youl You slgned at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2009
You can do moret Show me more petitions »

We signed the "Relnstate the Fl. High School Graduation Reguirement” petitlon!

# 550

# 349

# 548:

#* 5471

# 546

# 545

£ 544:

# 543:

# 542

st 2%, 2009, Shirley Jensen, Connecticut ® Lrzlntn
Are these educated people advocating taking awey this requirement??? Obviousty notiil

Inn 24, 244, Ann Bucklin, Cennecticut Telete

Our students will be greatly disadvantaged by missing formal coursework in forelgn janguages 2t the high schoot level, The apparent trade-off between coursework [n
science versus languages Is particularly puzziing. As an academic researcher, 1 work with colleagues In countries throughout the worid, and they ail expect and
appreciate my smail attempts te communlcate in thelr language. For these, I draw on my high schoo! Janguage course training 2nd T would be very sorry not to have
this template for centinued learnlng.

1an 7y, ruded, Michaet Willisten, Connectlcul@ ik -
Jt's not just about a foreign language. It's also about cultural awareness and growing the young braln In different ways, even in ways whosa usefulness may not be

smmediately apparent to students.

1zn 28, 0%, Brlan Torff, Conneciicut @ Dotaly
Sten dumbing dowin Amesca- Eanguage Is an essential key to and education and an enriched fife- fook at the Europeans,

1an 1%, P00, Fra Sakolsky, Connecticut ® Deete

fan 29, 266G+, Rosanna Tucd, Flol'lda&[?F%'r\h}
Student are citizens of the world not just of the Untted States.

1an 18, 7409, Antonlo Senes, Connecticut @ i
1t a shame tha In today's world we are removing the Foreign Language In High Schoeos. Gigbalization Is the future of cur economy and our world.

Yin Mi oef, Marle V. Reberto, ConnedlcutGi;c i

The time to learn a language and culture 1s early In one's education, in our multicuitural sodety it behoovas our CT graduates to ba hest prepared 1o work within that
frame. It is fess than desisable to place the burden to fearn a second language on employers. Leaming a language aiso helps understand a culture - especially Important
in health care today.

1an X, 2069, Itale Slerve, Florida @ Datate
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# 5412

# 540:

# 539

# 538

# 537

# 536

# 53%:

# 534:

#5353

& 533

# 531

& 530

# 529:

# 528:

#5271

# 526;

# 525
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A forelgn language gives tha student an additionat asset for hisfher future, an additional cultursl experience that will always be remembered.

Taeoan, 20003, Adellnda Plmentel, Connectlcut'& Erelitas

Faa 1, MU, Marla W, Febles, Connecticut @ {rrtata

Learning a Ferelgn Leaguage helps you to understand the world arcund you nat onty In a focal tevel, but also worldwide. Fhe mose we learn about other cultures, the
mare we can understand and accept people as thay are and who they are, This country Is constantly dealing with Latin Anerica, is surrounded mostly by Latin Amerlca,
and a blg part of it was owned by the Mexicans. ferhaps, if we begin to care about pecple of other backgrounds and cuitures, the wortd would be a better place to live,

Aan 18, 2000, Anonymous, Connecticut @ Delete

With the high demand of knowing mutiiple languages [n this country It Is Important that a' students have the opportunity to study the fanguage of thetr cholce. When
students reach the university fevel they will be unable to grasp the dynamics of the language. It is a known fact that all students miss out on the opporiunity to master
the abllity to spaak properly In any Janguage if they do not have exposure to it prior to thelr adolesence.

raa 2, 2600, Lies) Dalpe, Connect!cut@ Fletete

Yz 2d, 26003, Jessica Haxhl, Connectlcut ® [N

Everything else that we vatue Is Introduced beglnning in kindergarten and continued through high schoot. In the 21st Century, how can we send the message that we
value math, sclence, English, physical educatlon, and many other requirements, and nok recognize the importance of knowing a second [anquage? Most future carears
wiI require some global networking or focal Interaction with non-EngBsh speakers. Speaking a second (or third or fousth} language strengthens sudents' abifity to see
other perspectives, reflect on thelr own language and cuiture, and thelr ablfity to adapt to any fareign situation, Forelgn Janguage needs to foin the other graduation
requirements as a component of a high schoot expedence thak truly prepares students to ba successful in thelr careers and as world citizens.

1 xe, 1697, Gregory Pearce, Connecticut ® RSN
iap 23, Hrvi, Apenymeus, Connectlcut @ lele

Ian 23, 2003, Panle) Zurlo, Connecﬂcul& [RRENE
DO people forget what country they five in? you cant go 2 feet with out meeting someone who can speak a second fanguaga. with out FL In our schools we might as
weli be any other country but this one...

Fan 28, 2005, ARORymous, Connedicul@rkﬂehr

Fan 23, 200%, Anonymous, Connecticut @ Dalate
Learning and abllity to speak anather language opens a woild of oppostunities for the student, the state and the country.

Jan #8, 200w, Anna Fersuccl, Connecticut ® Cofie

1 am extremely shocked and saddened by the thought of the decislon to take away high schools' forelgn language requirements. Learning a fareign fanguage Invites
stadents to galn an appreciation and an understanding of other cultures, traditions, 2nd a4 pew and different way to commanicate with others, This ks net onfy beaeficlal
In a persoaal sense, but In 8 professtanal sense as well - belng fluent i multiple languages could be tha deciding vole on whether or not a poteatial employee lands his
or her dream fob, Let's face it: belng multi-#ngual In this soclety is marketable, appeafing, and very much sought-after. How are today's youth going to possibly be
prated In this category If fureign language dasses are in jeopardy of being taken away? As 2 bi-fingual English and [talian speaker, and a dedicated supporter of both
cuitures and fanguages, I support 100% continwing to provide students with the cpportunity 1o discover new and exciting languages in school.

Isn 2B, 20043, Lan Lin, Connecticut S oents.

a3n 38, 2o, Julia Lindquist, Connedl:ut@ fielete

Foreign Language knowledge educates the Individual both histerically and contemporerity. It leads to undarstanding other peoples and thelr cultures as well as their
political lssues, We need a new generatlon who can communicate with the rest of the workd. Requize Foreign Language ciasses In high schoals; for best results, begin in
first grade.

Jan 23, 20649, Catherine Nadkarnl, Connecticut O pame

In 2 global worid where communication Is the essence, It seems absurd and short sighted to conslder eiminating forelgn languages from the high scheol curpcutum. In
the light of recent warld events, the exposure ke many more forekin languages is the direction ko take instead, In order to bridge our diffarences, leam tolerance,
respect and understanding of other cultures, and uitlmately create a world in which we can all liva In peace. Isolation Is not the key.

Jan 2R, 2004, Anonymous, Connecticut ® ialat

Frie 20 24000, Susan Ulbrich, Connecticut ® .

[ studled Spanish for six years In middle scheed and high school. Upon entering college, 1 fell In fove with Itatian, | have receatly graduated with my masters In ltalian In
Florence, [taly and spent two yeass In Rome transiating for a non-profit cancer organization and teaching English to [talizns, Language is so fmportant for gur young
Amedcanst

sap 24, 2065, Kelly Vass, Connecticut ® Delnty
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# 509:
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3 24, 2069 Anonymous, Connecticut @ fagtete
Far chitdren to grow up In a world where multiculturat understanding 1s Important it is vital that they have expesure ta foreign languages,

Fan 2i, 1007, Marilyn Nelson, Connecticut @ it

Ten 26, 26 William Snyder, Conneclfcut@ Eefats
Alongslde mathematics and sclence, forelgn Janguage skills are £ssential to success - whether at a university or in the werkforce,

Jan 28, FOLG, Anonymous, Cennecticut ® notor

Fen #@, 20049, Marfe-Plerre Horrls, Connecticut @ 4
in a day and age of gipbalizatien, I think that knowing enothar Torelgn language Is a plus professipnaliy. It can only Increase the student’s tolesance for ether cultures.

Fanouit, Too0, Elisabeth Spencer, Florida LT

To be In command of a forelgn language Increases reasoning powers, helps to understand math and sclenca conceats and enables the individual to Interact more
successfully with peoples of olher cultures, The citizens of the United States need to increase thelr knowledge of the cuttures and histories of other countries In order to
become citizens of the world instead of country hicks. Each one of us needs 1o be a diplomalic representative of 1hls great land. Please remaln enfightened and don't
abanden the study of languages.

dap 24, D, Krista Golia, Connecticut (O
The Linlted States Is a nation of all euttures and all languages...eliminating language programs does not only the students a disseryice but our communities and nation
as a whole,

Jan 23, 2049, Marla Fzzo, Connecﬂcut® Seieie

My parents ara both first generation Italians and I fooked forward to taking Itatian In high school when |was younger since the language was not talked much In the
home and theugh | understood the language, [ wanted to ba able to speak it as well. It was the part of high school that was most memarable to me and { enjoyed the
class very much {partly because of the fact | had a really good teacher). The Ttalian language is a big part of me and now that 1am older and In college | still vatue my
culture and am part of the Itallan Youth Organlzaticn, 1 really would like other students to ged the chance I had at tearning a forelgn language. I reaily feelitis as
Important, if not more Important khan the other core classes that are taken to prepare for iife or college, it's Important that one is able to communicate with others and
has 2 boarder view of the world and learning a foreign fanguage does this.

1an 33, 2009, ANONYMOous, Cunnedlcut® [KREET A

Jen FB, 3R, Anonymous, Connecticut @ Dplrte
The study of a forelgn language expands a students knowledge and appreciation of ¢ther cultures. Eflminating this exposure limits a students appreciation and
acceptance of vther cultures.

Fat 2%, 2otz Antonletta Di Pletro, Florida ® fa

Yar 23 2ens, Hanpah Wasserman, New York@—" mizra

inn rG 2005, ARONYMous, Connectlcut® 803
3an %, 1199, Caitlin Dalpe, Connecticut ® [HSEHT

Jse vl 2000, Angnymous, Connecticut O e

I find it amazing that people do not reafize how Important languages are In this perfod of time. We have more and more foreigness entering this country who do not
speak English, who need translators to assist them. Or better yet the foreigners wheo know 2 or 3 languages and have a lot more gpportunity to advance in diverse
casears than our own citizens. | will ALWAYS be thankful to have Jearned anather language as a ¢hild, 1 have been able to help othess In their time of need.

jaus Y1, 2004, Anonymous, Conneclicut @f'}ph-h:
I toak a foreign fangUage In CT's schools starting In 7th grade. It was always my favorite part of my curricutym and 1 can't Imagine where 1 would be withaut it. 1t
opened so many doors for me Induding a forelgn language malor In college and an oppartunity ko five and study abroad, Please reconsider your dediskon.

Yo s, 20019, Nancy Katsaros, Cennecticut G)tm £
Foreign Janguage opens one's mind to different ways of thiaking. We need to become more sensitive to other cultures in this global community.

Pire 243, 4709 Teresa Blanco, spaln@ RS .
For the past & years [ have been Involved with a 3 week exchange program with my slster schootin Enfield, CT. The Impact that this exchange has had ¢n botn the
Spanish students as well as American students and their families has been immeasuratle, Studylng a forelgn language in my countsy Is consldered esseatial from a very
early age, In this interdependent warld it Is Important for our students world wide ta speak 2t teast two or three languages i they want to be open and successful
titizens everywhere they go.
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foi 23, oGy, Signe Damdar, Connecticut @ Bt
As high school teachers and mentors, | cannot think of a better way to show our students that “the word does not revolve around them.” ¥hen students fearn foretgn
languages, they begin to understand thelr rote (n the world and become eager to fearn more about what "the world” Is really about.

Jaw 28, 206093, Catherine Holdridge, Connecticut ® [§FEH
1 feel strongly that two years of a forelgn fanguzge should remaln a requirement for high schoal students. We are 2 global socletyl We need to be able to communlicate
with our community members, Please consider thisl Thank you in advance.

lap 25, 24017, Anonymaous, Connecticut O oon

3 28, 2009, Matthew Lupoli, Connectl:ut@ £
Taking a forelgn languaga pot only teaches you how to just speak tha 12nguage, It also teaches you about another cuiture, While not everyone Is going to grow up to be
a forelgn ambassador, T feel that it is Important ko know about cultures outside our own. The philosapher Arlstotle felf it was Impestant that people be schooled In all
subjects and sciences, and taking a foreign fanguage should not be excluded.

i

Jan 2, 2609 Angeles De Castre, Connecticut @ Detate
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Reinstate the FLHigh School Gradustion Reguiromeant  go:, 000

Target: The Connecticut General Assembly
Sponsored by ke Conaactivat Ceunnbal Languay
He!p our Connecticut State Representatives understand the Importance of a
foreign fanguage high school graduation requirement for all of Connecticut’s
children. A graduation requirement Is vital for our state's economy and our
children's Futurel Please sign our petition and incfuds your personal story.

768

slgnuturas?

petition overview |

Esthary? Ing ol

Thank you! You signed at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2609
You can de more} Show me more petitions »

Wae slgned the "Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requlrement” petition!
# 500: Jan I, 2040, Grant € Rotd, Connecticut S e
1 teach Engtish at Housatonic Community College, and one of the great benefits of & forelgn fanguage Is that the students learn English grammar, which most of our
students have not learned well, if at all. And just kaking Engfish eourses does not give one 2 good undesstanding of English grammar; 1he students need to compare i
to something else,

# 499 Jan 2, #0949, Glnevea Adamoli, Florlda @ Datats
Learning about other cultures, tarditions, and fanguages is essential In today society, (1) As the Internet and new digital medfa such as Myspace, Facebook, and
Youfube have afowed the wortd to connect and share information It is afmost Inevitable that wa have to aknowfedga cultural differences and feam about them so that
we 2s a nation could culturally 2nd economicatly beaefit from it Not expasing our children to forelgn languages wil push them to be outkast of the worid and they wilt
not be able te compete with those {foregners) have been studying multiple fanguages and have been analyzing othes cultures like ours. £2) Learning other fanguages
and thelr culiure decrease WARS In tha world. When 9/11 happened the £81 did ot have effedent translators whe coutd speak, understand, and communicate with
Afghanistan or Trag. Comrmunication is key 10 an ecopomic stablfity and peace.

# 498; 1an a4, A0nd, AleXander Casella, Connecticut @ Bl
1 took forelgn language courses In high scheol that have helped me become 2 mulik linguat business man today, and 1 weu'ld not want ko take that away from my

children and the future generations. Language Is Important and we should not stop It in ¢ur schools.

# 497 Jen 2, 20410, Greta Waag, Connectlcut Sanme
As a highschool student, I believe belng lnveived In farelgn languages [s very Important. It allows us to see different aspects of culiures and traditlons other than our

owin, It afso allows for soma sost of communication for possible future travels,

# 496; yan 2%, 2904, Vincenzo G Zurlo, Connecticut oo,
I belng bilingual English/TtaNan, have an advantage to service two nationalitles. Emplayed In the public consumer Industry, able o converse in another Janguage

Increases resource oppostunity to a<hleve aay goall Vincerzo

# 495 Jas 2B, 2809, Susan Bennitt, Connettlcut@ Dt
Galning proficlency In a forelgn language breadens students’ understanding of the warld and gives them needed communication toals to succeed in the evar mere global

world,
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Jans 245, 2040%, Angeles Dam, Connecticut O porers

1 believe that leaming a Forelgn Language Is a cruclal component of a good High Schoot Education. We live In 2n Increasingly smaller world and to learn a Forelgn
Language opens student’s horizons and make them more aware of the world. In order to prepare good and productive citizens who can contribute In a positive manner
not only o the economy but the bridging of cuitural and geographic basrers.

1nn 25, 2zr?, Martha Yenter, Connecticut @ fiatat
In an Increasingly global world, It Is Imperative that our citizens look beyond thelr borders to the rest of the world. Xnowing another Janguage gives them a different
persective on wiorid Issues, Insghts Into other cultures- essential o iving a well-informed life,

Yan iz, 2607, Marle Plcclotto Proverb, Connectlcut@ bt

New, as never before, we need to devalop our skillsIna multicultural, giobal soclety. Leamning another language builds bridges as an effective way to communicate and
connact with gther cuitures. My high-school teaching career began over forty y2ars 2go. In that carees 1 have taught French, Itallan and Spanish. I am stili going strong
and still believe that what we do is an integral part of our students’ education]

jan i, #i69, Susan Wineland, Connecﬂcul@ £
See this excellent artkle: hitprffwww.utm.edu/departments/french/fisat.btm)

fan 24, 2019, Anonymous, Connedtcut® el
Students In the USA needs more opportunities 1o learn about the world beyond thelr borders, rather than fewer,

¥an 24, 1004, Recco Calabrese, Connecticut O vt
Please share why a high school foreign language requirement Is Important to youl

ho

A a2, Larry Alan Smith, Connecticut ‘® ©
We need to give our students a sense of tha world beyond the borders of €T and the United States, Foreign Janguage study Is critically important. LAS

Jar 24, 2003, Deldra Terardl, Connecticut St
As a former Board of Education member In an urban schoo!l district, I studied the results of a Duat Language progran that began in Kindergarten and ended in
Advanced Placemant Courses af the High School. The children fn the progrant got the highest scores en 2 diverse battery of {ests. Leamntng a second f2nguzge at an
easly age - at any age - stretches the braln in new directions. [n a giobal economy, where most other developed countries have a dual language requirement, the USA
will be moving backwards to elimlnate Janguage courses. I support 2 requiremant for duat language skifls as a criteria for High Schoot Graduation.

