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ADUATION RATES

This testimony is submitted on behalf of the Center Tor Children’s Advocacy, a g
non-profit organization based ai the Universily of Connecticut School of Law. The Center
provides holistic legal serviees for poor children in Connecticul’s communitics through
individual representation and systemic advocacy.

The Center initiated the Truancy Court Prevention Project (TCPP), a unique ¥
collaboration with the Village for Children and Familics, the Capitol Region Lducation
Counci] (CREC), and the Connecticut fudicial Department. Through the program, cighth
graders at Quirk Middle School and Burr Elementary School piarticipate in court sessions
held at school where a judge, who presides in an unofficial capacily, reviews students’
attendance and academic progress. Currently, Appcellate Court Judge Douglas Lavine and
Supenor Court Judges Steven Frazzini and Raymond Norko volunteer as the TCPI's
judges. The TCPP also delivers fegal and case management services (o ensure studems’
completion of high school.

We strongly support the passage of Raised Bill No. 6569 because it targets arcas
crucial to the improvement of education in Connecticut. Wilh the amendment proposed
helow, we supporl the Bill in'its enlirety, and are particularly focused on three provisions
of the Bill: the ereation of preventative plans for at-risk cighth graders, the creation ol a
standardized dropout formula and the inercase in the age of voluntary withdrawal from
school.

First, this hill requires schools with high dropout rates to establish
preventative measures, Dropout rates are shocking. In Connecticut’s cities, only about
half of entering ninth graders graduate with a regular diploma.’ The consequences of
dropping out cannot be overstated. High school dropouls earn tess money, have less
oppmiu!nly for job growth, and arc more likely to be involved in the eriminal justice
system.”

Effective intervention and school-level dropout prevention programs need (o be
Boacd of birecters identified immediately. Raised Bill No. 6569 requires school districts to plan interventions
; for students who show warning signs of droppig out. This provision appropriately targets
students iy cighth grade. Through our work with the Truancy Court Prevention Project, we
have seen how difficult the cighth and ninth grade transition is for many students. Helping
students successfully complete this transition feads (o reducced dropout rates: repeatedly,
rescarch studics have shown that once students make it through ninth grade, they are more
likely to graduate.

"See Education Week Graduation Rare Map, available at
Admory Board
« mer g WS bt/ .lpps arewebservices.com’edweeky Vdefaultgsp.
" Gary Fields, The High School Dropout's Feonomic Ripple Effect, Ve Warp Strery Journat, October 21, !
2008, at ALY i

Execulied Gitecfor
£

Wit

et - - —— et e AT e e s S

Phone 8606!05327 Fax 8606?052‘56 WHAY, é-’d‘;b@“ﬂ?ﬂ’f org




Second, this hill provides communities and policymakers with data to improve future efforts (o
reduce the dropout rate. The lirst step in addvessing the dropoul crisis is to know how many students are not
completing high school on time. Raised Bill No. 6569 requires the State Department of LEducation to ercate a
standardized dropout formuda and collect this data amnually from school districts. The data collection proposed
by Raised Bill No. 6509 is an important first step in providing that information to policymakers and the public,

A number of national organizations, including the National Governors’ Association for Best Praclices
and the State Higher Education Exceutive Officers, founded the Data Quality Campaign to encourage and
support state policymakers to improve the collection, availability and use of high quality data to improve
student achievement.” Accurate dropout data provides communities and policymakers with significant
mtormation 1o help ereate better schools, including why students leave public education, which school systems
are successiully reducing the dropout rate, and what carly warning signs of high school dropout schools can
address in clementary and middic school. Connccticut must join this movenment to improve the quality of its
data so that its educational programs and policics are informed by data and thus responsive to students’ nceds,

T hiul this bill deereases the likelihood that students will be encouraged o volunfarily withdraw
from school. Raiscd BiH No. 6569 increases the age when a student can, with parental perniission, voluntanly
withdraw from schoal, enacting one of the system-wide prevention strategics recommended by the Family with
Service Needs Advisory Board,! Combined with carly prevention plans, this provision will reduce the number
ol students who dropout from school. In owr work, we regularly sce sixtcen-year-old students who are
cncouraged to voluntarily withdraw afier years of school failure. By requiring school districts to implement
interventions for at-risk students and increasing the age when these students can voluntarily withdraw, Raised
Bill No. 6569 will help to ensure that schoot districts address the root causcs of dropping out, rather than
cncouraging these students to withdraw. '

Although we support Raised Bill No. 6569’s proposal to improve dropout rale data collection, we
propose that Raised Bill No. 6569 he amended to require the standardized dropout formula to be
consistent with federal law. Under ULS, Department of Education regulations, by the 2010-2011 school year,
school districts will be required to report a graduation rate that refleets the number of students who receive
regular diplomas at the high school, district and state level, School districts will also be required to
disaggregate this rate by student demographic subgroups. To avoid the costs ol inconsistent data collection, the
standardized dropout formula created by the State Department of Education should be consistent with this
requirementt.

For the foregoing reasons, we believe that Raised Bill No. 6569 will help increase school atlendance and
high school graduation rates and strongly urge you to support it. Thank you for your consideration,

Respeetiudly submitted,
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l he Data Quatity Campaign's wclmic can be found at www. datagqualitycampaign.org,
Families With Service Needs Advisory Board, Repoit o the Connecticut General Assembly, ¥ cl)umry 2008, pg. 69 available at
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