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March 14, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a an attorney in Connecticut concentrating solely on special education and disability
rights law, as well as a prior special education teacher. T am in support of Raised Bill #
6666, Section 7. I support this bill because I feel it is necessary to require that children
with autism receive a free and appropriate public education implemented by qualified
personnel.

With more and more students diagnosed with autism, there is a growing demand for ABA
services and BCBAs to supervise those services in schools. Yet, school districts and
parents continue to hire individuals that do not have appropriate credentials or adequate
training. Individual school districts are currently responsible for “making sure that
school staff has the skills, fraining, and experience necessary,” (DOE Guidelines for
Identification and Education of Children and Youth with Autism, 2005). This means that
each district must independently determine education and training requirements needed,
without guidance or support from the State.

Other professional disciplines that work with children having IEPs require a valid license
or certification. With a national certification program for behavior analysts already in
existence, the State Department of Education should recognize the national certification
program, and mandate that school districts follow protocols for related service providers
(i.e., obtain and maintain each individual’s proof of certification).

There are excellent consumer safeguards in place for other services, yet those working
with some of the most vulnerable members of our society are not monitored. This can
affect the appropriateness of educational services and, ultimately, have a profound effect
on educational outcome for individuals with autism. The purpose of this summary
statement is not to imply that every child with autism is entitled to a BCBA, but rather to
ensure that, where the IEP team has decided that a BCBA is appropriate to administer
ABA services, that BCBA is qualified.
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