1=a 28, 2807, Richard DiPalma Jr,, Connedlcul@ﬂ: H
The opportunity to study a forelgn Janguage since I began studylag It In the very same school In which | now teach has changed my fife dramatically, 1t has hefped me
to "reconnect” with my Itafian roots {No, my parents do not speak ltatian) and to understand the culture and histary of my family. | have leamed a great deal about the
reasens that my great-grandparents chose to settle their familes In the United States, and I have also learned of the modem country In Furope today. Finatly, 1 have
found relatives who 1 did not know existed, and have made many friandships since I have embraced a second tanguage, 1 have come to understand how people of other
ceuntries tive, and consider myself a more well rounded person because of [¢. Distentinuing forelgn language learning {especially in a world of Instant communication
with a glebal market) would be just as detrimental to our school system If we were te atsg eliminate sclence, math, 2nd history.

p=n 20, 20iry, Julla Chiappetta, Connecticut @ okl
Languages are essential In the world wa live today. Nat only do they teach word origlns which help to understand the English Janguage they Improve and hone your
skilts to memory and understanding the written word. We, most of us come from anather country or orign and we nieed to be giobal in our teachlng,

rin 28, Fpus, Ethan Warner, Connedlcut® Detete
Jan 24, 2002, Kathryn Turcsany, Connecticut O ens

Fag 43, 20032, Ana Acevedo, Connectlcut@ Daicte
11hTnk that Forelgn Language should ba a requirement for all High Schoof Graduates in Connectlout because of the Impastance of diversity in our stata and the future of

our chitdren,
Yan 243, #9419, June-Ann Greeley, Connecticut ® FEHAES
¥ %, 28412, Pilar Munday, Connecticut ® Loty

vin 2, Hain, Tek-wah King, Connecticut @ el
Hot starting a FL until coflege Is a waste of the learner’s blologically-based, 12nguage-spedific endewment that would be impossibla to reverse,

aon A5 WD Carolyn Baker, Connecticut ® Fratate

Wa now live In a global society. Current commualcation technelogy and transportation access make contact with dtizens of gther patlens commonplace. For Americans
o compete |n the global marketplace, multi-ingual skills are esseatial and In many cases expected. An education that does not prepare students to communicate in 2
globat way Is Incomplete and $imits the hosizons of students. Language study also includas cultura! study which educates one to e more tolerant and respectful of
differences, a necessary quality in today’s world.
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Iagy 28, 20003, Anopymous, Hew York ® i
1 am a teacher of Spanish and French, so | obviously have a vested Interest in FL programs. However, and much more Impostantly, T was once an elghth grader about to
enter high school. 1 was capable encugh, but pretty lazy, 1 remember hearing at orfentation thal we had to take 2 years of a forelgn language. 1 remember thinking,
*Wweli, good, 1 can deop it after 2 yearsi® 1 had no interest. | started Spanish my freshman year of high school. At the start, 1 didn't do so well. I reslized that | had to
shape up, so I started to study. Before T knew It, I was having fun speaking and practicing with friends and nalive speakers. By the end of my sophomore year, { was
Gillngual, Maybe T had a bit of 2 gift for fanguages, or maybe the gift was the amazing teachiers ving taught me. 1 do kraw that the opportunity to study it 1s something
that 1 would never have seeked cut on my own. Thank Gad I was mandated to take Spanish: I discovesed a gift 2nd a lifelong {1 hopel) career. How many students wilt
benefit from taking another language? For how many is that thelr one untapped glft, or the one thing that wiil bring them happiness and 2 job one day? Please, fet's
provide our young pecple with every possible apportunity and sesource to discover their gifts and use them in the future, That is what education shou!d be all about.

ran 24, 2003, Anonymous, New Yeork @ HRERS 2
These students are the key to cur future! Gradvation offers mare opportunitles for them te reach thele potentiall it is our responsibllity to protect their right to
graduate!

P 28, 2000, Anenymous, Conneciicut ® FIeletin

Yan ¥3, 200675, Jessica Glllesple, Connecticut G T
As an English language teacher, I know my students have a much better grasp of the English languaga when they study another Janguzge. Furthermore, in an
Increasingly shrinking world, they need to be able to communlcate with a broad spectrum af individuals.

wan Fil, 2001, Susan Amatangelo, Massachusetts @ Fie'vte
In today's sotlety, knowtedge of a second language and culture Is ¢fucla), nat ta mention that language learaing helps young minds to develop In a variety of ways.

Jars 23, 2403, Gerald Dalpe, Connecticut @ Fitiets

Jan 4B, 2009, Jacgueline Da La Chapelte Skubly, Connecticut O
You acquire a belter knowledge of Englsh. It broadens your culturat and Intellecival horizons. You understand and accept peopie whe are different. It wil able you to
compare and contrast cultural cancepts. Another practical skift to Improve your cognitive and practical thinking abllitles.

Jan 48, 2013, Wesley Reed, Colorade O vone
1 have been In fanguaga training for the Department of Defense for pearly 30 years, Being able 1o speak the tanguage where you are Is not only a wondarfuk thing for

travel, but it can also save lives.

Fan M 2087, Anonymous, Connecticut ®t?»:!;.:!.c

1an #4, 2one, Alexander Michalottl, Michigan ®
Knowfedge of a secand language Improves one's knowledge of English, epens doors to more work and study opporiunities, and augments Inteliigence overati,

inre 27, 2009, Anoaymous, Connecticut ® £alele

Studying Spanish has changed my life! | took it In school because it was a requirement, and had no 1dea it would have such a HUGE Impact on my ifal It was the
greatest! In 8th grade we had ha!f 2 year of Spanish and half a year of French, from which we chose which language to pursue further In high school, I fell In lova with
Spanish and continued to study It throughaut a%i four years of high school. 1 practiced speaking Spanish with all of my Spanish-speaking friends outside of the
classsoom and found this fanguage knowledge very useful as 1 live In a town with a large Spanish-speaking population. Now,  am golng Into medidne, and as a doctor i
will ba working with many Spanlsh-speaking patlents, so this languaga competency will continue to help others. Throughout the four years of undergraduate coflege, 1
volunteered at a medical dinle providing free health care to migrant farmers, Many of these patlents speke only Spanish, so { facllitated thelr case by serving as a
translator and treating them In Spanishi Thea I also studied abroad for a summer In the Dominlcan Republic doing community service, using fmy Spanish to Interact
with the people I was working with, I find myself thinking in Spanish sometimes and my forelgn language abllity makes |t easler for me to leam additionat languages
and study vocabulary, The high schoos forefgn fanguage requirement has had such a positive effect on my life. I really hope it is reinstatedt

Tiw 22, Find Teresa Mac Tavish, Canada ® [ I
Jag 27, 1003, Amy Jensen, Connecticut ® Geletn

iais 27, 70, David Benson, Connecticut ® Ertadie
My study of French and Latin not only Introduced me 1o nevw cultures and views of the world but was essentially In Improving my writing of English by making me

understand how language works. It Is assential.
¥an 27, 2009, Julle Andersen, Connectlcut® Gelete

¥on rF, #00%, Bonna Robbins, Connect!cutgnr':,ra

How can we ralse gur children ko be participants in the world economy, politics andfor negetiations of any %ind if they cannot percleve another way...another culture? it
starts with languaget After 2 years of a mandatery language program...the flams [s lit, the yeaming for knowledge of other cuitures is awakened] Wa MUST shaw our
youth that there is more to tielr lives than what they see at home. Ve must show them that the worid is a blg place filed with diversity. That is the anly way the future
has promise. As for me and mine... we belive In a united worid, God Bless America

ran 44, 2id, LesHe Poole Petit, New York @ [ARERE
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| studied lafian In high school subsequently received the Generose Pope 11a¥an scholarship to Fordham Unlversity. As a resuit of my ltatian high school studies, my life
was changed. I majored in Italian and have never stopped continuing my italian language learning and promoting of tha language. PLEASE reinstate this hs foreign
language requitement so every student will be exposed and enfightened to the wonderful world of fanguages and literaturel

# 4591 fas 27, 2060, Douglas Hamitton, Connecticut oo
The appreciation of a forelgn language Is also tled to the appreciation of other cultures and other ways of approaching fife and solving problems. This needs to be a part

of every high school curriculum.

# 458 Ysu A7, 206%. Anonymous, Connecticut O e
# 4571 3ia 20, 200, Paul Griswold, Connecticut O boick.
# 456 e 27, d0ld, Maggle Stevens, connecu:utGm’qa

f am a teacher In both bilingual {English and Spanish) 2nd malnstream ciassrooms. Learning and knowling a second language has enriched my life. [ am proud 1o say L
learned this Spanish beginning In high schoot. Learning a secend language enrkhes your ability to master your fisst language, while learning a secopd.

# 4551 tan 27, 1005, Anenymous, Connecticut Soeare
#454; ran 2¥, 2004, Anonymous, Florida L

1 vote yasi
# 4531 Fsc 77, 24y, Magda Pearson, Florida & e

Kaowing a languagea Is knowing a cuiture,
#452: jan i, ¢ing, Cralg Crews, Connecticut Sooere

#451; Fai 27, 20090, Danlel Lelsawitz, Connecticut @ Delets
The study of a forelgn language In High Schoat Is an incredibly Impartant part of students® education. Language study Increases students” abllity o commuakate with
others, and it expands their cultural and ntetlectual horizons, The effective efimination of forelgn Janguage study from CT High Schools will resiit In the Impoverlshment
of the education we offer to our chitdren. Please consider re-instituting tha 2,0 credit requirement. Fhank your.
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Target: Fhe Connecticut General Assembly

Sponsored byt The Cemnnctiout Council of Langinige Teadnor s

Help cur Connecticut State Representatives understand the impaortance of a
forelgn language high schoo! graduation requirement for all of Connecticut's
children. A graduation reguirement Is vital for our state's ecenomy and our

children's future! Please sign our getition and include your parsonak story,

768

signakures?

pefitlon overview | !

it fon cut

Thank you!l You signed ak 2:07 M PST, Jan 21, 2002
You can do morel Show me more petitions »

gned the "Reinstate the FL High Schoo) Graduatlon Requirement” petition!

Jan 17, 2003, Irene Zanini-Cordi, Florida & . s
A forelgn language Is a window Inte a new world and culture: students should be exposed to different cultures as soen as possible.

B 24, 0nrd, Plana Fiske, Connectlcut@ PR

san *s, 20409 Cristina Gragnank, llilnols® AT

Jan 27, Ju0u, Tammie Spaulding, Connecticut ® [T &)
We ara fiving in an International world, a tme in which communtication across culfurel boundaties is expected. Why would we put ur children at such a disadvantage?

i 24, Jud, Srimathy Raghavan, Conpecticut @ [SATH

Although a U.S.Citizen now, 1 come from India originally, T take my children to indfa to see the rest of their family, When we fly Into Europe, basically go past Haw York,
it is borne In an us how Important it is Yo know a forelga language. In today's viorld, it is ali about globalization of all businesses, The only way to give a feg up fer our
Kids Is by making them lea:n a foreign Janguage as part of thelr curricytum in school. Please reinstate L High School Graduation requirement.

tan BF, 2iia, L Smith, Connecliwt@l'l“ntf,

Jan 27, 2003, Ross Buck, Connecticut ® ielate
The high schoal £L requirement Is vital for citizens of a global economy and it Is more efficient and Jess costly for students to pass this reqguirement In high schoal than

to take college cousses,

io 27 2013, Pletro Flords, Florida ®
Give our kids the wostd

i 27, 2¢nn, Elizabeth Johnson, Connecticut ® ald
American students need awarenass and knowledge of other cultuses, Indeed, we are a nation of "different cultuses.” Aside from the gaining of a perspective, students
may uitimately gain employment from forelgn Janguage and culture study. Qur new prasident Ts pushing diptomacy and talks with foreign {eaders. For Connecticut’s
students to ba competitive In thelr adult fives, they must have exposure to foreign languages within our public education system.
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fan 27, 2004, Mellssa Tafoya, Connecticut @ i

Jur 27, 20594, Carl Coelho, Connecticut @ i
Encouraglng children to study a forelgn Japguage and different cultures broadens thelr perspective,

Jan 27, 20u9, Crawford Elder, Connecticut ® Delzte
This countey 1s Insular engugh a5 it Is. Best way to get kinds te realize that non-US people are in soma ways different from us--and that that's GKi--Is to have kids learn

a forelgn language.

Jan 27, 20007, Lawren Mccombs, Connectlcuk@ D&tk
Forgeln Language study Is an opportunify for students to learn not only a language but a bit of the culture they zre stisdying. In this global economy and ever changing
ward it Is important for us to be able to undesstand each other In more ways than ore,

ran 2%, #0069, Toni Ryan, Connecticut ® Datzte

These Is stply no substitute for enceuntering culture, encountering our selves In time and place, for expanding minds and comprehending the nature of language and
communlcation than through the experlence of teaming a forelgn language, In the global arena, such expedenca Is crudial, and at the very l2ast a minimum of two
years' exposure to any language {¢classical or modern) will enhance one's "global literacy,” Connectick has been at the cutting edge in education before; let us net
reliquish our space there by diminishing the Importance of forelgn language education In relegating it to the margins of educaticnal experience.

Yoy ¢ 2, 2009, Clint Kennedy, Connecticut @ Defets

Jan 27, 200D, Anonymous, Hew York @ SRS

in today's globalised environment everyong i associated with muititingual personalities,ona way or the otherand are expected to cemmunicate effidently,effectively
and mutuatly:Language belng the powerful teo! for this communication,it Is one absolute requirement for everyone to know as many [angeages as possible not only--to
express one's views but aiso to understand others dearly;to know others’ cutture and make them know theirs;and to stay connected In 31l areas effectively; That wil be
a perfect stage of comfortness with darity.This Is becoming imperativa as today’s and future generation has a need to interact not Intemally but Intesnationatly.Hence
jeaming more forefgn languages Is very good and required.

Jan 294, 2049, Hannah Magnan, Connectlcut@ Dalota

Jan 24, 2009, Gina Caruccl, Connecticut ® Gelntn

dan 2, 20400, Willlam Stebbins, Connecticut @ i
We {lve [n a global community and high school needs te prepare students to exlst within it.

Jan 27, 2414, EmHy Griffin, Connecticut @ Bl

Jan 27, 2602, Kristin Moran, Connectlcul® X34
pan pr. 20002, Caltlin Harklns, Connecticut ® b

Jaw 27, 3203, Lawrence Squerl, Fennsytvanla@t‘c‘:ete
In a mufticuttural age, the study of & language is an excelient Introduction to a forelgn cutture. Besides, language study requires work and concentration, Language is
not a "gut® course.

e 27, 4004, Thalla Pandirl, Massachusetis @ aelele
Yen ¢, PNy, Lauren Forker, Connecllcut® D=iate

Jan 27, 2009, Todd Cunha, Connecticut ® btk
Piease share why a hiah school foreign Janguage requlyement Is Important to youl

fan XF 209, Anonymous, Connecticut ®l
tar. »7, 20049, Jerelyn Jehnson, Connecticut ® Freiste

pan 27, 20be, €d Goldberg, Connacticut & a1
Tt would be a shame to continue without the forefgn Jang requirement

lze b7 7230, Anonymous, Pennsylvania ® idere
Without knowledge of forelgn languages, American students will recelve an evea more jnsular education than the one they aftraady galn. They will not be able to face

2/22/09 10:52 PM




Reinstate the FL. High Schoo) Graduation Requirement - The Pet... http://www.thepelitionsite.com/ 1/languagesdlife

the challenges of a globalized woetd and provide Us corporations with the requirements of an Increasingly giebal workforce. It's already happening.

# 420: fan 17, 2009, Blna Cassarino, Connectient & nenes

# 419; ran 77, xiabv, Margaret R Higonnet, Connecticut ® Deleie .
It is important that American children take at Jeast two years foreign languages In high school In a global era, In order to prepare them for greater success in a
competitive International economy, In order to acquire the skills necessary te protecting national security, and In order e galn access 1o the jnternational fegacy of the
great world cultures. in Worldd War 11, American soldiers were protecied by the numbers of soldiers who spoke German, Itatian, French, Russlian and Aslan lanquages, as
welk 35 those who studied Intensively critical languages such as Japanese. In the business woild, the abllity to market, negoliate, and compete requires an
understanding of the target cultures as well as of international competitors. And it has been suggested that the acquisition of a second Janguage not only enhances
meatal agility along alternative paths of analysls bt has fong-lasting value, as can be seen In survivors of strakes who retain a second language {helping them rebuild
thelr verbal sklils). An understanding of other cultures and thelr languages is the basls on which chvilization itself Is bulit. Moreovar, the value of fanguage Instruction ls
enhanced further by its introduction in early chitdhood, when language acquisition is both stmpler and more parmanent. I strongly urge the [mplementation of bath
early childhood $anguages and a minlmum of two years In highsehool.

# 418: Ian 27, M40, Joseph Kavumpurath, Connecticut ® fstete

# 417 Ian 27, 20949, MIATELLO DANIELA, New York S oente
Analyzing skills, creativity, problem solving, abstract concepts Improve when students study a forelgn ianguage...many countdes around the wortd understand the
Imporiance of studylrg forelgn fanguage and that glves them adventages such as overseas business and jolnt ventures. Wikl our students be ready far the future
without acquisition of forelgn Janguages?

#416: tai 24, 2012, Kentwood Wells, Connacticut & zoe.
I have two daughters, one in Hiddle Scheot and one In high school. The older one studied Latin In Middle Schaol and switched to Spanish In High School, while the other
Is in French and will take Spanish in High Schoof. Both grew up fluent In Spanish because thelr mother i fram Colombla, but taking the courses are essential for
leaming grammar, writing skills, etc. Both of them will have two full years of language stugy in Middle Schook and four years In High School, 50 2 two-year graduation
requirement seems like a very low goal and certalnly the State should not drop below that.

#4151 Fon 27, 10017, Lawren Griswold, Connectlcut @ ik

#4414 ran 22, @i, Erlca Berg, Connecticut O cunee
¥ find It absurd that some peopla don't recagnize the importance of teaching languages and culture in our public school systems. As our students are from all different
ethnldties and cultures, It Is vital that we recognize and appreciate these. Teaching forelgn language Is more than the Janguage. It Is the culture, Cur countey Is far
behind others In its systems. Most students of other countrles graduate schools knowing three Janguages. They are taught these languages from the beginning, We

need to prepare our students for the fulure.
#413; sars ¥, 1009, Anenymous, Connecticut Opanate

#412; raav 27, 24609, Kelll Darrin, connecticut & et
Forelgn Language Is a very Important subject for all students to have, Being fuant in muitiple languages will epen numerous jeb opportunities and put bifingual
applicants ahead of thelr competitlon

#4112 3an 2%, 3004, Krista Burnham, connectiout O oo
As America becornes more and more of a melting pot of cultures, an understanding of one another’s languages Is vitat to communication, business, fostedng
relationships, and peace, Wa need to aliow chlldren to successfully communlcate In their owa worlds and in others’,

#410: res 2F, 2000, Lucinda Welss, Connecticut Qoo
Learning a foralgn fanguage Is essential to navigating the 21st century world. Removing the high schoot forelgn language requirement In Connecticut only ensures that
our students would be unprepared for professional employment or for engaglng with the rest of the world, Even those whose work seems far removed from the foreign
language fields - scientists, englneers, mifitary personnel, and businesspeopla - need exposure to other Cuitures and languages to be successfuk.

