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Good evening. As director of the Center for Social Research at the Uni‘)ersity of
Hartford, I have been reéearching the 1:\Tui’curing Families Network home visitation
program for 14 years, longer than even the Children’s Trust Fund has been involved. This

pro_gramlhas been developed from the?gfbund up, aiways based upon research that was

intended to create the best practices p(é)ssible within the program.

I am here today to state strongly and unequ'ivocaﬁ'ly that removing this program (émd
others) from the stewardship of the Cﬁildren’s Trust Fund would be nothing short of a
disaster; further, I would suggest that the Gévefnor’é recommendation stems from a poor
understanding of the .pto gram, ité d‘eve;lopmént, and the important role that it plays in
stabilizihg families -- é role, I might add, that is extraordinarily importaﬁt in thé current

eCOonomic Crisis.

Let me identify a few of the reasons Why.the proposal is shortsighted.
First, the partnership established betw:een'the. University of Hartford and the Children’s
Trust Fund advances a process 1n whi¢h research reports do not sit on shelves after

- meeting bureaucratic requiremehts, but are instead at the center of program development



and practice. Karen Foley-Schain, the executive director of the CTF, routinely scours
every report that we write in searph of aﬁ_y insi ghts s}ile can acqui_re to stréngthen-the
program. We have sat together thrdugh hours of inidiéfid'ual and r..esearch'comrhittee
meetings to figure out ways to utilize the findings in reports to improve program
practices. Karen is pniqué and her agency a modell for how research evaluation should be

used to improve state programs and to put state money to its most effective use.

Second, we are Qun_'eﬁtly working with Karen on a nqmber of promising projects that will
certainly have an impgct on progfam sefvic_;es - inciu_ding research with fathers of
children in the NFN pfo gram, as well as research to s;_trengthen_ services for mothers
suffering from depression. Removing the Chil_dre_n’s Tmst Fund and Karen’s leadership

| ﬁ‘orﬁ this paftnership will dismpt this research and uﬁdermirie a éuccessful'process that
has been established over the past 10 years for develd;ﬁng effecﬁvé prevention programs
to strengthen vulnerable families in Connecticut. | o :
There is much more I ;:ould say, but if there is nothing else I leaye you with ;oday, Thope
it is thls third and final point. Nuﬂuﬁng Families p‘ro‘gfa‘rris aﬁé intendgd to engage
vulnerable familiés in intensive, personal services that inv_o_lvé their c.:hi_ldr_e.n.' There is -
simply no \x}ay —. ﬁé way! — that the majority of thesé families. would volunteer if thlS
program was run by DCEF. Over the years, I'havé mafveied at the ability of home visitérs
to gain the trust, intimacy? and conﬁdenc¢ Qf _scimg' of our most socially_.anc.l economically o
marg_i_naliz_ed far_n'i.lies, t_riﬂy_oﬁr rﬂost ﬁmeréblg fémiiieé i'njf_:h_'e state. In fact, this is the -

ba’ckbone of the program’s success. The'ﬁrst question that most of these _fa_m_il_iés ask



when I approach them with research concerns or when program staff recruit them into the

program is whether we are affiliated with DCF — it is the screening question.

To conclude let me say it plainly and simply, turning this program over to DCF will not
only constitute the beginning of the end of the program and will not only wipe out 14
years of some of the best program devélopment I have ever seen, it will not save the state
money in the long run. A $1.5 million cut in program services today will result in

millions of dollars spent on treating the consequences of family instability tomorrow.

I’d be happy to take any questions.
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