£ 409; ian 24, 01, Coleen Spurlock, Connecticut O b
Qur children, the future teaders of our country need a complete and proper education to be competitive In this global economy. Please relnstate the forelgn language

high schaol greduatien requirement in CTH

# 408: 2an 27, 26U, Lisa Mishriky, Connectlcut@ Selete
It had helped me Immensely!

#497: Yan 2, 2034, Joseph Hall, Connecticut ® Dratati

# 406: 1 #2, 7iro Monica Van Beusekom, Connecticut Suoa
The study of a forelgn language nat only provides us with an understanding of another culture but offers us new perspedtives on our awn culture, By opening QUr eyes
to the diversity of the woifd, wa are able te Imagine new solutlons to both local and global prottems,

# 405: siors 4, 20003, Elenl Coundouriotls, Connacticut & po1ore
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£ 404; 3an 27, 2004, Jennifer Fontanella, Connecticut ®= £
It Is so Important to realize that wa live In a globat cemmunity and our children will need to have bl-lingual status to effectively live and work in this community.

Language opens the door to oppostunities,

#403; 1ap 24, 20019, Cleo Rahmy, Connecticut ® [AYRE %

# 402: 255 27, 2007, ANGRYMBouUs, connecticut & veers
Learning a forelgn [anguage is not only an asset but a necessity in this day and age where businesses are faced by global cempetition. Abllity to coramunicate and
negotlate with forelan business partners Is more possibla when we are able to understand thair native languages.

#401: pro 3%, 20019, Anonymous, Connecticut Oroae
Forelgn Language knowledge Is Imperativa in 3 global soclety. In fact, the study of forelgn languages should begin in elementary school.
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Help our Connecticut State Representatives understand the importance of a
forelgn Yanguage high school geaduation requirement for all of Connecticul’s
children, A graduation requirement Is vital for our state’s economy and our
children’s future! Please sign our petiticn and fncfede your personal story.
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We signed the "Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requirement™ petition!

# 400:

# 399:

# 398

# 390

# 396;

# 395

# 394;

# 393:

#3972
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fan 27, 2000, Anonymous, connectlcut® iicte
As we move towards a more globat world, communication in a!l its aspects must be enhanced to ensure a unity as a people.

¥an 27, 100, Margaret Lamb, Connectlcut '@ frzlete
High school fanguage study Is esseabial for building competendies for living In a {inguistically diverse soclety and creating a deep understanding of how we begin to
commiinicate across difference in gur increasingly gfobalized worid,

Yo 27, 2040, Glen Macleod, Connecticut @: ot
forelgn language competence Is bacoming MORE, not fass Important in our Increasingly giebal econamy. It Is iresponsible io shortchange our high school students in
this shortsighted fashion. Give them the fanguage skills they need to succeed.

Taix 27, 2aal, Kathleen Pittman, Connecﬂcut@nﬁhfae

Sxn Fa, 70605, Wendy ). Glenn, Connedlcul@ it
The US Is not the center of the world.

s 27, 20000, Ed W, Hew York@t- et
In an ever increasingly global econcmy, it makes absolutely no sense that foreign language is belng made so difficult to take Ia high school and that the two-year
requirement Is being dropped. We dive In a lime of instant communication and rapid travel. We need to teach foreign fanguages now more than ever in order to stay
competitive with other countsies who valua language education. 1 agree that math and sclerce curriealums shoutd be made more rigerous, but this can be done within
the framework of existing courses. [t must not be dene a4 the expenss of foreign Janguage.

Jar 24, 4009, Catherine Safal, Connecticut @ Drlate
e should be Increasingly global and languages are a aritical aspect of the US continuing to be a global preseace. The citizens in so many other countries are

muititingual we need 1o step up net away from fanguage learning!
Yar k¥, 2604, Anonymous, New York ® frofens

Yaw 74, 300%, Anonymous, connecticut & arto
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¥ 3913 tan 22, 2069, Roberta Gordensteln, Connecticut O
Studeats need to know another fanguage te funciion In today’s global economyl

# 390:; dan 2/, A00DD, Anonymous, Massathuseits ® PANE O
1n an increasingty glebal economy it Is important to have forelgn Ianguages taught to children,

# 388 1 27, 00% Linda Levack Datpe, Connectlcut Qrtorn
The NEA research findings repeatedly show that the study of Janguage improves higher order, abstract and creative thinking, helps students score higher on
standardized tests, enhances career oppertunities, promotes cultural awareness and competency, improves chances of cotlege acceptance, achlevement and attainment,
and benefits understanding and security In our community and society as a who'e, Across the state the mission statements of gur school districis clalm to prepare our
students to become “responsible global citizens®, The failure to include the study of language In the seform plan diminishes our ability to prepare our future generation
to actively participate competitively In this "flal world”, forever changed by technology, As Bernd Debusmann, 8 Reuters columnist states "language is not gnly a means
of communication, it s a window inte the mind of other people and a key to thelr culiure.” How will we ever have peace In this world, whea we don't require the study
of another language and tultura? A two year high schoo! requirement fer tha study of forelgn language should be seen as a minimum! It Is essential to re-examine the
teform plan, and re-Instate foreign language as a core requised subject.

# s rib 22, 2067, Sarah Winter, connecticut & oz
With an Increasingly globalized economy, Conaecticut high schook graduates witl find themselfves at a severe disadvantage if they fack foretgn language fluency.
Decreasing the forelgn language reguirement for high school graduation Is a shortsighted and mistaken policy.

a8 3an 77, #U09, Anonymous, Connecticut O ootote
How can we expect children to compete in a gfobal market if they have no understanding of other languages? Removing this requirement diminishes the world outiook
of our young people, and minimizing the importance of the languages of cther countries and cultures perpetuates tha stereotype that Americans think we are better
than everyone else on the planet. Keep foreign languagel

#386: Jan 27, 10iv, Joseph Tinnel, Connecticut & r 1z

# 385 Jan 2/, 20417, Jason Courtmanche, Connecticut O tewere _
The state's plan ca'ls for globat education and yet exdudes world Janguages. Do the folks who eliminated workt language from tha reguirements understand what lrony
is?

#1384 Yas 2P, 20079, Kerry Bystrom, Connedicut@f;‘v:n!v

As a college prefessor Invested In the project of helping students become global citizens, T know how kmportant learning 3 second language In high school is to
improving America's future. Cotlege is oo late for many students to learn Lhls important skill Lhat will give thern access to other cuftures ard an understanding of
Amerlca's place in 2 larger world,

# 383 tapy 27, 2004, vincenza Graham, Hew York ® Livtele
{earing a Forelgn Language let’s our students compete with the world around them...

# 382 1x0 27, 2400, Davita Glasberg, Connecticut & oo
In 2n increasingly globalized economy, environment, political and culturel world, it Is incumbent upon us to prepare our children as best as possible to function in jt.
without forelgn Janguage Instruction, we as a nation will become more unable to understand and work with the rest of the world, and thus run the danger of hecoming
more marglnalized, Al other industrialized and post-industrial nations require thelr chitdren Lo know at least 2 languages; without a fanguage requirement we will be
sorely out of step, Moreover, by 2050 the US population will be more diverse than ever, with many more languages spoken In addition to English. If our chlidren are to
be adequately prepared to be productive citizens they will need to be able to cemmunkate In more than just English.

# 381: fan 22, 4999, Michael Meyer, Connectlcu\@[::—fu:t

# 360 ran 37, 2809, tharles Mclachlan, United Kingdom LO TN
#379: ran 22, 204y, Anonymous, New York O e

# 378: Fan 27, *1i0, Karthlk Devarajan, Massachusetts@ Dbt

Because we should accept tha changes occurring in our country, Father than chopsing to be stubborn and fgnorant. KD

# 377 3un 27, 2204, Michaels Bertolottl, Connecticut & vt
Languaga learning early In life is VERY important because it stimulates the bratn in 2 certaln way that Is not possible anymore once a child becomes an aduli, It has
been shown that children who are exposed to fareign languages at an early age on average perform better In schoal and college than their menotingual peers. Also,
learning foseign fanguages opens opportunities to children ko fater study, work and or live o foreign countries, an extremely enriching experience that I have personally
enjoyed very much and that [ hope many of today's chitdren witl hava in the future. Learning languages alse helps teasn about the customs and traditions and the
culture in the target country, Campased to Europe, the US performs poorly In ofering foreign fanguage fearning In pullic schools. Let's not step back, let’s step forward
and make language fearning available to ALL chitdsen in public schoglsit Michaeta Bertolotti

# 376 $am 26, 200%, Anonymous, Connecticut O vetere
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# 374

#3373
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# 371y

# 370;

# 369

& 368

# 367

# 366

# 363:

# 364

#3631

#362:

# 361:

# 360:

# 359

# 358:
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ran 38, 2609, Jordano Quaglia, Connecticut @ Dotete

High School Language Education having influence in my livefihood Is not the primary concern of myself, 1 believe that the next step for ai students on having & chance
to know the world and other peaplas of the world Is to have a chance to learn other peoples’ lanquages and cultures te increase world's tolerance, compassion and
commen ground In lifting 2 from ignorance by sharing our common humanlty. Comunlcation and the Intent to communicate does that.

3z ifs, 200i%, Etke Hoppenbrouwers, Connecticut ®{n tote
Every person should be exposed to another [anguaga besides ones mother tongue. By studylng a forelgn language we learn about ancther countey, its culture and its
peopte, which will make us mose open minded, tolerant citizens of the werld.

Fan 24, Mugh, fichard Prager, Connectlcut ®C+!e:|=.

yan 26, 7605, Willlam Verdill, Connecticut & tete
1 began teaching forelgn languages In 1973, and it has been a privitege - t have led groups of students to the countrigs whose fanguages I've taught them, and to see
them grow In thelr abitity to communicate to so many peopfe has been & blessing.

ran 24, 2063, Luelano Racco, Connecticut @ Lrlete

The study of world languages Is imgortant for the understanding of different cultures and our abllity to fairly and effectively communicate with other peoples around the
globe. Qur image as a trusting and fair leader in the eyes of the world has somewhat been tamished in the last 8 years malnly because of our lack of understanding of
cther cultures. In @ world that Is getting smaller by the day and a world economy that s Increasingly interdependent, it Is lmperative that we continue our efforts te get
to know our frends and foe a fot better, By eliminating or Jimiting our students' exposuse to the study of both world fanguages and gultures we're only achieving to build
a wa' of Isolation around us, 1t's a backwards ldea. Please, reconsider,

1oy 26, 2aas, Stephante Puchesneau, Connecllcut® Beiile

In aur global society It is imperativa that students speak other languages and that they learn about other ultures and how peaple from other backgrounds view the
world. In order to progeess not only as a society but as 3 world that Is becoming economkaity Interdependent we must build understanding and networks, We continue
10 read article aftar article in which Americans are left behind ¢r cause problems due 1o lack of communication or knowledge of a people, It 5 tima to change this. In
many other countries people learn to speak two or thiee Janguages. When we will ever learn that we wilt not be the "center of the universe® forever

Jan ¥n, 200, Gregory Semplice, Connecticut Soaire

Yors 20, 2G0Y, ANORYMOUS, Conne:tlcut® {rotote
A lot of human services jobs are logking for bitingual people (o hire becausa a lot of peaple they deal with speak another Janguage other than Engtish and they need
peaple 1o translate and work with Ehese Individeals,

an 24, 2089, Lols Hines, Connectlcut ®
Of course there shoutd be a minimum bwo year requirement of forelgn Janguage study In high scheolt Fim surprised that this Is even belng debated. We have more
internationat opportunities than ever before; why on earth would we want to limit our students by not requiring high schoal forelgn language study?? That seems a litide

backwards...

Tapr 23, 20009, Christopher Clark, Connecticut @ i

Jew 36, 3605, Anna @, Cafare, Massachusetts & nocte

#1534, Cordelia Zukerman, Connecticut @ ph

Yuay M,

1aa o6, 2004, Michael Crotta, Connecticut ®

Fony 26, 20u9, Apna Marla Glufire, New York @ 0
1n the global world we are living today, language plays an important rofe In people's lives, Te be able to communicate in a forgeln language and bridge the gag is

priceless

Faws 25, IO, Nicholas Pukstas, Connectlcut® Sevalp

Faa 3 2009, Delrdre Savarese, Massachuseils@

Fan 21, 20060, Anonymous, Connecticut Oue

Rk 20, F030, Anonymous, Vermont O b

High School language classes are essental, The world Is smalfec and we need to be able to appreciate other cultures. The way we are Is how we express ousselves. I am
bilingual English/French, Without high-schiook French [ woutd not have met my husband white working In Switzeiland. He was able to come here, The US we needed
nudear physicists at that time. If we reach out te others our lives are enriched and ouf culture and ecanomy grow by leaps and bounds. Hew can anyone ever think of
removing the Forelgn Janguage requirement? { wou'ld fike to hear your reasoning for this.
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1am 24, J00Y, Anonymous, New Vork@ Laotata

ran 7, a009, Alana Bordewleck, Connecticut ® &
Learning a forefgn Janguage not only sharpens the intellect, broadeas the mind and provides understanding of other cultures but alse may facilitate peace and
recegnizas we are patt of a globat econemy and dtizens of the world, I cannot fathom why such a requirement would be £liminated now of all times, Please keep it im,

Vi ¥6, E00¥, Anonymeus, Connecticut ® Lelete

Jmi #h, 2042, Anonymous, Connecticut O ietate
1 have told my students for years that | challenge them to come up with a career, trade or profession that cannot be enhanced by knowing anether language, especially

Spanlsh, The shrinking world demands of us that we discard the Monroe Doctrine attitude and climb on board to join the rest of the countries In multd lingualism....

ras 26, »oot Lauren Pinzka, Connecticut ® Delets

Besides the fact that 2earning another language Is one of the best ways Lo learn English grammar, foreign language acquisition is an essenlial past of modern life. We
live In an interconnected world and to be multilingual is to show respect for and to enter Into the mindset of other cultures. How better to promote world peace than 1o
promete the understanding of other cultures? Eearning another language penmits untald adventures in travel, reading, and generat Intellectual awareness. It has added
50 vary much ta my fife and yet | know that without requlrements, many students will not rise to the chalienge.

1ai 26, 2009, ANGNYIMOUS, Connectlcut@ Cricte
Qur country wiil only be well served by our citizens being aware, In this shrinking world of Increased communications, that knowledge of at least one fanguage other
than one's mothes tongua Is ESSENTIAL ko human undarstanding and cooperation.

Tap 26, 2069, Ingrid L. Mueller, Connecticut ® Daieta
In grder to be competitive in kha global market place, our students must fearn other languages. We cannot be so arrog2nt as 1o expect everyone to leam Engtish, By
Iearning a foreign fanguage, we learn to understand another culture, furthering the goal of world peace,

voni .
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Help our Connecticut State Representatives uaderstand the Impoitance ofa
foreion language high school graduation requirernent for all of Cenneclicut's
children. A graduation requirement is vital for our state's economy and our
children's futurel Please sign our petition and Include your personal stary.
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Thank youl You signed at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2009
You can do morel Show me more petitions »

We signed the "Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requirement"” petition!

# 350;

# 349:

# 3487

# 347:

# 346;

# 345:

# 344

Jau 24, 2040, Angela Proto, Connedicut@ Dalcta

Being exposed to leasning a forelgn language is an absolutely essential past of education. Although many students may go on In tife to find the statement “If you don't
use R, you lose It” tnze about the study of forelgn language, their educatlon experience in high schock wilk still have only been complete through the exposure to
gifferent languages and different cuttures. We five in a global sodaty, 1€ we do not start training our yourg people from an early age to appredate the study of other
languages and to embrace the cultures of other countries, we are breeding an academic ground where global culture wilt not be appreciated, Don't cheat the future of
our country aut of Ehe skifls they need in our shrinking workd.

Jap 26, 300, Angela Tauro, Connecticut @ Q2mte

Yan e, 7000 Michela Knlght, Connecticut @ [T
1n this me of globahzation it seems totally superfious to have Yo explala why we need to be fluent In a forelgn lehguage,

tan 243, 2004, Marfe-Agnds SQURIEAU, Connecticut O e

Ian &, 20079, Martina Luke, Conneclicut® Delete
Languages and intar-cuitural campetences are the most Important tols for a global world. It Is Ircesponsible ta distegard these facis +++ thereby harming the future af

the generations Lo come,

Jen 26, 206%, Jacqueline R. Proto, Connecticut Q vette

The abliity to communlcation is not simply a verbai skili In one's own language. In today's world, the worid wlde web is linking people of varlous cultures & languages. It
is to the benefit of all Americans that they learn a second language, thus broadenlng thelr connection to the wider globat community, as well as increasing thelr
personal scores on SAT exams and the fike. Hore Math & Sdenca In place of Language? Mot necessary...just Joak 2t the college students now excelling in epgineering,
medicine, computer sclence, ete, But Language? AR, that 1s how the world learns to communicate those yvery Meas of Math & Sclence. Of course, doat forget Wesid
Peace, often ferged by people of differing cultures who seek to fearn & submerse themselves In each other cultures.. because we really do have common goals. tet's
keep it that way. Keap the Language Engina moving!}

Jane 25, 300l Lesley Lajole, Massachusetts @ Fielete

To Whom 1t May Concern, in today's era of glabal communlcation, 1 find it absolutely 2maging that Incivicuals within the fleld of education would question, or morze to
the point disregard, the validity of studying a forelgn language. For those Individuals not aware of the statistical data, numerous Independent research studies have
been conducted on the posiive affects of forelgn language fearning. Whether one chooses to gamer the Informeation wia ACTFL, MFLA, or the bnited States Depastrnent
of Education, i is clear that students with a farelgn language background perform Far beyond thelr counterparts in aft areas of academic achievernent. Whether students
are exposed le treditlonat Roamnce Languages or other popular Janguages of the decade, there Is mounting evidence as to Improved speaking, comprehension, and
erltical thinking skills. These skills are not only invaluable for other academic areas, hut aiso for tests [ike the ACT, SAT or other achlevernent tests, Additionally,
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students of forelgn Janguage are proven to further their language learning throughout college andfor the professional sector. I am a perfact example of a student who
furthered her foreign fanguage education [n order Lo teach the fanguage 1 jove. In summation, the approach 1o Improved education In our country is net to hatk away 2t
the very foundations of our field. Gae must look for 3 loglcal appsoach In offerelng ous chiidren a verled, yat educaticnally charged curriculum that stimutates all
leaming types. Therefore, cutting curricula like muslc, sports, the arts, and NOW forelgn fanguage just reiterates why our cauntry remains non-competitive with the sest
of the world. Time to stop throwing the baby out with the bath walter falksl

Tan A0, 2099, Cristina Guinazu, ConnedtcutG RS
Learning a forelgn language In high schoof Is the best way to comprehend diversity, and respect cuttures that differ from ouss, Tt 1s alsa 2 wonderful way to enrdch young
minds by glving them the tools to express themselves using a different linguistic system.

Ine 26, 2009, Carole Rothschild, Connecticut ® Lelate
A student who knows at feast bwo fanguages Is better prepared for the future.

A 145, 2004, Anonymous, Cennecticut ® Ficfete

Fany o, 2600, Latra DAuUHS, Connectlcut® [REHI

Gur economy is Increasing In number, and ali residents of the country come from 2 different background, English Is still a primary language, but there are students n
schools who do not understand English because they have come to the US In order to recetve 2 better education along with a better life. Ellminating foreign ianguage
from high schoats will Eurthar eliminate it from all school tevels making it difficult for any student 1o further grow in their understanding of the econamy and the wosld
argund them, 1 am blessed by being teillngual, and becaming a teacher, this will help me so much more than just English ajone. Everyone wili be faced with a job offer
in ancther tity or country where English is not speken primarily, so why should we rob students of the opporunities to have more than one door open for them?

Jen 36, 2009, Violet Sims, Connecticut ®0v%‘m
The ELS. Is In a dire economut ¢risls, and Forelgn countsies are taking this as an cpportunity. Fhey are galning on us, and in some cases surpassing us In terms of
economic growth. In order for the £.5 to compete on a global scale, our students need to become famiftar with anether language and cultura, Othenvise, we are dolng

the entire nation a disservice.

tan 26, 24013, Marta Laboy, Connecﬂcut@ s

Jan 26, 2060, Amy Souza, Hlinols ® D
e simply cannot close our eyes te the Increasing globalization of the wostd,

Yan xi, 35403, Stefanla Marzane, connectlcut®1\—!-=3r-

Yas 36, 1309, Laurla Kopec, COnneclIcutG B >
Learnlng f.f. open doars 2nd minds. It alse increases vocabulazy and improves SAT scores. 1t prepares the next generation for the competitive world economy it is
facing. Removing the Fi. requirements Is hangicapping public school students, especially students from fow income family, Please, remove the fluff and a% the expensive

programs that are not working {sex & drug ed.}, but keep the FEI

Tan d, JOGY, AROnymous, Connecti:ut@ [rafaqe

The world is Increasinly globat and if we want our country to keep up then our chiléren need to tearn foreign Janguages. Leamning forelgn language 1s not onfy learning
how to speak another danguage. The most important aspect of farelgn fanguage fearming Is learning about ether cultures, tearning to appreciate and understand
differences. We must teach our thildren that cther cultures are Fich, Important, and have something te teach us. We must teach forelgn languages. We rob our children
of the opportunity to Jeasn about others and of tha chaace to be globai citizens In a world that is increastngly small,

tan 2n, 2unh, Eyle Undemann, Connecticut @ Fistute

I had three years of Spanish In an academically rigorous high schook, By the time 1 got to college, 1 was In upper divislon Spanish dases. My zbliity to speak Spanish
has opened many job epportunities to me, including employment at Yale end oppartunities to teach and leamn In fatin countries, 1t has also helped me to develop
friendships with people with whom I might not have atherwise beea able to communicate, In short, it has made 2l the difference.

fan 26, 200y, Martha Wallach, Maryland & pri=
In this age of globaYization, we are doing our students a disservice, by not réquiring a foreign language for hglgh schoo! graduation, | taught German and Pefishat CCSY
was aciive In their exchange progrms, 2nd saw my students profit profesianally fromthese gppartunities,

326 26, 2007, Catherine Lablo, Connecticut ® [N

In-depth knowledae of foralgn cultures Is essential in today’s complex globai economy and politics, This regulres the mastery of forelgn languages. Eliminating the
forelgn language graduatlon requirement sends the Wrong signal to children, Hore Importantly, it will weaken thelr ability to functlon effectively In the global economy
and te make Informed decislons as Amerlcan Gtizens regarding Intemnational issues.

Yan 26, 200173, Elizabeth Mahan, Connectfcut@i_ -
Language study is a gateway to giobal competence. 1t Is a foundation on which knowledge of other cultures can be bullt, Eliminating the high school graduation
language regulrement wiit deprive Cennecticut students of an Important epportunity to build knowledge and skills they will need to work In an Increasingly alobatize
ECORDMY.

Y b, 21109, Martina BI Florlo Gula, Connedicul@ Eealatyr
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ran 26, ZORY, AROnymous, Connecllcul® [EELS

3en 26, 7005, Catherine Wilson, Connecticut &
My whole Tfe changed because of my forelgn lanquage ciasses In high school, Without them, [ would neves have travelled or done what I have dene. Please keep the

requirementi
yeay 23, 26, Frida Moreltl, Connacticut G‘ Bl

Jan 36, A, Patricia Bell, Connedicut® Qalale

Presently, and In Bmes o come, the develepment of knowledge of werld languages and cuktures is more imporiant than everl How antiquated Is the view that the
teaching of worid cultures and thele languages NOT be mandatory for 2H students? How wiil our American children compete glabally? Without the epportunity to learn
world languages and cultures In school, generations of American students to come witt be at a disadvamage.

L 20, 2047, Marie-Line Bruhl, Conne:licut® et

In a world that has become so much mose glabal, it is imperative that American students know more than thelr ewn fanguage and undesstang cultural differences, It
should not ba an option or a luxury to study a language or twoll We are dofng a disservice to our chidren and this country If we don't embrace the teaching of forelgn
languages/cuitures In high schogk.

la 26, 2ou4, Annelles Venus, Connecticut ® iralete
Yo 26, 2610, Danfefa De paw, Pennsylvania ® oate

ar 26, 1009, Carolina Gengo DI Domenfco, Hew York @ (ralzte

Elliminating forelgn 3znguage study from the high school curriculim is 2 huge and irresponsible mistake, Educators shou'd be INCREASING exposure to other janguages,
not DECREASING itl Our global economy depends on our abliity to communlcate without hindarances. Denying high schook students the oppostunity to be muité-
fanguage users Is denying them khe opportunity 1o compete efectively In the work-feice. Do nat deny them this vital advantagel

Jen 28, puin, Marc Douguet, Conne:licut® [SEET

Yare 26, 2609, Lisa Boyle, Connectlcul® SR 5
Having & high school forelgn language requirement helps establish our department’s validity withta the school system. Therefore students/parents/admialstration will
take our depariment and ur work more seriously.

Jan 20, 200, Sarinda Wilson, Connecticut @ (SRR B
languages open doors, break down barriers and help foster peace and understanding. Don't minimiza their Impestance. our kids need French, too - for fulure careers In
health, travelling to istands and French speaking African countries(former French/Belgtan colonles) , thanks

san 26, 200% Antoenia Michelsen, Connecﬁcut® Delete

If we want our children to be competive with the rest of the world, we need to start early to get them ready. By studing a forelgn lenguage they nok onty lear how 1o
speack It, but they also learn about thelr culture and thelr people. Qur kids need to know that the rest of the world does not see things the way we do, Theese are some
of the reasens, but there Is many more, | hope our educators take a second ook, before they t2ke us back to the 50°s

Jan 36, 2602 Larry Porco, Hew York © ot

n a multi-cultural world with ease of access to other countries via trage, travel, and communication, there should be no questlon ¥ having Amersican students learn
other Janguages besldes Engtish In high school {and elementary school}. As @ matter of fact, English shoutd be a requirement for those that are net only foselgn born
wanting to stay here, but 2!so to those that were born here and grew up in an Amerlcan community whose primary language on the streets Is not spoken £nglish, l.e,

Enqlish used as the official USA fFanguage.
Fan 28, 2oy Victorla Tegnozzi, Callfernfa @W“—!*

Yam 36, 2007, Kevin CAREY, Connecticut & nerse .

In world where globalization Is the cbvious trajectory, where the economic, sodal, cultural implications for fulure generations are implict i the learning 2 second {and
dare | say third or fourth} language will determina success, shouid not a primary focus In the educational objectives of 3 nation which wishes to centinue it's hegemony
of Influence be that of second fanguage requirements In both primary and secondary ciassroems? The earning of 2 seccnd language is not only a sidfi measured in oral
communication but that of cufturat es well, How do we regain respect In the world with 2 18th and 19th century aititude of finguistic tmperialism? Qur fack of
communkatlon has brought very negative repercussions In the glebal community. An Ameritan peopte conversant In the language and cuiture of other natlons can anly
strengthen our position in the glebal community.

Jaw M, 000, ANONYMOUS, Connedltul@ Crlele

Forelgn language study Is absolutely necessary given tha global world that we are fiving In. for Connecticut students to be competitive In khe workplace {and even In
college admissions), forelgn language study must cemain part of the school's curiculum. Moreover, tha study of forelgn languages develops critical skills and helps
students to use thelr own language more skiffully, I really tearned English grammar through learning tatin and French grammar,

Yan Fs, 2o, Barbara Dlew, Brazil ® Ex
Language and how we communicate both reflect and affect one's worid vlew - they reveal and sometimes refnforce how one parcetves, Interprets and thinks about the
world. The knowledae of a forelgn language does not only expase Us te other structures and systems of meanings which expand our awareness al the world, but alse
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allows us 1o better Identify and place our own perceptions as we relate them to these cther patterns of experlence. A monalingual, mano-cuiturat educational modal
reproduces a hegemonic view of the world relnforcing an inflexible, insensitive and arregant stance which denles the possibility of understanding the other.

#3112 Jan 25, 2609, Mary alice Mora, Colorade Orpece
WE five in a werld-wide economy and our students need to speak more than just English

# 310 ian 24, 200%, Annabella Donato, Connectlcu\@
Forelgn Languages shouli be a requirement fot only at the high school fevel-but beoinning in eary elementary fevels as well, Ve are a global soclety-iike it of not-our
children deserve every possible opportunity ko be able to communleate and function as educated and Informed human beings.

# 203 Fan 2y, 2000, Betsy Guala, Conpecticut LR

# 308:; Jan 26, JU0Y, Sara Prattson, Connectlcul@ frelete
Having worked for both an industeal corperation (United Technolgles) and the health care Industry for a combined 23 years, speaking Spanlsh was Invatuable to
performing the dutles of my position. ln dealing with a large Latine poputation, | was able to communicate effectively with thase Individuals with fraited English, but
also gain the trust of those whe valued being spoken to in their native language. This knorledge made me more marketable In an Increasingly globat envirenment as
weill. I want my children to be abie to do s0 25 well.

# 307 Jan 26, 1009, Jetf Futch, Florida @ etwte
1 took French in High Schoot and it enriched my life tremendousiy,,, it taught me about a diffacent culture, and even to this day I remember much of what I learned... I
think even more Imporiant would be to fequire at least 2 years of spantshe.,. t's the most widely spoken fereign Fanguage in the united states... (F wish I had taken that
as well}

# 306; Saw 75, 7009, Heather McChesney, West Virginia & petet,
1am a high school English teacher [n West Virginia. It Is Important to teach ous students new languages, By doing so they are elso learning about different cwitures.
This promates tolerance, Keep teaching laguages and cuitures; keep teaching tolerancet

# 305; les d, 2003, Anonymous, Connecticut O paare .
It's just important for people to leasn to speak another language and appreclate the cultura that language comes from, Plaln 2nd simple.

# 304: Jau #2004, HARILYN BOLTON, Tennessee [N TR
# 303 3an ri, 2609, Arfella Lang, New York O ponrs
#2302 Yan zé, 2099, Deborah Plrrucclo, koulslana LTI

Learning Janguages can help people te learn more about other cuitures and how to better appreciate them. 1 aso bellave that today Is vital to nelp our children to grow
up In a soclety that provides several kKinds of programs, particulady high scheok, In which is possible to learn not oaly different languages but also their cultures,

# 301: Yats 25, 20429, Kendall Gibsen, Florida ® Delets
How could anyone think this Is a good Jdea? Not only does it expose students to cuitures other than our own, It better preperes them for future schootiag and for the Job
industry, Some grammar points are better understood through another language, for example. And considering the Job market today, It Is aimost NECESSARY to be
bliingual. It allaws peopte to communicate with more people, 10 travel and not be stuck making aver-exaggerated gesfures in aitempts to be understood,
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foinsiate the FL High School Graduation Roguivremoent g 1000

Target: The Connecticut General Assembly
Sponsored by The Zonnectios Couacit of Languaan feaones
Help our Connecticut State Representatives understand the importance ofa
foreign fanguage high school graduation requirement for ait of Connecticut's
children. A graduation requirement Ts vital for cur state's econemy and our
children’s future) Please siga our petition and include your personal story.
768
signaturas!

petition overview | i

Rt Bacsara? g ool

Thank youl You signed at 2:07 M PST, Jan 21, 2009
You can o morel Show me more petitions »

We signed the "Reinstate the FL High Schoo! Graduation Requirement” petition!
# 300: fan 26, 1007, Anonymous, New York [T
the study of a language, such as [tatian, enhances the entire [earning experience. Moreover, in 2 workf that Is centainly "global® in nature, a graduating student entering
college, needs alt of the learning ammunition to move on to greater academic heights, The study of a forefgn language enables a student graduate from college to then
have additional cholces as to careers and jobr positions, here (n the USA and abroad. From a pure pedagogical standpoint, the study of a foreign language “rounds out”®
the entire learning from middle school thru colleglate study.

# 299 Jan 23, 1469, Wolfgang Adolph, Florida O G
Although I 8m not a resident of Connecticut, 1 would Tike to strongly urge the Connecticut Generaf Assembly to relnstate the Ft High Schoo! Graduation Requirement. In
these economicaily hard dmes it |s especially Important that future generation ¢an compete on the world markets, and one advantage is to be able to communicate In

the language of the target market. Repecifully, Wolfgang Adolph

# 298: szn 2B, 7049, Anonymous, connecticut & ourzte

# 297 day 26, 3000, Alison P. Schleffer, Connecticut O tare
# 296 e 2, 2054, Glulla Cardillo, Connectlcut@{?ele!e

# 295: Yan 16, 2069, Selh Dickens, Italy O vatas

why teach languages? thmm.. s0 that T can speak to any of the rest of the non-English speaking world? Seems obwious to mel

# 194: 2aa pn, i, Silvia Vatisa, Florlda Ounutors
The knowledge of forelgn languages and cultures helps each and every person to appreciate the diversity we live in, and te Increase the toferance and open-mindedness
we expect of the citizens of the 215t cankury. Please do not let the Forelgn Language requirement drop from Connecticut high schoot graduation requirement. Languages
are doors onto different worlds, but they also dramatically enhance every person's refationsnip with one's own cutture, They can help shaping an identity that is
undesstanding, open to change, and richer from every polnt of view.

#293: . jan v, 7007, Anonymous, Connectlcut O pewte
An Individual shou'd have a right to pick which Janguage they feel is important especialiy with regards to their heritage. With a global environmet we need to be able to
understand and comumicate more effectively
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Jan e, 2009, Alessandro Parisl, Connecticut ® Datate

1in 76, 2009, Marfe-Clalre Rohlnsky, Connecticut ® Dtate
Please share why a hlgh school foseign language requifement is important to you! Leaming world languages should be required more than ever at ali leve!s of
education, to prepare our children to communicate and understand the surrounding worfd. American Isolationism, linguistic and commercial arrogance are no longer the

e, 1tis a question of survival for our chlidren.

Tan 26, Juty, Anonymous, Rhode Island ® o
iiw ra. 2039, Anonymous, Connectlcut@ THefeie

Tasy 26, A2, Anenymous, Connectleut ® elets

1t Is crucial that WL be a grad'n requirement at the HS, There should be a continuum of growth and development from Elementary/middle schoo! fanguage Instruction->
university level language, This will not only strengthen WL curriculum, it will make students reatize the importance of taking WL as serfously as other graduztion
requirement courses, WL prepares students for diplomacy In the future With our ever shrinking world, it witi become essential to hava a strong command of a second

fanguage

Jgin 2 2uiy, Lorl Bavison, Connecticut ® Qeinke
1t’s a global werid and a global economy. America needs to stop becoming an insular, monotingual sockety, Most of the sast of the wosld's peoples speak at least 2

languages, if not more. Let's not leave our children behind!!
a1, 24367, Anonymous, Connecticut O cenie

Jan iy, 266%, Wanda S Radetti, New York ® Tisigte
The world Is "smatler”, the only borders are the dilfarent languagas that sepasate us.... fet us make the borders meeting places for undesstanding and mind expansion

that Jead to peace and respect for ail.
Jan 24, 2409, Christine Swan, Connecticut @ olete

Jan 26, 2607, Danlel Felger Caner, Connecticut ® Gotetn

1 teach undergraduates at UConn and am highly aware how many are unabla not only to speak or read a forelgn language, but unzble to recognize nuance or In thelr
own language. Although these become college graduates, they are not competent either to do work that involves foreign partnerships, aor dealings with complex texts
(Le., law), This Is mainly a hlgh school problem: college Is a place to peifect one's fanguage skills, not to begin them for the first time. Conpecticut students must not
be denfed or discouraged from acqulring such basic skils; there is a real danger that €F will become just another parochlal Y5 economic, backwater.

oy M MnI, Anonymous, New Yerk @ fraizta

Fan Z6, 20049, Alfan Scheer, Connecticut @ Letele
In a Global Economy, knowledge of a second fanguage is very importent.

Fay 76, 2000, Angeta Buzzelli, Connndlcul@ Dotots

Many of ous students only get to know about other cuitures through language studies, It glyas them 2 sense of understanding a5 10 why other people act and readt as
they do. In view of our present crisis, would we want to be the only ¢ountry that does not prepare our studeals to face the g'obal job markets? What chance wilt our
future employees have agalnst forelgn job markets that prepare thelr students a4 an early young age to learn and speak not one hut several forelgn languages by the
time they enter high school? For the past fifteen years, | have been accompanying high scheol students ke European countries in the summer, Our students always
comment on how much better the Europeans speak our language. Instead, we truly have to wosk hard to understend those Janguages because many of us have only
begun to study it in the high schocl, ket us not give our students another reason to lag bebind other countries because of their fack of understanding of other cultures
and languages, We need to give our students the oppartunity to be equal if not better than othe¢s and not give them one more reason to fait in the giobal Job markels.
Please consider the ramification to cur children's® future before you cemmmit this travesty. Sincerely, Angela Buzzelli

Yan 23, ol Allison BiCicco, Connecticut Soere

130 26, 209, Lourdes Eckstein, Connecllcu!@ Celete
1 feel it Is Imperative In this day and age that amesican chlldren fearn a farelgn language. We need to have a requirement at the High Schoot level for this.

Yari 25, 004, Banlela Silvestri; Connecticut ® Gatete
Even though wa ara first world nation, we are LACKING in our education of workd languages. Taking away the HS FL requirement will put us farther behind, Languages

and cultural understanding Is the key combination i we wish to continue to be respected globally.

fan b, iy, Erkn Barkin, Conneclicut ®

Jan 26, 20Ny, Rosanne MNatale O'Hara, Connecticut ® Dt
Our childrén must learn to communicate to and with others in the vord. Thank you
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¥ 24 Yan xf, 380Y, Stefania Kohler, Hew Jersey O s

#2793 bad 20, 2009, Nancy Hanson, Connecﬂcul® PR
As Americans, we need to compete globally. In Europe, most studeats speak 2 or 3 languages. To do away with foreign language requiremenis in the US is
unconscionable, 1t is our duty, as educatess, to give our students the communication tonts ta work with,

# 272 fan 20, 2019, Paula Greenfield, Connactieut &t
In a global economy it s Important that all be able to communicate with each other. Our future will be at an extreme disadvantage if we can't undesstand gther cultures
and speak their language, It Is, therafore, important that we offer forelgn fanguages to our students {n high schoal.

#2714 Jan b, 20GH, Anonymous, Connecticut Do

#2701 Yoo 256, 2002, Francls Embardo, Connecticut G‘ Celpie
| have been a forelgn language teacher for 39 years and ca2nnot tell you how many times former students have told me they wished they had continued gn in Spanish
or Italian so they could better communicate in the workplace. Since I a'so teach at a community callege, I can atiest to the tremendous number of third generatin
students who want to learn the language of thelr heritage.

# 269; T 24, 2009, Anonymeus, Germany St

# 266 Ian 25, i, Christa Lindsey, Califomla®mw-:-::+
T wenk to high schoot In CT {E.O. Smith High} and have found l2nguage skills I {eamed then Incredibly helpful not enly professionatly {as there ara many mere jobs open

to people who are bilingual} but it prepared me academlcatly for my degree at a UC

«

# 267: iz 25, 00, Jill Levine, Connecllcul@l
Working as an Interpreler In CT courts, [ see how valuable it is te be able to work and travel with an in-depth knowledge of mere than one Janguage. | see how persons

who know only one language can be more easily manipufated, victimized, or have fewar educational and career options.

# 266: jan 2%, 200, Marilyn Lynch, Connecticut Cuiwe
It Is Impartant for the pure Insight of education. But it Is also Important te keep Americans competitive and engaged In the rest of the viorid. Just for econemic and
globat issues, World Languages should be started in 1st grade. Thank goodness my daughter's school system does khis,

# 2§5: Tai 2%, Ft, Anonymous, Florida ® Telete

#264; Yan 35, 2004, Claudio Scarpelli, Connecticut Q potore
Young peogle need to know a forelgn Janguage and culture ko better understand the modern world we fiva In,

# 263: ¥an ¥%, 26030, Carmen Merolla, Massachuseits® frats
To fearn a forelgn languaga doesn't just mean 1o Jearn a bunch of grammar rules in another fanguage. It means o Opeh up kids' minds, to show them gifferent reafities,
to make them eager to know mose and to enhance thelr Interest In different cuitures. it means te help kids becoma better prepared professionals. Let American kids
leasn & foretgn Janguage, They will no longer be victim of the old joke that says khat a trilinguat Is a person who can speak three languages, a bilingual is a persen who
can speak two languages and a monolingual is an American. This Is Incredibly sad.

# 262 b 2%, 20U, ARORYMOUS, FlurldaG‘
# 261: Yo 24 dnod, Jacqueline Relch, Hew York O ictore
# 260 an 2%, 2109, Geetha Shenoy, Connecticul@ Delete

A High schoot forelgn tanguage requirement s a “must have” for every student to expand thelr world view and an understanding of thaught and cuiture besides their
owin. In leday’'s global environment not knowing atleast one, if not a few, foreign Janguages narrows your opportunities and limits your undesstanding In dealing with an
increasingly globat stage in any field of work or study.

# 2591 3an 2%, voiw, Riccardn Mancuso, New York O paers
Children In forelgn fanguage programs have tended to demonstsate greater cognitive developmant, creativity, and divergent thinking than monolinguat children.

# 258 baee 25, #00%, Craly Buller, New York G o
Let's help US children be competitive in tha gfobal communityl We cannot fet them down by keeping them monolingual.

# 257 Jadh 85, 00y, Anna Iacovella, conneclicut@ Bt
1 strongly support a foreign Janguage high school graduation requirement in Connecticut,

# 256: Lasy 4%, N1, ARONYMOUS, connecticut & et
Other nations require students to know at least one forelgn Janguage, The US would be placing many HS graguates at an inferior skili lavet compared to thelr rohorts
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woridwide. Mot enly wilt they be robbed of the richness of other cultures but other subject areas will be affected as well, since forelgn Janguage learning devalops
necessary oiiflcal and analytical thinking skills.

1an 1%, 2000, Regina Grammatlco, Connecdticut Orotere
Fan 2%, 10405, Elizabeth Neger, Connecticut @ Dty

lan 25, 2009, Thomas Ward, Marytand ® Dalater

When | was a graduate student studying Spanish at the University of Connecticut In Stons, every year we would go to Hartford to judge a poetey competion by high
schoa! students, The students were very engaged both In the rendition (aesthetics} and in the meaning {content), The COLT poelry competition Is a truly Insgirational
event. I now teach Spanish/Latin American fiterature at Loyola College. The students with fewer years of a second fanguage have great difficulty getting through the
core requirement; the students without any second Janguage study at all would not be admitted to Loyola College, pure and simple. If Connecticut’s language
requirement Is reduced or rescdndad it will be o severe blow to the state’s ability to compeie globally, and In terms of Spanish, it will searesent a barsier betwean nalive
Spanish speakers and native English speakers. This would be a shame for a state with so many Spanish speakers. piease do not do make Connecticut a provinclal
backwater to the United States, to the world.

Fan 25, 2044, Denlse O'Leary, Connecticut ® (LRI A

F am & math teacher who Is concemed for the chifdren we educate In Connecticut if we drop a ferelgn language requirement for greduaticn. We are 3 nation who
struggles to compete on international Jeve!s in economics, business, heatth care, etc. 1f we knowingly create a communlcation barrier with other natigns 1 belleve we

are kaking a step backwards rether than forward In the Internationally competitive worid, | once heard a "joke" defining muttilinguistic as being able to speak three or
mare languages. Bl-lingual was the ablity 1o speak two fanguages, and monolagual was defined as an American, Truth hurs, In my International travels 1 find this joke
to have some truth ko it. In a recent teip to Tunisia, a developing country, | generally found the younger Tunislan people to be muhtifinguistic. it was certainly an asset to
thels #1 business, tourism. Flease give our American children a fighting chance in their future. Give them the tools to communicate with other natiens and an
understanding of other cultures, Give them a foselgn Janguage requirement for graduation.

1an 25, 2089, Anonymous, Connecllcut® Lt
In just aboul every country, pecple can speak at least 2 Janguages compared to the united states. Our countey Is so divarse, it would only make sense te skart leaming
different languages.
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‘Target: The Connecticut General Assembly
Sponsored by:  The Donn-chicur Cosnnl of Lar
Help our Cannecticut State Representatives understand the importance of a
forelgn language high school graduation requirement for all ef Connecticut's
chitdren. A graduation requirement is vital fer our state's economy and our
chitdren's futurel Please sign our petition and include your personal story.

768

signatures?
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Thank you! You signed at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2009
You can do morel Show me more petitions »

We signed the "Relnstate the FL High Schoo! Graduation Requirement" petition!

# 250!

# 249

# 248:

& 247

# 246;

# 245:

# 244

# 243

# 242

Ren 25, 1002 Keistln Mancinl, Connecticut @D:‘k Lo
i yu, 7R0%, Carmela Guarnierl, New Jersey G‘ (R

fnn 23, 2009, Julia Kushigian, Connecticut ® elegs

Connecticut has always been a leader in education and skill devetopment such as critical thinking and problem seiving. To do away with a Foreign Language
Requirement that supperts higher tevel thinking in @ muliculiural, globalized world refiects a narrow-minded raversal of advances feught for over the last century,
leading to a closing of minds along with natlonal borders, Wille we encourage the devetopment of math and sclence skills we view the need to do this 25 a dialog with
other dlsclplines so that we are preparing bold new thinkers for a challenging economy and future. The American Chemical Society supporis this visian and has included

the study of forefgn fanguages as Impertant ta their mission as welt.

Jare 25, 2009, patricia Villella, Connectlcut @ Brlete
Hoiv can we compete glebally If our students are nat required to be exposed to another world fanguage. In other countrles of the waorld, students in secendary schicols

not only are required to study one forelgn language but It many fnstances study tweol

lan 5, 24000 Fablan Lemp, Connectfcut@ Labite

Forelgn fanguages are an Important part of our Increasingty globalized soclety. By removing the FL requirement, many of the tazier fiigh schooal studeats witl not take
any FLs. This will set these students up for lrouble as they procaad through the rest of thelr lives with familiarity In only a singte fangirage. § was one of those lary
students who wou'ld not hava taken FL classes, however the requirement forced me 1o, T am now grateful of that requirement as my FL skills have given me many
advantages since then.

Fane 2%, cout, Brooke Purdy, California ® Lratate
This country is founded on diversity and cufture] expansion- why would we ever compramise that?

e

Jaun 3%, 2004, Joseph Tarzla, Connecticut G i
We have a terrible record as a country in our lack of suppost for forelgn Janguages. it is in our economlc self Interest to wake up.

Jas 2%, 2008, Angelo Raus, ConneclICUt® faats
1 know English is the mother fanguage, but leaming a forelgn language won't huet, it will hefp because it has the fatin fanguage roots.

2/22/09 10:51 PM

http://wwyw.thepetitionsite.com/1/languagesdlife




Reinstate the FL. High School Graduation Requirement - The Pet..,

2of4d

# 2491
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# 239

# 238:

# 237

# 236:

# 235

#2349

# 233;

# 232

# 231:

# 230¢

# 229
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ian 24, 2004, EHsabetta Gasparoni-Abraham, Californla ® Lrfete

Jan 2%, 2009, Jane Vercell, Connecticut ® Celetr

Most children ia the United States think of themselves as citizens of a natlon separete frem the rest of the wiorid becausa our schools, unlike schools In Evrope, 4o not
Introduce forelgn }anguages In elementary school. We walt until the mental window has staried to close for leaming languages at around aga 12. it is shocking to know
that supposedly educated people on an ad hoc committee in our state of Conanecticut want o lower the standards further by eliminating the high scheol forelgn
language requirement. 1 home schooled my yeunger child for efementary school In Connecticut so that he would learn a forelgn language early and not walt until high
school, Learning a forelgn language opens the window into a wider cutiural view of the world, keginning with the way other languages phrase common Ideasina
different way showing that the American view of culturg and peopla Is NOT tha ONLY way 1o see the world, When my older son went to public school kindergarten In
Connecticut, the students leamed ROTHING. They only played and my son, who read his fust sentence at age 3 and a ha'f, was toid 1o repeat Kindergarten because he
was a loner and did not soclalize the way other chifdren did. So he repeated kindergarten which accomplished HOTHING and was bored Lo tears unti we put him In
private schook. A friend from Ukraine told me last week that he ks upset that his first grade son In the Hartford area is NOT learaing multiplication tables yet the way first
gradess In Ukralne learn them. The problem with our public schools Is that our expectations for elementary age chiidren are so jow that by the ime these children are In
high school, we try to make up for years of low standairds by demanding that they do everything in blgh school. Actual learning needs to beghn the moment & ¢hild goes
to kindergarten. Eiminating the foreign language requizement In public high schools is 2 good way to Insure that pareats in Connecticut will have another reason to
flood aur private scheols, of which there are fortunately many, 2nd scon, we whi be fike the Distrct of Columbla where there are two school systems: excellent private
schoo’s for the havas and the deserving and hasrible public schools for the have-nots and the left-behinds,

Yan 25, 26049, Angnymous, Connecticut @ Ltots

Learning o Janguage is a skifl that remains unmatchad by many other skills taught by our education. Fhe Idea of communication Is ene that has not onfy made our yeorld
an easier place to understand, but 2 place where people with different ethlcat and cultus! backgrounds can grasp each others metheds, By taking away this privifage
and encouraging a weak work ethic, you are teliing Arnerica to not work as hard. As people realize our own government wishes 10 do this, you wii see a quick and
reasonable drop In hard working citizens, By eacouraging language teaching, you tell studants they must work hard, and you see how proud they ar when they caa
cernmunicate with foregin peets and classmates, Do the world a favor, and allow languages to be taught and encouraged in 2t parts of our world.

Ten 25, 264, Jakub Kazeck|, Connedicut® 4]

Yan 2%, 20137, Michela Pirruccio, Connecticut Oooine
Knowledge of a forelgn language Is vital to expanded teaming and understanding of the many cultuses that exist both In the U.S.A as well as the rest of the worid,

v

1w i, 2404, Alfonse Varona, Connecticit ®a\- L
In this so-called globalized world, Intercultural skills are as important as science and math. Leaming a fareign language is the first step towards becoming cukizrally

awvare,

Yaw 3%, 2G99, Lilkan Uriba, Connecti:ut® Do

In Xi, 1600, Bruna Boyle, Rhode Island S nanate
Consides these research rasults: »SAT scores are directly affected by forefgn language study and have been shawn to Increase the vocabularyfverbal scores from 72 to
149 points. slmmediate benefits of earty learning of a forelgn Janguage Include greater academic achlevement In other areas of study — including reading, socfal
studles, and mathematics, »Children who have studled a forelgn language show greater cagnitive development in such areas as mentai flexibifity, creativity, divergent
thinking, and higher-csder thinking skills, sCommuntcation skills, including memary and Jistening skitis are sharpened by forelgn fanguage study. +Children who study a
foreign Yanguage have an improved self-concep} and sense of achlevement In school, sNeurablologlcal research strongly suggests that the best time for a child to leam
a second or third language Is befere age 10. sLong-range benefits Include enhanced career opportunities, developing more flexibiity In thinking processes and
exchanging professional ldeas and information In commerce, sclepce, faw and the arts.

ran P, 206, Rosetta Giwllanl Caponetto, Conneclicut® it
Taking one or more forelgn fanguages In hlgh school will help students ko serve In a diverse and changing weild; it will Inst?i In them a restless curiosity fos peeple ather
than them and teach them the culiurzl responsibilities that come In building a more equitable soclety,

Jan 25, 24:0%, Anenymous, Connectlcut @ Lt
Learning a forelgn language Is essential to students, as it not onty broadens thelr linquistic, cultural and ethnlc knowledge, but alse greatly improves their grammatkal .
ungerstanding of Engfish, iImproves SAT scores and makes them more "wosldly™.

ran 4%, 20T Marlan Flores, Cnnne:ticut@n b

When students are taught & language, they not only learn a new tongue, they learn about a different culture, customs, and the viorid. By cutting and efiminating
tanguage In aur classrooms, we are handicapping the next geneailon to understand a worid that is continually getting smaller, We are only hurting gusselves as a
country. .

Yaa 2%, 2207, Anonymous, Connecﬂcut® Datate
Qur country needs to form young adults who are open to other eultures. Studylng & language does predsely that. 1f maore citizens are competent In forelgn languages,
our countey witk be more competitive on alt fronts.

©
A High scheal fereign language requirement Important to the mantal, cognitive devetopment of the students, Foreign language studles Improve knowledge of native
language grammar and facifitates Its understanding. Today, In erder to maintaln a good job, we need to speak at least an other language, other than our own. The

Fan 25, 200%, Monlca Georgeo, Connecticut ®

earller we start, the belter it Is.

Fen 2% A0ud, Mirela Gflno, Connecticut ® o 2
When people start thinking about building a new house they think about windowis. Fhey want to have as many Windows as possible.And people want the windows to be
as blg as possible also.Eveeyone of us would love to [ive In a house fike that, don't we ? So, If we dose our eyes for 2 second are we able to imagine a house without

2122109 10:51 PM
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#2211

# 220;

# 219:

# 2181

# 217

# 216G:

# 215:

# 114

#213:
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windows.My setf, I ¢an nat..... In this case [ would like to compare windows to forelgn languages.Without it we are golng to stop belng able to tearn tens or hundreds or
thousands of beautiful divessities coming through spiking or understanding forekan 1anguages.If someone wanis to know why 7 Sure.l whE tell you not ten reasons but
onre,only one my friend. E think it will keep the USA competitive,Brave to signer £208.

355 2%, 2000, Sherry Porter Shamash, Connecticut ® frcite

Lus 2% 2 Fablana Cecchinl, Texas ® Goninte

Jon 25, 700, Jullio Pagano, Pennsylvania O oeone

Knowledge of forelgn languages Is very Impartant, today more than ever before. Please reconsider your dedision to elimtnate the fapguage requirement. Thank you!

Fan 25, 1009, James Austin, Conned!cut@ BERLE
Knowing a forelgn Janguage Increases cognitive {Intellectual) ablfity, and connects citizeas to the world economy i ways that English alane can't.

Yo 35, 28", EHzabeth Zegura, Arizona @ Dotets

A high schaol forelgn language requirement is essential fos any student applying to college, and it Is important even for {hose who do not. Forelgn languages open our
eyes and ears to the world and to the volces and perspectives of others. They Improve our skills in English, hone our anzlytical abilitles, and hefp develop the adolescent
tratn -- when leaming a second language Is far saster than it wifl be during college or Jater In life. Knewing a second, third, or fousth language also gives young people
an advantage in the work place and enhances thelr professlonal eptions and career cholces. Having second- and thing-language skills can help Job seekers galn
employment In areas as diverse as hotef and restaurant services, International banking, jaw, fournatism, merchandising and retalling, business, an, dance, muske,
dipfornacy, international refations, culsine, medkcine, stlence and technolegy, broadeasting, and so forth, | personally knaw former students of mine who have gained
employment and USED THEIR FOREIGN LANGUAGE SKILLS In all of these fields, Most of all, language and the abllity to communlcate are bridges 1o world peace and
understanding. 1 urge you to relnstata the Forelgn Language High Schaol Graduation Requlremant -- far from belng a fuxury, it Is essentiatin our global economy and
our increasingly "internationalized” wosldi

Yan 25, FOLT, Anohymous,; New Jersey G’ RS
wae are #ving In a global soclety 2nd knowledge of another language is crucial to understanding other cultures. £ducatlon systems In other countries stress the
Importance of language learning, let's not fall behindl

lin 2%, 2009 Kimberly Embacher, Connecllwt@ £relete
My high school forelgn language program provided me with the opportunity to expand my Spanish skills by traveling to Spatn, and also helped mé find a path for my
collega career.

jra 25, 10693, Slavica Grujicic, Canada @‘ PIRG

izne 26, 20iil, Gabriclle Popoff, New York @ Datate
Speaking more than one language Is a key asset, bath personatly and careerwise, Learning fanguages white stiff young ang able to focus an your education Is of vital
Importance.

Yri 24, 1099, Carla Cristina Silva-Huhammad, Connectlcut @ Eletete

Fa 295, 2004, Russell Ewen, Connectlcut® Trainta
It 1s important for students to fearn a forelgn language because it offers opportunities to davelop friendships with people from other countries and expose them to
different cultures, It's 2 piitar In education that promotes world peace.

Imi 2E, 2099, Carrle Groebner, Florida @ edote

I'm a graduate of the unlversity of central Florida and know first hand how fittfe importance Florida piaces on forelgn fanguage Importance having attended a Porlda
highschoo and never feeting anything like International history or the ideas of a global community were important. Now I work In an Internatignal tourst market and
wish either spanish or portugeuse were my second language as It works as a disadvantage o me In my communlcatlen and safes. but more than that, I would love to
read literature of writers I fove in thelr native language.

jare 7k, 2004, Ombretta Frau, Massachuseus@ Oelate

Fat 2%, 20432, Gustavo Mejia, (kmnectl:ul@ Fie
There are few mantal activities as Important to pecple as leaming a Janguage, Learning a second language, Is not onfy Important fn cuitural, or economic terms, but it
adds to the intellectual development of childran and young men and wamen by helping them develop connections that lead o 8 mere complex understanding of the
world. Eliminating the lorelgn language requirement for graduation will have many undeslrable consequences, but two of them can be treated briefty: 1) Only the
ehlidren of the upper class and the more highty educated will continue to study languages outside of the school because thelr parents understand the importance of
jearning a second language and can afford to pay for private lessons. 2) Our students witt bacoms less competitive [n the acedemlic market when they are toaking for
the best colleges and universities, and will eventually end up studying the languaga at college level, when the most favarable conditions for success have passed, Please
do a service to our youth. Relnstate the language requirement for high school gradiation.

iin x4 2009, Mara Enrlco, New York ® AleiaE)
Tnt an era of globalization and Increased non-native poputation in the US 1 fing it Incomprehensthle that the forelgn fanguage requirement will be removedt The state’s
students will be at a permanent competitive and intellectual disadvantage compared to those of rest of the country.
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paus 24, F000, Marla Marinello, New York @ (MR

# 212; Inn 2%, 1005, Amy Doofing, connecticut & notewe
Fluency in Janguages other than English are more critical than ever at {hls moment in gtobal history. Fhe US and the state of Connecticut cannot aHord not to invest In

this critical part of Ehe contemporary education of our youth,

# 211 Tan 24, deivz, Catherine Sama, Rhode Island Qv
In today's global sodiety it Is ESSENTIAL for U8, eitizens to be b3+ or mulilingual,

¥ 210 1111 25, 7119, Concettina Marzano, Connacticut & p: 1t
Proud of my heritage and support the cultural advancement of eur ancestry, thus will ensuse that the sweat and labors of our forefathers wilt never be forgotten.

# 209 yamr 2%, 2000, Andrea Moudarres, Connectigut & 1ot

# 208: Ferr 2%, #4005, Anonymous, Connscticut O porore
1 think it wit keep the USA competitive, Most countries take 3 or more Janguages or have taken by tha time they are [n high school, It makes for 2 well rounded
education.You can truly appreciate your own countryfculture and others mose by studylng & world language, It helps with SAT learning!WHY NOT? Perhaps, it shoutd be
a requirement with an “or* clause....Afl students should choose from _an art OR = world language.Why wouldn't it be worthy of belng 2 requirement...what
makes the other r‘equirements more woithy?

# 207 T 2%, Gors. Gllana Paima, Connectlcut@ o

# 206: pen A%, Beiny, Michael Pena, Hew Yark S poraro
By removing foreign Janguage study from the required lisk of subjects of study, you are putling our future generetions at a great diszdvantage in the already highty
competitive job market. Students in Europe and Asfa begin forelgn language study at the elementary level and many are more praficlent in English than American-born
students. Stop Jawering the bar [n order 1o make the numbers look good regarding graduation rate in Connectlcut,

# 205! Yan 25, 2w, Stefane Afbertini, New York O
The onfy way ta reatly know welk your owa language Is to know 2t jeast ancther one,

# 204 faa 2%, 2009, Michael Meadows, connecticut & etete
n 2n Increasingly glebalized society, it makes no sense 1o cut FL study|

# 203 Fast 2%, 200, Francesca Parmeggland, New York® [SRIXTT

#2020 sy 2%, 2604, Carmela Pesca, Connecticut Qoo
It Is extremely Important that ali children recelve the best education and reach the highest profidlency level that sthools can provide In languages other than English.
Fenstating the High School graduation requirement tn Forelgn Languages in Connecticut Is essentlal to achleve multlkeuitural knowiedge and understanding of today’ s

world.

£ 201 2aq 25, 400, Marfe Plasse, Massachusetts @ onre
I teach at a Massachusetts college where forelgn language requirements are also in jeopardy. 1 belleve that forelgn fanguage Instruction and the cultural awareness it
fosters are essentlal for alt students In our globai soclety. These things are espedaly cruclat now, when, under a new administrailon, ihe L.S. seeks to repair its {altered
global relations. This will be Impossible untess we foster cultural awareness and Intercoanection at every fevel, .

i a1 <y
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Hetnstato the FL BHgh School Graduation Beguirement aval: 1,000
TFargel: The Connecticut General Assembily
Sponsored by:  Thi Cannactiont Coenddt of Lapsguage Teas e
Help our Connecticut State Representatives understand the importance of a
forelgn language high school graduation requirement for all of Connecticut’s
children. A graduvation requirement s vital for our state’s economy and our
children's futuref Please sign our petition and Include your personal story.

768

signattirest

petition overview | 1o

foot Barbara 2 e oot

Thank youl You sfgred at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2009
You can do morel Show me more petitions »

We signed the "Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requirement” petition?

# 200:

#199;

#198:

#1970

# 196

# 195:

#1941

# 193

1of4

A 2%, 2007, Anonymous, Connecticut O

Jan 25 2007, Ruth Kelzim, Connecﬂcut@ Fiotete
Gne language has never been enough, and that is more true than ever. Even fer students whe wil never travet outside the borders of the Unlted States, the adbllity to

speak and understand, read and write a second or third language brings undenlable social, professionat and persanal rewards.

lan 24, #0009, Marion Gehlker, Connedlcul&?

¥ip 25, 2000, Francesco Clabattond, Canada@ refodar .
Chers monsieur Je Commissalre et membres du comitd de FEducation du Connecticut, étes-vous vieimeat sures de supprimer le cours cbligatelre da langue étrangtre?
E una daclslone sbagliata e fischlosa, che priva gli studentl di un’opportunits importante nelia toro formazione: senza fingua stranlere l2 mente simpaverisce &
invecchila prima. How many In Lhe commiitee are not able to understand the above? Trating In a forelgn Janguage In high school open hte minds, possibly more than
any subject matter. It provides youths with the toe!s and the curlosty to better understand the world around them: both other countrles® cultures and thelr own culture
and language. Moreover, studenls who get o college with no language trainlng struggle through thels coursework and find most classes more difficut to follow than
those whe have had some years of fanguage and grammar. Connedlicut Is & state with 2 traditlon that highly vatues humanistlc culture: The Commissioner of Educatien
and the committee ought Lo offar its citlzens a better service by valuing Janguage leasning and NOT remove the high school forelgn lapguaga requirement.

raa 2%, 20067, Silvla Byer, Kansas®
Spanish and Itatian and French

o #h, 70k Alberto Zambenedett, Hew York ® (R

1a 8%, 2000, RIsa Sodi, Connectlcul@ Leteie .
As a mother, | saw the Importance of high school foreign Janguage education for my children’s view of themsetves and the world. As 8 collega language teacherIn
Connecticut, 1 wefcome well-prepared, globally-aware students, I urge the Connecticut General Assembly to relnstate the forelgn language high schaol graguate

requirement.

jare 4N, st Andrea Baldl, New Jersey @i‘:« fnts
I believe the learning of forelgn languages is essentlal to the progress of cur muitl-culturat soclety, in order to foster the understanding of culturat diversity and Impiove

Internationat ralationships,
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Jan 35, 2069, Gabriella Sims, New Yurk@{".u-\

I teach forelgn {anguages et the university fevel, and [ find that students who have had previous exposure ko any f2nguage other than thelr own eré not only more
Iinguistically aware {of thelr own languaga tool of grammar In general), but are also more cuiurally aware, The mo+e capable they are In forelgn fanguages the more
careers and graduate pregrams open up for them after coliege too, and only if they begin to leam yeung will their abilities be strong endugh for such cpportunities.

Jzn 2%, 2009, Laura Prelipcean, Canada@ [l
It is imperative that students learn foreign languzges, Thus, they wilt broaden thelr perspectives on fife, culturas, and languages. Forelgn languages atso stimylate
intelfectual growth,

1an #%, 28049, Anonymous, Massachusetls ® FERRES
Connecticut, once a beacon of high school education, seems to have fost its way. http:ffveern.actfhorg/fles/publicfACTFL_final_2008_completeLOW.pdf

i 2k 2000, Manuela Marchesind, Texas @ Sk
tap 2%, 200%. Roberta Riccl, Pennsylvanta ® b fege

lan 2%, 200%, Mary Ann Carofan, Connectl:ut® fnlepn
Our students need forelgn languages to understand and appredciate cultures other than their own. This need will become even more acute with Increasing globafization,

lano24, 2007, Palema Lapuerta, Connecticut @ ERH A
By eliminating the requirement we ara making the study of forelgn languages restrickive o an elite which wil always consider it of major Impartance, and we will take
the oppostusity from others that cannot afferd privete forelgn language Insteuction. Efiminating the Forelgn Language requirerent will also contribute to the already
extended cuiture of English Gnly.

e

Fan 2h, Fony, Bealrice BARBALATO, Belg!um@
L'apprendimento di uns lingua e culture 'altr’ favorisce {approfondisce, e accelera) i processi cognitivi

aa 2%, @00 Anonymous, Connecticut @ (A O
To eliminate foreign language graduation requirement in Cannecticut will biur the woridwide viston of our future generation,

fane 235, 2004, Glullana 0°Connell, Connecticut ® Dt
The worid of communication has expanded, We five In a global world, Most European natlons teach forelgn languageges beglaning in kindargarten...why here In CT do
we have to go backward Instead of forward? Why do you want to offer less of an education te our future titizens?

Jars 7n, P0G, Anonymous, New Yolk@ BEASL
in a foreign language class students don't only leamn a Janguage differant than thelr own, but also a different culture, 1t promotes ynderstanding, respect and tolerance
of what 1s different. Eliminating languages other than English from the curriculum Is stepping backwards Instead of maving forwards,

dan 3%, 2g04, Virginia Picchiettl, Pennsylvania ®Dr'c'c

13 R, Fali, i:hrisilana Purdy, Connecticut ® Sefth

Jeis 3%, ACun, Maria Truglio, Pennsylvania @Lr;!‘-

209%, Enrice Minardi, Wisconsin .

ira 3%

dan 252004, RegerCefestin Celestin, Connecticut @ frptiste
When local, state and federal governmants loudly krampat the aeed for Americans to exist and thrive in a globalized and multicultural warld, they should put thelr
maney where thelr mouth Is. To efiminate the forelgn language requirerent is tantamount to creating generations of manolingual, Isolated , provindial citizens.

Yen 2, 204k, Anthony Della Penna, New York ® Critgs

pan 2%, 20ier, Valerig Ferme, Colorado ® Golete

Learning a foselgn Janguage Is ot Just a cred® we assign our kids, It 1s a way of life. Leaming forelgn languages allows us {0 be less cuituraliy Insular tham we might e
if we did not know about other languages and cultures. Tn additlen, it is a mental kool Lhat gives our mind flexibility and the ability to think oulskie the box. By
eliminating this requlrament, we are not enhancing cur students scientific skitis, Just reducding thele optiens In other fields (one need think only of the fact that we are
outsourcing jobs to workers and In countrles where people learn, gbviously, more than one fanguage to Increase thelr marketabllity}. Qur new President became whe he
Is because he had exposure to multiple cutiures and languages, not because ha was shut off from them. Tha world is changlng and we want o change with it, not cfose
aurselves to it.

fre %, 200, Anna Paparcone, Pennsylvania ® .
Removing the two year forelgn language requicement from high school means highly reducing the possibifity of many young people te know and communicaie with
other cultures. "A SUPERIOR Education for Connecticut’s 21st Cenlury Learners® should not inciude such a BmHation, Furthermore, math and science classes wik

2/22/09 10251 PM
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ovesflow (to the detriment of students In the first place), and professers of language wilk Tose thelr job for lack of students.

lxn #%, 2644, Marlo Costa, New York oot

Jan 2%, »eun, Carol Chlodo, Connecticut @;)

ian 3, 3604, Salvatore Borrkello, Ilaly® s

T x4, 20109, Giuseppe Gazzola, New York @0:': 16
Are we sure we want tha rest of the world to think that the Department of Education of CT does not consider exposure to a foreign language an essentiat part of the
curdculum? :

Jap 20, 209070, Plna Palma, Connecllwl® alcte

Jou 245, /00, Glorla Pastoring, New Jersey O v

In & world that tends towards globalization everyday In every possible econemic and sodiat way, Fmiting students* atilitles to begln opentng up --even marginally-- \¢ 2
forelgn language and eulture Is remarkably short-sighted. There are ne advantages to deing such a thing except creating less Informed, less curlous, and more parochial
dtizens,

1an ox, 2y, Danlel Indlclani, Massachusetts® Diviel

1 teach forelgn languages in Massachusetts. Eliminating a forelgn language requirement would decrease ea rotment In forelgn language courses. In these times of
international strife and conflict, a forelgn language education is essential to undarstanding the place of the United States in the world and [is relationship with other
countries. Studylng forelgn langutages helps people to understand other cultures, This understanding lacks in an ere when the United Stats has isolated itself from other
countries and acted singularly In its fereign policy. Belng able to see the worid from ancther's perspective helps to end that singular vision.

Jan 2%, 2003, Niceletta Plreddu, Washington D.C, @ Delote
The US education system cannot create future generations of responsible global citizens without giving forelgn fanguages the highest prierity In school curricuta.

Jan 2%, ¢ty Anonymous, Massachuselts @ o

Juin 3%, 2057, Pasquate D Matteo, Connecllwt@ 12
12m a workd Janguage teacher and [n my experience the US is far behind other countries In tesms of having students speak another language. 1 hava always bean
proud of Connectlcut for the dedication its world fanguage teachers commit to the education of its youth. If Connecticut truly wants 1o prepare young people for the
future, it needs to show that leaming anothers language is not an elective; it Is a necessity. )

Jre 35, 2409, Manuela Glerl, Italv@ fretide
At a time Jike thls, perhaps more than ever before, it seems imperative to know “the other from onesed*, Language 1s one of the means we hava to communicate with
one anather

1 15, 26412, Angela Matilde Capodivacca, Connedlcut® vt
Vi 3%, 20002, Alessandra DI Malo, California @ [t

Lan 2%, 2000, Arielle Salber, Malne ®r

Jan 250 20, Yurl Gualana, Ttaly @ ofete
ixn 5, 2099, Ivane Fulgare, 01110@ Datete

ian 2%, 04, Cosimo Mazzaferro, Hew York ® Trelets

To Whom it May Concemn, Forelgn languages are essential nowdays, We live in 2 global economy. Tt is criticat that forelgn languages continue to be part of our
educatlonat system. We need to meve forwaed not backward. Please keep our languages alive and den't take away Janguages from our chitdran. Thank you, C.
Mazzaferro

Yan 23, 2% Anonymous, Connecticut S revers
The study of muttiple worid languages In Imperative In order to prepare students for the futuse, for we teach not onty how 10 communicate, dut also why other people
and cultures live the way they do.

Jan 24, i, Sharon Nicholson, New York@ (R
As our popuiatlen becomes more diverse, It Is Imperative 1o continu# to offer students foreign language as pant of a broad-based curricuiuml

jan 24, 2003, Maria Proto, Connecticut ®
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There is no way any graduating student would be prepared for the business world without even the stightest knowledge of a forekan language, this is fust ridicutous to
think the school system wou'd ever get fid of it.

#152 S 74, 2004, David Del Principe, Hew York & setece
Learning a forelgn language is essential,

# 158 $an 24, 2009, Carl Lemp, Connecticut & ot
It seems vesy short-sighted to cut forelgn [anguage fastruction just as our economy Is In the middle of a transitlon from atianal to global, Forelgn fanguages will
become more Iraportant rather than fess Important In the future.
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Help our Connecticut State Representatives understand the importance of a
foreign language high school graduation requirement for all of Connecticul’s
children. A graduation requirement is vital for our state's economy and our
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768

sfgnatures?

pelitlon averview | 1is

Mot Barbaa? Ing oot

Thank you! You signed at 2:47 PM P5ST, Jan 21, 2003
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# 144:

# 143:
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b 23, 26000, Stephanle Jed, California ® {rtate

The experience of tearning a foreign language Is fundamental ta learning about anyone who thinks differently and In different terms. 1t Is 2iso fundamental to learning
and practicing and integrating all Kinds of information. Efiminating foreign 2anguage study from the high school curricutum wou'ld put Conneciicut students at a serlous
disadvantage vis-a-vis other students in the U.S. and around the world,

Jay 24, 202, Alleen Siray, Hew York ® Da'ate
Farelgn Janguage and culture are extremely important for a well rounded, cultured Individual

l:u 24, 003, Olga Kagan, Catifornia ®I;A.:'«-lu,

tanguages are limporiant for this countey for many reasons: natfonal security Is In jeapardy if we don't have people who understand other languages and cuitures; to be
educated one needs o know at least ona forelgn language, otherwlse the parson remiains Insular, as does the country that does not promote cultures and fanguages
athar than its own. If students do not study langagas in K-12, by the time they get to ollega they do not know the grammar of English, do nat understand the vaiue
of leaming a language, and do nat know what one needs to do 10 learn a language. Removing languages from the greduation requirement is cheating students of
quality education and closing career paths for them.

Jaw £, 3909, Laura Battistl, Conneciicut ® Gelete
World Languages are the key to be successful In the 21 century global economy,

Yan 24, 249, Anonymous, Florlda @I)a!:[e
Yasn i3, 2e00d, Franco Plerno, Canada ®l»-§f-'l'3
Fau 24, 2664, Anonymaous, Florida ®r:r,irh—.

Yo 4, 4069, Judy Serafin-Sauli, New York@‘ waieta
Most of the world Is multilinguat and in addition te being a toal of communication Janguage study is a discipline as fermativa as math and sclence.
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Jan 2.4, 2002, Anonymous, Hew ‘lork® BRHY
1.am a language teacher in KY and cannot Imagine high schoof without any kind of forelgn Janguage requirement, We need to teach our students to beceme GLOBAL
CITIZENS In an Increasingly diverse world. What better way to do that then to expose a chiid to a¥ that forefgn fanguages have to offer?

1in 24, 2609, Richard Lansing, Massachusetts @ AT
Tn an age of greater awarenass of other cultures and thelr Impacls on ours, refaxing or abandoning a ferelgn language requirement In high school will enly make
students less prepared for both academic work In college and for understanding other members of the giebal community.

Fan ¥, 200U, Anenymous, Maryland @ Brtele

1 am a forelgn language educator at the post-secandary level, At my university we have many students from CT who are wonderful students in ouf ferelgn Janguage
classes. Our unlversity requires high school forelgn language experience for admisslon and it woutd be extremely upsetting to see such tatented and bright Connecticut
students tumed away due to the fact that they were not provided with the opportunity to complete this foselgn fanguage experience at the secondary level.

e 24, 2004, Donna Messina, New York @-‘L‘
1.2m 2 High Schoof Spanish and Jtallan teacher in New York and feel that second language is an integrat part of a weli rounded student. Forelgn language study
Increases a general awareness of culture, culsine, history and geography as weli when taught within established guidelines. It afso helps the student to learn more
about his own English language as it forces the student to study English grammar. Please being back high school forelgn languzge study to the classcooms of
Connecticut because you are depsiving your students of a richness that can only be exprassed through this form of study. Sincesely, Donna Messlna 5t. Joseph 8y the
Sea Kigh School 5150 Hylan Blvd. Staten Istand, Hew York 10312

tan x4, 332, Irena Bejo, New Jersev@ Frelet=
Learning forelgn language help to Tive In this glebal wostd and economy.As well styding ancther language help to know and upderstand other cutture, Ho one should
forget that we Jive In the 21st century and such decision Is fike going backwards,

Jan >4, 2014, Enza Antenos-Confortl, New Jersey@ Latete
Yo demonstirate the power of language and culture as distinct s any Individual, Now, with the cument president, language and culture Is as rich In the White House as it
Is arcund the world. The wosld Is changing and we need to ba able to prepase ous students not onty In math and sclence, but in genera! knowledge of cther languages

2nd cultures,

Jmn 25, 2007, Marlo Mignone, New York ® (SRR
1n a glabal econamy language and cultural understanding become important keys in competiveness. Fhe European Unlon has made language requirement from
elementary school to high scheal, We should adapt thelr wise and Inteliigent policy.

Bape 2a, 2aou, Claudia Berns, Hew York ® Frolater

With global communication becoming Increasing more fmportant, do we wiant our children ta ba the least equipped to make thelr way In this worid? if we want to
malntalr our world leadership positlon we cannot Isolale curselves, European children leam more than oné language and grow up able to freely converse with citizens of
other natigns. Let us not hapdicap our future generations.

Jan 24, 000, Angnymous, New Jersey@ Tieiete

s 24, 200w, Pater Pedronl, Ohlo®

126 14, 2409, Gerry Milligan, New York ® £elrte
Forelgn Ianguage dassroems have become the sole place where students Jeam steuctures of grammar. The true irony is that those of us who speak English as a nathve
language depend on FL classrooms to Improve English fanguage shkifis,

Ian 24, 2004, Ellssa Tognozzl, Californla ® Tt

Requiring students 10 study anather language Is essential In this glebal economy, Notwithstanding the econemy, studying another Janguage is a step toward respecting
and understanding other cutiures. To cut out a requirernent that not onfy Is In fine with our new President’s Ideas on education, but which aise has proven signiflcant
benefits in the overall education of chitéren is short-sighted and wrong. If you go In this direction, you will be golng backwards.

1ap ¥4 M09, Glorgfo Melfonl, New York @

Jan oy, 61, LesHa Zarker Morgan, Maryland @ [
1n order to appredate other cultures and world views we all need to have preparation In other languagest

dam 74, A0y, Willlam Russo, Hew Yersey @t:s-!e te;

For children and adults as well learning another language Is more than words, The study of language promotes understanding among cultures and thelr peepla,
Language learning bullds bridges and promotes worki communication and peace as welf as Intra-natlonal appredation far the Immigrant experlence and what better
natlon of Immigrants is there than Americal

dan 24, 2000, Alessandro Carrera, 'Eexa;@ it
Forelgn Languages are Integral part of the school cusriculum, They are as important as any other subject.

Jan 24, 20417, Edna Echevarria, Puerto Hico ® s
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dan 34, 2602, Anonymous, Indlana @

=

Jan 24, 2605, Adriana Bertola, Connecﬂcul@ GO
In the year 2009, with o many researches about human braln supporting the study of languages, it should be needless to explain why Fi should be a requirement fos

nigh schaol graduation.

Yan 24, 040, MarlaGrazla Spina, Flerida @i.r_:ct-s

1 am European and thesefore 1 see the HUGE difference between the high schoot education system In Eurcpe and in the t5, 1F the US keeps taking subjects away, thelr
students will soon hit the bottom In terms of preparation compared to the other industrialized nations. Americans have to undesstand the Importance of a forelgn
language in every student curricutum, it Is a subject that capnat be left out.

2o 14, 2802, Anthony Jullan Tamburri, New York @ Dot
1 underscore everything that Marcelio Pelliccioni says} In addition, wa stmply cannot afford to signal to the rest of the wosid that we exped them to leam our fanguage
only.., Wa live In a globat society, 2nd we need to be sure that our children and grand-children adapt accardingly. Professor & Dean, Gueens CollegefCUNY

tars 24, 7054, Allson Cornish, Michlgan & rae
Languages should ba fearmad while we are young. They exercise your brata and open your mind. Forelgn languages are rot hasd to learn: everyoody does it -- except, it
seems, Amerlcans. Why do we want to be more ignorant, mere disadvantaged than the rest of the world?

Tan 24, 2047, Matteo Gllebbl, Wisconsin ®
ltalian Langiage Is Impertant] T¢ opens widely to European history and culture

Jan 21, 2009, Cosetta Seno Reed, Col‘orado@’
yen 2a, a0y, Valerle Saugera, Connecticut @ Dzt
Yo 24, 2044, Suzanne Ondrus, Conhegticut ® Delate

sait B, 204%, Mel Mel Gaetz, Tinols & natete
To malntaln the competitiveness of our next generation, we must stress the importance of learn 2 second language

an B3 20, Marcelo Fellicclonl, Connecticut ® B HAL
The teaching of foreign fanguage should be required because It helps 1) students develop their cognlitive, soclal abiltles 2} students ara able to functlon and compete in
2 multicultural cantext (be It the USA and/for the world}3) students have a mora comprehensive view of life as they learn a Janguage hand in hand with culture.

tan 24, 200, Miguel Gomes, Connecticut @I?E,‘H-’-

ina r4, 2069, JuHo Morales, Connecticut @ ficis

{eatning a forelgn language teaches students to think differently. 1t expands the mind. It ofien helps In understanding English grammar, Fusthermore, it prepares
students to better understand the rest of the world's population since it Is difficult to separte language from culture and diversity. In today's world that Is mare
important than ever.

lure 244, 20u%, Sebastian Wogenstein, Connecticut @ Dalate

Fan 24, 009, Peter Auster, Cunnectlcul@ AR

My grades from high school forelgn language dasses were the worst on my academic record {C's versus A’s and B's for other subjects), However, sch cfasses opened
the door to other cultures 2nd provided a foundation for communicating to others in the many ceuntries I have visited throughout my professlonat career as a sclenlist.
There should be no trade-off it languages versus scdance and math classes. 1 did both 2nd am thankful for how each subject area has earkhed my Tife.

141y 7, 1699, Elalne Hewgarden, Connecticut & Gty

Jan Za, 2u0t, PhH Rosenberg, Connecticut @ lete

Eilminating the expectation that high schoal students will be exposed to at least one forelgn fanguage not only lessens the hope for better cultural understanding, it also
Impoverishes young minds. Study afier study has shown that acquising Forelgn languages early Improves command of English, facilitates later education, and Increases
mental flexibllity. Some even suggest that it develops neural pathways that would otherwlse remain stunted. Please don't be so shortsighted as to rob Connecticut's
youth of the opportunity 1o grew nto tha smarest people they can be for reasons of economlc expediency, Tt seems clear that we will be needing smart adults In the
years zhead.

bae 24 2y Resanne Pelletier, Connel:tlcut® AR
Language learning is enosmausly beneficial to both students themselves, as well as to our soclety in this globatized world. US schools clearfy need te increase, not
etiminate the language requirement.
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ran 28, Held. Andrew Perglovannl, Connedlcut@ Tieteta

Ian 2y, rad, Lily Lung, Massachuselts ® O

1 23, 2009, Kemen Zabala, Connectlcut® [sXI N

Languages are an Integral part of communlcation between human belngs on this planet. Not allowing languages In our high schoals Is a grave disservice to our
students, I 1s putting them at a monumentai disadvantage In the competitive worfd we live in, and this Is just perpetuating the Unlted States' image as an etist,
gnorant country. With the current Issues that this country faces, the onfy way to solve them 1s ko enrich our youth with 8 powerful education so that they can become

powerful future feaders. This Is extremely upsetiing news.

1an 23, 2009, Jaya Vijayasekar, Connecticut ‘S‘ Dalute
A forelgn language requirement at the high school fevel Is <ritical to ensure that cur students are equipped to face the chatlenges of the 21st century. We cannot afford
to have them feave high school with this deficit. It Is 2n essentlal curriculum Yhrough which students become Internztional minged and can view tha world through other

lenses. Not onfy wilk this Increase global understanding, but akso give them an academic edge,

Jan 23, #00%, Milton F Franco, Connedlcul@ Dalete

The high school system In the United States 1s lagg!ng bahind ALL other educational systems in the Industrialized world and elimlniating the Forelgn language High
School requirement will accentuate our country's fallure to move with modern times. If the idea behind eliminating this requirament is to save money this measure will
hurt us more In the long run. Our country is in the midst of great challenges ngt seen In generRllons and decisions that affect the quality of education are the opposite
of what eur countey needs, 1 hopa that tha CT Assembly will considere the future ramifications that this actions will cause te the future of our economy, Finally, please
understand that a work force that Is well prepared to face globak realities Is a work force that can lead us out of khese hard economic times that we are fa<ing, Let's
keep In mind that as wa, the United states, are cutting funding for forelgn fanguages otfier countsdes that are our main rivals In the world economy like China, Iadia and
Europe are Investing In preparing thelr work force to compete with us. Why are we golng the opposite direction? Also, another benefit of fearning a forelgn lanquaga is
understanding other cultures. Ja 2 globalized world issolation and unpreparedness ls the wrong cholce. We should be Increasing our language requirements not

eliminitating them.

Jan 7 ¢, 21, Raphael Bouchard, Connectlcut@b R
1t's beneficlal to teach a foreign Janguage In high schoot because the older one gets the harder it is to fearn. Also Is Connecticut that self centers where they don't want

o recognize other Janguages.
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Help our Connecticut State Representatives understand the Importance of a
foreign fanguage high school graduation requirement for all of Connecticut's
chitdren, A graduation requirement Is vital for our state's economy and our
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Min £33, 2604, Santiagoe Sanchez, Connecticut ®

Fag ¥Yx, 2009, Ana Marla DlazMarces, Connecticut @ Dkt
tanguage education Is a must, Students who speak ancther Janguage will have better career opportunitles and also a deeper understanding of our global world,

Jen 33, My, Mleke Bernaards, Belg!um®

tai 23, st Kristi Hewgarden, Connecticut @ fietote

Learning & second {or thied or fourih) langurage is good for the braln. Learning a forelgn language opens us to anether world view and Increases our sense of betng part
of a diverse humanity. Knowledge of a forelgn language is Increasingly Important In many careers and fields, Leamning a foreign fanguage In high school has had a major
Impact on my future academlc and career choices.

Vet 32 0y, Octavian Pauf Draja, Romania ® HE

Fan 32, e, Karen Krotzer, Connecticut ®tii-¥i.-t-’.—
4 years of Spanish

ran &3, 2000, Gustavoe Manclares, Connecticut @ Erelote
Tan 7. 760, Anonymous, Connectlcut @ elte

1o 23, 4003, Marine BODINAUD, Connecticut @ e lote
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Yasy 23, 240y, Jennlfer Ternl, connedlcut'@ Frelte.

Globalization, in 3 word. Plus kids with a second Janguage have a huge advantage in sciences and in 2l forms of abstract thinking; it encourages new thought patterns
and processes, encourages students to pay attention to detall, vastly Increases a student’s vocabulary, conceptuat understanding, and conteptual imagination, and is
tha means through wihich most American students leam baslc grammas {since # is not taught propedy In Engtish). Just as important, learming another language is the
gateway 1o understanding cultural difference, I think scleaces are Imporiant, but second Fanguage feaming helps students with both English and math. If anythlng,
these programs need to be more ambitious, Aot less,

Jan 23, 2009, Bambi Mroz, Connedlcut@ fiofete

The U.S. is already behind most highly developed natiens in kerms of our abifity to communicate In languages other than English. Removing forelgn i2nguage programs
fram our public schools only worsens the problem. And, If we went our young people to be competitiva globally {even In math and sclence which seem to ba
superseding humanities subjects) they need to be able to communicate. All of this Is, of course, In addition 10 the demonstrated intelfectual, soclal, and cultual
functions of fanguage fearaing. 1F anything, we should be Increasing our language requiremants, nok efimlnating theml .

1w 21, 200, Catina Caban-owen, Connecticut G [
it Is vital that Americans keep up with the global movement and iteractions with people. Comtinuing to belleve that others will Iearn English ko communicate with us 15
an unreatistic, insularry atkitude which puts our students and citizens 2t a disadvantage. A recent bussiness yls!ter from Canada to eur town knew 7 Janguagest Qur Taxi
driver In Spain knew 5 languages...HI We need to wake up and understand that our Engiish only policy limits us and 15 actually a matter of natignal secerity. Qur
students must understand we are the miwrity In the world and we must be able to communicate with others for ous 0wn ecenomic, sodal and pelitical needs. Catina
Caban-Owen

Inn 43, 20039, Mary Smith, Connecticut ® 2l

bagy 23, 204y, Maryanne Boscarino, Connectlcut® feleie
Forelgn fanguage tearning develops eriticat speaking, writing, and #stening skils a5 well as cultuzal sensitivity. Now more than ever we need to empawer gur students
with the skills to succeed and compete In the global economy of tha 21st centuryl

ragy #i, 2029, Ofelia G, Belduc, Connecticut O
We live in  global, [nterconnected world where respect and knowledge of other culiures and languages Is crucial to gur harmonlous existence! We must continue
placing World Languages as an integrat part of our 2cademic cunrkculum.

Lo 2 206, Ashiey Knetdel, Connecticut ® releie
Selective colleges are looking for students with foreign language credits. Foselgn language skilis are essenttal for many non-university bound students as well,

i=n 2 Jubl, Anonymous, Connecticut ® Flelete
We five In a global soclety, we must prepare our children to succeed In it.

ran 43, 2009, Bradley Wright, Califernfa ® Dlets
It's fundamental to educatign

Jan 23, 20049, Kathy Yurko, Connecﬂ:ut@ o .
Everyone needs to be aware that we "live® In a global seclety and not "are” the global sodety, yp and coming students golng Into the workforce need to be competitive
with other nations whera students spaak 2, 3 ¢or 4 Janguages fluently, Ho mere can we fave the attiude ® wetl everyoae should just speak English®.

301 23, 7093, Connle Magno Brokowskl, Connecticut ® Colet:

As a forelgn language teacher and daughter of Immigrant parents, 1 have aiways felt that my heritage has been a unique gift, and that my first tanguage, Itatiam, Is 3
special part of me. We should continue to offar to alt students, especially to those who know onty English, an open doar to the world beyond the U.5. In thls very global
and Interconnected world, especially In these economlic timas and where peace must be achieved, we open doors for our childeen through Instruction and exposura to all
people of the pfanet. We awse our children evesy chance for prosperity and peace through understanding and education. Wa need 1o be with the rest of werld who
malntains the Importance of fanguage learning,

ran Y, +00%, Kathlegn McClure, Conneclicut® ] y
Students should have an understanding of 2 second Janguage and learn that country's culture, In doing 5o, studeats will become more wosldly at a younger age and
befose they enter college.

Jan 23, 2oy, Tonl Sokoloskl, Massachusetts ® filvte

jan ¥i, 26070, Laurel Hosking, Connect!cut@ iNtie
The ablfity to leam to communicate 3n a language other than your ewn s ceucial In understanding other cultures’ humanity on a personal level. Knowledge of 2 forelgn
language Is #n mporant tool for each one of us to become a citizen of the world,

1ars 2 200w, Irene GiHord, Connecticut ® Lteds
In & diverse world, T think it is essentlat for Amerdcans to have some working knwaledge of other languages, THIS wHE nat only help them communicate with others and
be able to teavel, it will also give them more understanding of those Iiving In the United States from foreign cuituses,

Yo %3, 709, LY Conton, Connecticut @ jb
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Yan 23, 2000, £ Middlemas, New York & oatn

Jan 43, 2409, David Hand, Conne:ucut® rotete
1t’s a blg world, Mobody can afford 1o speak only one langusge.

Yan 43, 2003, Marle €, Rames, Connectlcut® delote

Jan X3, 26049, Resa Helena Chinchilla, Connecticut ® frafets

Language Education is essential for eur students. The earller 2 language Is learned the greater the abifity of retentlon and development of fanguage. Without H.S5.
language, Middle Schoel and Efementary programs would end. Languages open up barrers and allow chiidren and adults 1o undersiand others In ways that are very
Important 1o the future of our country and our world.

1an 23, 20049, Nick Comparone, Connetticut ® Qetele
Fan XA, 30T, ANONYMOUS, COnnectlcut@ Balate

Jair 3, 20:05, Bonnie Hoskins, Connecticut L\

| was fortunate to leam Spanish and Portuguese as a chiid because my parents lived abroad. Knowing more languages has been very Important for my professional
success and had added Immesurably to my parsonat satisfacion and happiness, F want this critical benefit for every chitd in CT, We must educate global citizens!
Languages must be taught at every level and espectatly high school.

Jan 23, 1600, Jeremy Conlon, Connedlcul® Giringe

3an 23, Z00n, Murphy Sewall, Connecticut ® ¢ -
The future wiil be gven mare giobal than the present. T have atready seen in both my children's profassional careers Instances of unanticipated travel to Latin America
whete the Spanish that they fearned In middie school and pasticutarty high scheol turned out to be a valuable asset.

Jaa 27, G069, ANONYMOUS, (:onnecllcut® Defete
a1 23, 2000, Jocelyn Tamborelle-Hoble, Connecticut @ Doistu

Jan 23, 2037, tynelle Kucharskl, Connecticut ® Catals

It is only falr that we chalienge our students with the best educationat opportunitles for a successful future, A forelgn Fanguage requirement guarntees that each
Inghvidual will have khe communicatian skilis necessary to compete in our global marketplace and prevents us from becoming menetinguat thinkers In & multiingual
world.

Jen 73 10w, Pam Boland, Georgla @ Dolate
izn 32, 200%, Amanda Schifferdecker, Connecticut ® Dniate
Fin 2, 2000, Andrea Berberick, Connecticut @De—‘*i—

din 33,3000, Patddcla Parlette, Connectlcut e .
Learnng a second {or third or foeurthl) Janguage and understanding othes cultures 1s the path toward peace,

Faan 2 7UGL. ARONYMOUS, Connectlcu(@‘ L

Jea 0¥, anng. Kristen Passery, Copnecticut @!;‘-:‘ e

1an 22, 702%, Alexandra Cavanagh, Connecticut ®
Foreign languages are really fun and an Jmportant part of learning. 11 2lso helps cufturalize students 1o the wedld,

Ian 22, dent, Antelnette Kisluk, Connecticut ® A2
In the global world In which we five, it Is extremaly Important to communicate and understand other cuftures in order te be suecessful,

Jarr 33, o, Lauren Awerman, Connecticut @ e

In 2 global economy, 1t is Important for students to Jearn how to think and act glebally, Learning a foreign fanguage will help students communlicate with and understand
people of different cuttures located around the world, Students who know a forelgn language can fearn to appredate different cultures and exchange Ideas and opintons
in multiple #anguages.
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1o 72, 2009, Marta Krzemien, Connecticut @ [etets .

1 am a speaker of a different language that English, 1 moved to (SA 10 years age and even thowgh | accepted the reality and demands of my life ina forelgn countiy §
befieve that no one shoutd forget helr roots. Language learning strénghtens the knowledge of many disciplines and widens your horizons thus helping you understand
other cultures. As a Janguage teacher 1 ¢an truly say that | love what t am dolng every day - it would be such 8 shame to loose nguages from schools. We need them!

#53 a0 722, 200w, Eduardo Urios-Aparis, Connedlcul® Lslste
Learning a foreing fanguage as early as possivle In life gives the child an Incsedible amount of cognitive and Intelectual resources as well as other professional
advantages. The world Is a smalt place now and diafogue between cultures and countdes [s fundamental and Is golng to be crucial to our survival,

250 Yo ##, 2009, Ceclte Perraud, Connecticut & nese
During thesa times, whea we need to prepare the students for 3 glabat economy; forelgn tanguage should be a requiremant K through 121 all the europaan countiies
have it, so do Chira and Singapore, 2 countedes who are ahead of tha USA In educating their young...

#51: yais 22, 2609, Thomas Deans, Connecticut & ooer
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feinstate the FL High School Graduntion Baguirement g0 5,000
Target: The Coanecticut General Assembly
Sponsored by: T Uonnsclivgl Covncitof Langitage T
Help our Connecticut State Represeatatives understand the importance of a
foreign language high school graduation requirement for afl of Connecticut's
children. A graduakion requirement is vital for our state's econemy and our
children's future! Please sign our petition and incfude your personal story.

768

sigiaiutes!

petition averview | :

Fhank youf You slgned at 2:07 PM PST, Jan 21, 2002
You can do moret Show me more petitions »

We signed the "Reinstate the FL High School Graduation Requirement” petition!

# 50; 3anm %2, 2049, Donald Baxter, Connecticut S
For personal growih, for jobs of tha future, and In order 1o be informed veters, Americans need to engage with fereign countries In the fanguages of those countrles,

# 49 Yan 20007, Lisa Zima, Connecticut ® Felete

# a8 feii 2, JUN9, Maria Elena Juan, connecticut & e
forelgn Langtage Instruction is important to understand the language and cuiture of other people with whom we interact speclally In the United States.

# 47 beny 23, ¥BLO, Scott Bonfto, Connec\lcul@

# 46: ran 2k, oaiki. Kathleen Archibald, Connecil:ul@ bt
In the world teday, understanding peop'e of other cultures Is Important for the morate of the country. Tolerence and appreciation are 2 different things!

# 45:; 1%a 22, sine, Catherine Ross, Connedlcut® i

# 44 Jark 22, 2vnu, Maryllyn Fairfleld, Connecticut Qe
Tt is ¢ritleat for our young people to study and speak more then one Janguege. | encourage tha CT State Representatives to keep the forelgn language greduation
requirement intact. it is VETAL for our children’s future, Wa 2re a multl cuftural society living In a viedd that demands we work and live beyond our borderst Plaase keep
tha reguirement! A very concerned retired seclal studies teacher,

#43 jrm 22,2049, S s Bansal, Connecticut Ooete
Learning a forelgn language and traveling/living abroad should ldeally be a requirement for 2 high schoot and cellege diplomas, Other countries that are way ahead of
us educationally put a high premium on what they refer to as “Globai Literacy®, Elfminating the language requirement in gur schools would be a huge step backward,
This sounds like an idea George W, would cook up,

#az Yauy 22, 200y, Matthew Gworek, Connecticut S piners

Our students need a fuller and more cultural world view to be able to compete in and understand the quickly shrinking and completely global world that we live in.
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lan 22, 2047, Victoria Straub, CUrlnectlcul@f)n's:':r

Jan ¥3, 2009, Amanda Robil-Price, Connecticut @ (SRR
Our students must be globa!l dtizens In order to succeed in Gur workl which ks changing and advancing every moment.,

Pay 32 2053, Anonymous, Connecticut ® Datzte
To help round out the education of students headed for college and adulthood,

Yu 3, 3603, Jean Despoterls, Conneclicut® relste
In this glabal economy, ferelgn language study should be a requirement for graduation.

Yan zi, 3909, Anonymous, Connedlcut® ir

Jan 22, 2009, Amy Hocton, Connecticut ® st

1feel strongly that teaming another Janguage Is crucial ko enhancing Inter-cultural understanding and, aithough it sounds trite, to fostesing Improved gfobal
relationshlps. 1 am not so naive as to believe that the abifity ke communicate [a other languages alone is the key to ending all canflict, but I de think that by learning
another fanguage one strengthens thelr understanding of thelr own languaga and culture white adding Increased awareness of other peeple and the nuances within their
cultures. Learning anather fanguage hardwlres the braln [n new ways, teaches skifls that can be applied to Jearning other felds and generally enriches cne's perspective
of the worid. Why shouldn't people study another ianguage?!

ian * 1, 2004, Collilgnon-courtin Ethel, Connecticut@
One of the reasons why my hushand and | declded to come to rve in US s the possibliity for our two children to know a second Janguage and cuitare.

Jan 22, 24ki7), Vianca Diaz; Connecticut @ e te

2am 22, 200m, Christopher Pratt, Connecticut & n2r-e
Worid languages help students fo galn perspective on the world around them and prepare them for the future, bearning anather language rot only entalls leaming
grammar and vocabulary, but 2150 learning about another cutture, a2nother history, and another way of thinking. This allows our students to think In different ways, and

look at Isswes from muttiple stances and multipte understandings.

tay 22, 2oy, Noah Parker; Connecticut @w

tan 22, »00%, Rajeey Bansal, Connectlcut@ [N
Learning a second 1anguage breadens cna's cullural perspective and atse teaches ane mare about the staucture and grammar of cne's own l[anguage.

Yz 22, 2005, Holly Price, Conneﬂlcut@i'v'c: :
dan 20, Ziny, Kaltlyn Profeta, Connecticut ® ERES RIS

Yann 22, 10072, Anonymous, Connecticut ® Datate
The educatlonal experience of tearning the culture bnd language of another country has proven invatuable to me, both in my professional fife, and in my passonal life. It

provided the tools to appreciate the way cther people think, and their oplnlons,
Fan 22, son, Eduardo Lage-Olero, Connecticut® (AR

Pt 22, Fo09, Brian A, Boecherer, Connecticut ® fisiete

High Schools without 2 Forelgn Language requirement open the possibility for loosing forelgn fanguages in the high schogls aitegether, as moneys are reshufiled to
meet unfunded educational mandates of care courses and state aplitude tests, A student without the requisite years of forelgn language has a reduced ablity o
successfully apply to college {most have fanguage requirements) and a reduced chance to compete In the gfobal market.

feir 22,7003, 3, Peter Gegarten, Conne:tlcut@ ]

Jan 24, 204%, Deborah Bender, Connecticut ® {3 et

1n our sociely , it Is a shamae to not see the world scene as it Is. We live In a world where it Is Important to comunicate and understand the people and the cultures that
we work and assadiate with, Successful communitation, coupled with cutture] understanding can make or break the moment. vihether it be political, economical, or
persenal. We cannot continue to keep our heads in the sandl#l As Obama recently sald...we need to do what we can at whatever tayel we are on..we all need to do our

part...we are all responsible,

dan 232440 Anonymous, Hew York@ o

Tan 2%, 2003, Aldson Hennessey, Connecticut @ N
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#21: Jan 22, 2609, Sara Johnson, Connecticut & patere
Mearly every country fn the worid has more global linguistic awareness than our young citizens do. With a new president In office who will truly bulld bridges with other
nations, we need young people who are ready to cross thase bridgest

# 20: }an 23, 200, Stephen Pingree, Connecticut® [RIa
Studylng 2 worid [anguage has many important beaefits Induding a better knowledge of ¢ne's own language, a knowledge and appreciztion of other peoples’ cultures
and ways of thinking through thelr language. This countey cannot afford ta be mencfingual, considering the growth of nan-English speakers in tha country, as well as its
role {n the global economy.

19 Yoo 22, 7003, Timothy Atstrum, Connecticut ®* piety
The Ignorence about the world because of the traditlon of monotingualism In our state and nation arevents us from particpating in the world economic community to
the extent that we could, This prevents do¥ars from refurning te our state economy at a time when we need them and costs us potential jobs. The requirement for |
language study in both elementary and secondary schoals Is essentlall

#18: Jen 220 200, Arthur Gallnat, Connectlcut® ERICE
¥ 1% dian IZ, G0, ARONYIMOUS, Connectlcut@ fazinte
#16; tan 7, 2604, Nancy Silander, Connectleut O

Without a language requirement, our students wil net be successfidly prepared to become U. S. or world citizens. The new presldent's immediate family reflects what is
trua today In the 4.5, - we are & multkuturz] mix, 2nd students need not only the language but also the aultural camponent that goes with studyling a fanguage. Few
students know with a certalnty what language or culture they will need in thelr work or personal fife; understanding what Is Involved in feamning a Janguage and what
makes cultures unlque wil give them the abllity to belter adapt te a quickly changing word.

# 185 ey 32 #G0Y, Ablgal Straub, Connecticut ) brteie
It Is important ko me because 1 am going to be a future forelgn language teacher, 1 think that ferefgn language should be a requirement for many reasons. Forelgn
Languages altow for our citizens to communicate with other diverse dtizens who have many different backgrounds. It enhances our culiure, It alows us to compete In
an [aterpational market. It has also been proven to enhance test scores on both ACT and SAF,

#14: Jar 2 2064, Augusta Gonzalez, Connecticut O peere
As a political entity that guldes and prepares its citizens for 1he g'ebal communication necessary to understand, appreciate and exchange ideas ang trade with those
outslde of the "English-speaking wosld®, Connecticut must énforce its committemeat to teaching foreign Janguages by requiring at feast two years of a forelgn language

In every high school,

# 13 Ian 42, 2009, Lawrence Covino, Connecticut Ouerse '
Because we live in 2 global sodety and must be able to communicate with others ecross the globe. "

#12: Fau 22, 26069, Anenymous, Connecticul [T
Forelgn languages are of vital Importance in a globalized economy. They are the portal Into other cuitures and ways of thinking/percelving the world. Wea cannot
continue to put ourselves 2t disadvantage by perpetualing a “neg-Imperialist® mindset that demands that others meet us on our own terms,

#11: Fan 23, MKV, Steve Kleln, canada & oot
#10: dait 21, 2605, Kate Krotzer, Connecticut O poreter
#9: Fan 21, 24000, Mary Connelly Perelra, Connecticut ® inonae

Research shows that bllinguat children use more of their braln than monotingual children. Knowling another world Janguage Is also a means to help bring about peace
and understanding between and among culiures,

#7 tire B, ot Dorothy Raviele, Connecticut @ Dratarg
It Is erwctal that all eur students, not Just the elite, be given the opportunity to study a second lenguage, The skills fearned In WL ciassrooms are transfeired to a¥l other
ameas of study, The cultural understandings that come from learnlng a second languaga witl help our students In the world of work. A workforce that Is proficlent In mare
than one Janguage can help Connedticut attract and keep businesses from abroad.

#6: ran 23, 2609 Anke Finger, Connecticut @ﬂl--': te:
Our children depend on us to give them opportunities to fearn, to grow, and to engage with the world knowledgeably and competently. They are the ones who wilk peint
to us If they are not successful and competitive In the market place, if they cannot fully understand and even fear what the world has to offer. Let's not disappoint them
or Fmit their curiosity. Eet’'s make the experience of languages and culiures possidie for them, let's give them new opportunities, let's give them cholces|

# 5 220 23, 2004, Nigole McClure, Connesticut & =1«
Forelgn language learning is essential In helping students develop critical thinking skills and more Importantly, a greater awareness of the world areund them.

# 4 fnn 41 2004, Timothy Reagan, Connecticut O eete
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Frr M1 ooy, Norma Bouchard, Connedlcut@é et

#n Jan 75, 20067, Nina Gatrett, Connectleut D bette
Competence in a forelgn language Is crudlal to everyona who cares to be an active engaged citizen in today’s worid. 1t doesn't even matter very much which danguage --

the Important thing Is 1o understand what it means to think outside one’s own language and culture, so as o be prepared to leara any further language as needed.

#1: ram 21, 2004, Barbara Lindsey, Connecticut O oot
My son works for an internationat company In Connecticut. He was Biown out 2t company expense to interview for a position that Involved work in Asia. He got this

Interview because he fisted his hilgh schogl and college level Garman studies. They recognized that he knew how to learn languages and possessed valuable Intercuftusat

skitls.
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